Rep.Brotherton
looks at first six
months in office

For a freshman state lepisiator
in his tirst six months in office, it
can otten be a combination of
frustration and stimuiation. Rep.
Wilbur (“Sandy") Brotherton has
found both in Lansing.

He represents western South-
tield, Farmington and Farmington
Hills.

Rep. Bratherton reliects on
those six months in the lollowing
axtensive interview with the Ob-
server & Eccentric. He was ques-
tioned by stalf membets Nick
Sharkey and Carl Stoddard. His
responses were transcribed by
Mrs. Helen Cey.

O&E: You said last Octobér during
your campaign “"We need to do some-
thing about the property tax ! What
have you done? |

BROTHERTON: Well. | have in-
troduced some legisiation that is cur-
rently being considered by one of
commitices, which would provide a
spread for usc by the axsessing offi-
cers in the various local units of gov-
emment to establish assessments on
property. This is pretty corplicated.
but the point is there has been a con-
flict for a number of years between
what legislation has said and what the
constitution says. As a resut, many
have fell that we are assesaing st
over 50 prr cent of some property in
violation of the state constitutioon.

This particular bill would attempt
to correct that. However there isnl a
Tot of sympathy for tha'. ga one of the
representatives came un a bill
which passed the House immediately,
and which 1 supporied

That bill would require the assess-
ing of properly by ciass. What this
says is each class of property will be
assessed separately and will be equal-
ized separately. That in ftsellf will
help 1o balance some inequities.

The other thing that we have
worked on. withoul 2 great deal of suc-
cess, is (o get this whole question of
- property tax looked at again. There
are probably 50 billa that have been in-
troduced. one version or ancther, to
try to do something about the proper-
ty tax. But it's a very complex lssue.
and 1 think the bill that we have in-
troduced is probably going 1b do some

There is another bill that’s going to
* be introduced and has gohe to the
House which will adjust the property
tax assessed valuation level down-
ward in steps :

In other words, it's at 50 per cent
now, il will go to 49 per ‘cent next
year. and to 48 per cent the following
year. By 1978, 1 belicve, it goes to 48
per cent. So t's a gradual thing. This
is another attempl to deal with that
particular problem.

Q&E: Pcople sometimes wonder
about the extent of the powers of a
state legisiator. As an exammple: if you
called the State Highway Department
and said. 'Eight Mile Road needs re-
pairs,” would thase repairs be done?

BROTHERTON: 1 think s0. It de-
pends on the nature and extent of the
repairs. It depends on how you ap-
proach it. If you approach R in & way
that Irritates and causes resentment
in the Highway Department, then you
may end up getting absolutely noth-
ing. Most of those peopic are civil
service employes, and they're well
protected by state law.

They don't have to take any abuse
from anyone regardiess of whether
you're a member of the State Leglisla-
ure

ture. )
1 got imvolved in a probiem in repav-

ing Grand River In Farmington,

which had been scheduled for several

years and got hung up through a

series of cutbacks and other

of policy. Shortly after [ got to Lan-

b}

. o
sing. 1 was able to get the thing put
on the {ront burner, set up meetings
among Farmington Hills and Farm-
ington and the road commission
‘They're in the process of getting the
road ready to turn it back to the city
for their maintenance. Through the
efforts of the cily managers of the
1wo cities, the thing has worked out to
the point that it is now ready for re-
surfacing this year. In that respect we
were able to help a little bit

O&E: The bill approving limited
teacher strikes“was approved by the
House and is now in the Senate. How
did you vote on this bill and why”

BROTHERTON: 1 voted “no™ for
two reasons. First, | objected to the
three weeks that they give teachers
the right to strike withow any finan-
cial penalty. 1 didn't think it was nec-
essary from the discussions 1 had
with teachers’ groups

Most of them felt that & right to
strike was what they were after. As |
told some of the teachers. if you want
to alienate the people that support
your operations and pay the taxes for
your salaries, then go out and get by
power anything you can get. That's
exactly what's going to happen

O&E: You were critical of the Com-
mon Cause proposal for campaign re-
form. What were your objections?

