SPAGHETTI ROADS? Not really. What looks like spaghetti bits

dumped on map of Oskland county is the begi

. '
g of a pre Yy

plot of inadequate segments of county roads. When Shyamal Basu

and Eileen West finith, therell be stil more “spaghetti”

rep-

resenting 674.4 mides of primary, 690.8 miles of Jocal and 547 miles of
subdivision roads that now fail to meet state standards of road

sdequacy.

Trait's plan’s okay, M\_- .

Board blasts

Public transit is probably an
expensive necessity in southcast
Michigan. but let’s be fair 1n the
way it is to be financed.

That’s the position of the Board
of County Road Commissioners of
Qakland county.

In a recent position paper and
policy statement about Governor
Milliken's public tramsit proposal
for our seven . county south-
cast Michigan area. the road com-
missioners accepted the principle
of public transit but took sharp
exception to the governor on
four points.

The road commissioners ageeed
with the governor that traditional
energy sources can no longer be
considered limitless and that Mich-
igan needs a long - range trans-
pottation program to provide bal-
anced transportation for all cita-
zens. They conceded that public
transit is a necessity in the Greater
Detroit metropolitan area. inclu-
ding Oakland county.

They parikulasly applauded
the governot's recognition that the
automobile will continue 10 be the
primary mode of transporiation
nto the foreseeable future and
that continued attenlion to roads
to accommodate cars safely re-
mains a primary responubility of
government.

funding plan

“Some uf these premises may
not be in accoed with obur per-
sonal wishes. but they express
the realities with which we must
live,” the road <commussioners’
statement said.

“There is so much merit in the
governor's proposal that we are
puzzled by some of the neg-
atives he saw fit to include.”
the statemment continued.

Singled out for criticism wese
“inequities” in the financing pro-
posal. the likelihood of Detruit
domination of policy - makng for
the seven-counly system and lack
of sold assurance of adequate
funds for. vital road necds.

The entire tranut sysicm pro-
posed by the governor wauld vost
an cstimated $2.5 ‘hlhon  The
SH00 million first phase would
consist of construction of rail
transit n Detrot’s Woodward,
Michigan  and  Gratiot Avenue
corndors, a $107 mithon people
mover in Detrost’s central buunexw
district, and widely expanded bus
service 1n Detioit and the sub-
urbs.

Financing of this first phawe
would, according to the gover-
nor's proposal, be K0 percens
from the federal government,
10 percent from the state. and
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Banish holes, congestion? Here’s how!

Voters hold key to road improvement

Think you'll live to see the day
when the county roads in Qak.
land county are free of those long
familiar bone - jarring chuckholes
and interminable rush -hour traffic
jams?

If you have a life expectancy
of ten years or more. . . and il
you want good roads envugh. it's
a real possibility!

Working closely with the plan-
ning division of the Qakland Coun.
ty Road Commussion. the Citis-
ens Research Council of Miclugan
has charted a conwentrated 10-year
improvement program that will
qualify 99.7 percent of the
county’s toad mileage s “adequ-
ate” under state standards,

That's a tremendous deap (o1
wardin anyone'sbook . At the end
of 1974, only 21 pereent of the
county toad system’s 238X miles
of reads rated as adequate.

The program calls Tor sgmifi-
cant improvements for every type
of road in the system, as Inllows
Primary Roads

@ Widen to fuour or five lanes
the 50 miles of primary roads that
are prewently critically congested
and another 50 miles of primary
roads comidered likely to become
critically congested in the next
five to ten years.

® Pave the approximately 100

HORSES? NO: HIKES.

miles of unpaved primary roads in

rural srems.

® To keep sbresst of sarface
deterioration (chuckholes!) on
presently paved primary roeds,
resurface about 50 miles of these
each year.

® Spend S| million a yesr for
the ten years to improve (flair,
signalize where necessary) inter-

sections on ihe primary road sys-’

tem,

‘Local Roady

o Pave 340 miles of “mile-type”™
local ruads.

® Remaining  mileage of local
roads to be gravelled periodically.
with emphais on correcting base
and drainage problems.

Subdivinion Streets

o The rvad comminsion would
budget $4 million a year for the
10 years as ifs matching «hare of
cout foe paving 400 milex of the
prevent $47 miles of inadequate

subdivision streets is umimcorpor-
ated sreas.

Five years ago, the roed com-
mission took stock of its ex-
isting road needs and of those
that might be expected to develop
in the 20 years between 1970
and 1990. Best estimates at the
time put a price tag of S1.8
billion on meeting existing and
anticipated road needs for the
20 year period. That figures out
to an average of $89 million a
year for Oakland County roads —
exclusive of city and village streets!

Obviously impoasible. The road
commission knew . So did
Citizens Research Council when
it studied the problem in 1973
and 1974,

But one fat struck Research
Council consultants, Fully two-
thirds of the road needs for; the
30 years were needs that were
here and now in §970 - urgent
enisting needs.
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TRANSEI? YES

But don’t abandon car yet

The horse and buggy may nat
seturn to pupularity, but you may
be relying mure on the hcycle,
bus and teansit tran for trips you
used 10 make by car.

Blame st on that worldwide
encrgy onsis that suddenly Jias-
tered our complacency in 1973

According 10 the experts, your
hfestyle and yous pocketbook are
i for changey  tor the worwe

Fue opencrs, soanng gasohine
prices, s nationwide speed hivit ol
$S mules per hour, and penodic
uncertainty about home heating.

And these’s more.

Thaae resing gasoline prices and

the lowered speed himit are the :

tesult of o national policy o
restiict"use of petrofeum prowd-
udls o 33 o geduce vur Te-
hance on foreign o sources.

But people must be moved,
encrgy ¢nsis or no. If pot ex-
clusively by car, how?

One proposal likely 1o mater-

ialize is public transut. Don’t ex-
peet il 1o be a total solution,
however. It duesn't pretend to be,
Al best, transit will supplement
not  replace the car. 11 will
be cinily to creale and operate
in echation to iy somewhat [img-
tcd henefits.

For example, a public transit
walem propused for our seven -
county arca of southesst Michigan
Cattes an cshimated pre 1ag of
828 hillion. That's klbons not
mithons! Yet at sts peak capaciy
sommelime after 1990 it will ac-
commodate unly about 7.6 per-
went of alt tnps.

So, tranut o1 au, the car will
remain our primary standby.

8ut the mphcations oF it all
won't exaclly make your day.

It all figures to cust you more

for gasoline, for construction
and operation of public tranut,
and for the roads that your car
and transit buses will share.

In bhéis

Almost everything you've ever
wanted to know about Oskland
county roads, Their future, how
they (it into youws future (rans-
portation needs, how they will
fare with (he coming public
tranit page one,

Meet wme interesting people
who wurk at the Oakland County
Road Commission - page four.

Your chance to talk beck to
theroad ¢ imsion. See questi
naire  page cight.

Was last winter really wore,
or was it your imagination? -
page five.

Latert on county’s oldest un-
built road - Northwestern high-
way - page cight.

First report of an independent
financial sudit_ever published in
an Oskland Road Commimion
snnual report - page six.

Award - winning rosd com-

missjon - page (wo.
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