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Professor battles school files

They are called “‘cumulative files,”
and they grow in schools as the child
grows, gathering bits of information
{rom teachers, counselors and admin-
istrative personnel.

Ostensibly, they contain academic
data: *“'superior math skills” or
“needs remedlal reading.”” They are
Intetded to ald future teachers in pro-
gram planning, according to .Prof.
Charles Moody.

“But nationn! studies have -uncov-
ered many abuses of record keeping.
Oftén the data refers to the atudent’s
behavior or home life and s impres-
sionistic rather than factual,” he sald.

**Morcover, the records are often ac-
cessible to potential employers, social
workers and others without legitimnte
edicational Interests. The onlyu
people to whom they are ‘confidential’
is the subject and his parents

THE MISUSE of student records
was discussed during a recent series
of student righls conferences, spon-
sored by Moody's Program for Educa-
tlonal Opportunity (PEO). The topics
also Included sex bias In high school
athletics, due process in schoo! dis-
cipline and freedom of the press and
specch in the public schools.

The free conferences drew several
hundred teachers. administrators,
board members and commuinity resi-
dents

*The large majority admilted they
are unclear about the implication of
the new laws and court rulings on re-
cord keeping and other student
rights,” according to Charles Vergon,
assistant project director of PEO
“Unanimously, they did not fec) that
students and parents undersiood the
new devclopments.”

For cxsruple. & new federal law.
the 1974 Family Educational Rights

Privacy Act, restricts the content
of cumulative fles and outlines the
rights of a student or his parents to in-
spect, copy or challenge these re-

ds.

cords.

* Title IX of the Educational Amend-
ments of 1972 prohibits sex discrimina-
tlon In high school athictics, Several
recent court cases oulline the due
process rights of students who are
belng suspended or expelicd.

TO HELP cducators and the public.
. understand the recent changes. PEO

" and the Saginaw Student Rights Cen-

ter have jointly published o legal-

+ educational bibliography on “'Student’

Rights and Responsibilitics.”

It was conceived and Reembled by
Vergon and Junious Williams, direc-’
tor of the Student Rights Center until
s federal funding expired, Williams
s now a consultant for PEO.

“One of the most difficult problems

Zuckerman honored

Paul Zuckerman, president of th
national United Jewish Appeal and
chairman of the World Fund-Raising
Committee of the Jewish Agency fo
Isracl, has been given an honorary
doctorate in philosophy by Bar-llal
University in Israel

The degree. awarded to the Frank)
lin philanthropist by the 20-yearold
university, was presented for Zucker)
man’s efforts to aid mollions of dis:
tressed Jews around the world. |

This is the second such degree
awarded to Zuckerman this year. 1n
May. Siena Heights Coliege. a Catho-
fic liberal arts school in Adrian, horr
ored the philanthropist with an honor:
ary doclorate of humane letters
cause “'He has contributed positively
_to the welfare of millions of
all faiths through his ext
and consistent dedication to
itarian causes.” -

-~ Zuckerman is chairman of tl
board of Velvet-O'Donnell Corp..
manufacturing and importing fi
concentrating on food and bever
products. He is & cofounder of the
Jesuit Maryglade College, on the
board of United Foundation and
member of the national board of the
Council of Catholics, Jews and Prote-
tants.
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in assuring the protection of student
rights is that of informing the cduca-
tional community that students do
have rights,” Williams said. “We
hope the bibliography will help educa-
tors and attorneys make knowl-
edgeable decisions In the area of stu-
dent rights and responsibilities.”
.
Twenty-two major categories in the
bibliographyu include corporal puinish-
ment. police in schools. scarches in
schools, pregnant students, dress and
grooming, student demonstrations,
freedom of speech and studnet re.
cords. Within the 150 subtopics. the re-
scarchers have cited relevant court
cases, magazine articles, monographs
and dissertations.

Vergon and Williams have also de-
veloped a “Rights and Responsi-
bilities Workshop™ to help teachers
and students deal wilh such issues as
physical abuse, truany. dope posses-
sion. “‘underground” newspapers,
dress codes and school dewspaper cen-
sorship. This and other workshops are
conducted by PEQ staff through the

date at no charge to the school or
school district.

THE PEO HAS also compiled a
question and answer sheet on the poli-
cies outlined in the Family Edukation
Rights and Privacy Act. It covers the
questions most often raised by par-
ents concerned with school record
keeping.

For example: “How do I get 1o see
my child's cumulative file?” “How do
1 decipher the test scores?” “What re-
course do we have if the information
is inaccurate?

This sumer, PEO is completing re-
ports on the conference proceedings
and developing training programs in
bilingual education and sex discrimi-
nation

The program (s financed under a
contract with the U.S. Office of Educa-
lion to provide technical assistance to
school districts in the process of dese-

ation. Stnce it began in 1970, this
hasinciuded staff inservice training

programs, consultation. resource ma-
terials and reserarh services.

"'One of the most prevalent probd-
lemns we encounter is conflict con-
cerning student rights and responsi-
bilities in the high schools,” the U of
M professor said. “In the newly de-
segregated school. the conflict is re-

pared with their white countcrparts

“'A 1ot of desegregation effort is de-
voted 1o the mung of bodies.
getting the kids on the buses and dis-
tributing them to the schools.” he ex-
plained.

““There is oo little attention to the
kinds of structural changes that are
needed to eliminate discrimination al-
together.

“Our aim is to change behaviors
and creste the kind of climate in
we can move fram desegraga-
tion to integration and equal educa-
tional opportunity for all ™
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CENTRAL AIR
CONDITIONING
SALE.

*100 o«

What a sensible time !
to have an
Air Conditioning Sale.

You'll sove at least $100. on quality Leanox
Central Air Conditioning . . . and maybe a lot
more! Thit isn't @ stock reduction sale, but o
senuble 10le designed to save you cool cath just
when you need it moit. Coll Kast right now The
bargains won't last long

&
MJTHEATING and COOLING

580 S. TELEGRAPH ot ORCHARD LAKE ROAD.

!5”_”” centrol cooling is just @ phone call away!
CALL 338.9255 Ll 2-3850 642.7150
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There they are.
The people who moke Goman's Goman's (The ~
people who can make your ho!
of chairs ond tables and sofcs.
taste. Better yet, call Gorman's Or come in and see
what our designers can do for you.
Their services are yours al no extra cost. Even during
this great sale. Which ts what helps make this such
agreat sale.

me more than a pile
Call it talent. Call it
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Midsurnmer Scle has something for
sole you wont find af any ofher scle
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