BROTHERTON: | am concerned
about local official being called on to
divulge his financial assests and
source of income and the effect that
would have on attracting the right
kind of people into the things that 1
think are probably most vital: the
school board. planning commission.
boards of appeal. and city councils

Most of those are non-paying of
very low-paying jobs For you to re-
veal your sources of income and prop-
erty holdings. it's just more than
some people want to do.

There is concern that some people
wouldn't want 1o serve because they
felt they were not well off enough. |
*think this is likely to be true. not at
the outset, but maybe a yrar or two
from now once the assets and the in-
come. and sources of income of the
ather members of councils are well es-
tablished Someone who's a plumber
or an electrician is asked o serve on
e of these bodies and he says.
“Hey, walt a minute. everybody on
there is entreprencur or a big shot
ilu‘r.nevd\erc.And!m\\rumlmum 1o fit
n*

O&E: We anderstand you have a
nearly perfect atlendance record
:‘I‘I‘: did you vote on the malpractice

BROTHERTON: | voted for all
those bills. The only controversy 1
could see was (hat some people
thought they were going loo far in
terms of leaning towsrd the physi-
cians.
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“The one group that is neglected is the middie
income, the average kind of guy.”
--State Rep. Wilbur Brotherton

1 felt mysell they didnt go far
enough For example, one till permit-
ted the patient to indicate at the begin-
ning of treatment that he would ac-
copt arbitration, bid then they could
change their mind later. 1 said, "Why
did you do that? 1t would seem Lo me
that once they said they would go for
arbitration they sould be obliged to
Ray with it "

OAE: 1t has been said “Most fresh-
man legisiators don't make a lot of
roise " Would you agree?

BROTHERTON: Yes, | think that's
true What we've been told. and 1
think rightfully so. is to take a little
time to find ot what's going on. Then
find a field in which you can become
expert enough 1o begin to contribute
something

Frankly. 1 find that there are many
legislators who are not (reshmen, who
have been around there for many
years and they don’t make a lot of
noise either

OKE: What is the job of a legisla
tor, as you see it?

BROTHERTON: Well. | see first 2
person representing his own con
stituency and making certain the prob-
lems they are having with the state
are dealt with by the

8

spot

3 role in helping to make the laws
and sct the budget for the State of
Michigan

O&E: What major bills have you in-
troduced since you've been in Lan-
»

require circuit court judges to accept
the budget and the classifications
salary levels set by the county board
of commissioners. This is a bill that is
designed to deal with a probiem “l.:

ingston County where the courts
their own budget. and then told
county commissioners they would
have to put the money up.

It went to the Court of Appesis and
the Court of Appeals upheid them. So
this is a bill that will try to separate
the rights of the legistative and the
riphts of the judicial branch of gov-
ernment -

1 introduced iwo other bills which
were designed to help public heakth of-
ficials, nurses and public health offi-
cers. sanitariums and the director of
public health. It was more or less in
the malpractice insurance end of .

R

the moment | am expecting lo do
that. 1 haven't made up my mind en-
tirely because 1 cant tell what's
going to happen. Unless | become
completely dissillusioned. 1 will be
seeking the election.

OB&E: Do you have aspirations for
higher office?

BROTHERTON: No, not right now.
I feel that 1 have enough to do to
~r4lly make this job work the way it
shoutd.

O&E: low olten do you get ot
on Poge dA
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Express yourself:

soft shirtdressing

The dress to be in now that
everyone's in dresses
again. Career clothes
Tailored. But functionally
feminine. Smooth and lean
on the body. A dress for ail
seasonsinablack-grounded
print of acrylic jersey knit.
68-14, $84. One from her
superb collection in the
Woodward Shops. at
Hudson's Northland only.

| Diane Von Furstenburg

designs with
femininity in mind.

A perfect example

is her soft wrapshirt.:
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