Area bicyelists risking lives
when disobeying rules of road

Riding a bicycle against traffic is
one of the most common mistakes bi-
cyclists in the Farmington area
make. say officers from both Farm-
ington and Farmington Hills police de-
partments.

Both departments have been issuing
citations for violations. and say they
have been lucky so far that no acci
dents have caused fatalitics.

“‘Most people think it's proper to
ride against traffic rather than with
1" said Lt. Arlo Newell of the Farm-
Ington Hills tralfic safety department.

Actually. the rules for bicycles are
almost (dentical to those for cars and
molorcycles, he said

BICYCLISTS MUST obey traffic
signs and signals. If there is a stop
sign or a red light at an intersection,
a bicyclist must siop. said Officer Nor-
‘man Madison.. staff aide to Capt. Dan-
icl Byrnes of the Farmington public
safety department.

“They have the same obligation to
stop at that light as a motorist
would.” he sald.

Most of the problems in Farminglon
are caused by adults rather than chil-
dren

"\iou get an older person—the 18

. year-old and up—and they start dis-

obeying just about every law there is.
They're not yielding to right of way to
pedestrians—you name it Madison
said.

Enforcement is nearly impossible,
although potice will occasionally issue
citations or lct offenders off with ex-
planations and warni:

“It's extremely difficull for an offi-
cer to stop a bicycle.” Madison said
“Pollce who spot a violation are usual-
ly In cars and cannol mancuver
through tralfic quickly enough.”

i Lt. Newell said that Farmington
Hills officers are routinely stopping of-
fenders

“'We're not tssuing a lot of citations.
but we are issuing a few. We make a
Jot of traffic stops and talk 1o them
We tell them to pass it on 1o their par-
ents.” Parcnts, Newell said, may be

. the. source of much bicycling mis-
miormation

NEWELL SAID there have been a
lot of car-bicycle acciderts in Farm-
ington Hills.

“But we've been lucky so far. |
think our traffic stops have played &
large part In this.

“We get a number of complaints
Trom motorists who dont feel that
they (bicyclista) should be on the
road. But they do have the right *

Several court cases against motor-
ists who have forced bicyclists trom
1he road arc now pending tn 47th
trict Court. he siad

Both officers emphasized proper
usage and equipment 1o avoid acci-
dents and injuries.

A recent study by the US. Com-
sumer Product Safety Commission
claims that nearly 419.000 people suf-
fered bicycle-related injuries serious
enough to require hospital emergency
room treatment in 1973

The commission discovered five
major accident patterns associated
with bicycles. They include loss of con-
trol. mechanical and structural prob-
lems. entanglement. foot slippage
{rom pedal and collisan.

Loss of control may occur becsuse
of difficulty in braking. The bike may
be too large for the rider. who may
have trouble reaching the pedals.

RIDING DOUBLE on banana scats.
or on rear fenders, handlebars o the
horizontal top tube on & man's bike
can also result in loss of control
Dolng stunts br striking a na. bump
or obstacle will also decrease bike
control.

Brake failure was high on the list of
accident-causing factors. So is wobbl-
ing or disengagement of the wheel or
steering mechanism. difficulty in gear
shifting mechanism or chain slippage.
Also. loose pedals may fall off and
spokes may break

A rider’s or passenger's hands. fect.
or clothing may get caught in the bi-
cycle. creating other hazards

Fect slipping from pedals could
lead. as it did in one case. 1o & [rac.
tured leg when a foot was hit by the
pedal as it rotated.

Collision with another bicycle or a
car is also increasing in incidence.
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To decrease bicycle injuries. the
is ﬂ%lnwu a manda-
tory safety standard for bicycles
which will require higher mechanical
and structural standards. 1t will have
the power to ban new bicycles that
don't meet thesc standards.

According to the revised standard,
bicycles must have reflectors on the
front, back, sides and pedals to make
them visible at night

BRAKES MUST BE instalied on all
sidewalk bicycles with a seal height
of 22 inches or more.

The U.S. Contumer Product Safety
Commission offers the following
safety tips when shopping for a new
bike or taking care of an old one:

1f you're buying a bicycle for a
child. choose one to fit his size—not

Zellen achieves

academic honors

Richard Zellen. son of Mr. and Mrs.
Mitchell Zellen, 27630 Echo Valley.
Farmington, was on the spring semes-
ter dean’s list at Xavier University,
Qncinnati. Ohio.

Xavier, a cocducational Jesut Uni-
versity, has more than 6,000 students.
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manufacturer for long

WERE
up 3750
to

size 4-12 slim & regular

FROM THE MANUFACTURER OF OUR FINEST
SLEEPWEAR and UNDERWEAR

CHILDREN'S FASHION SHOPS

A Special Group of

lasting wear.
NOwW

3450

substantial savings
on boys' and giris’
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PLANTS: ,

Hundreds of plants brought to your
home for sale to you and your friends. Beautiful
tropical plants from 6" to 6" and priced from 75¢
to $60.00. Assorted pottery also shown. SPE-
CIAL terms set up to clubs or social groups for
money raising events.

ane which he will “‘grow into™ later.
Before purchase, determine the
rider's ability and the type of ridi
he intends to do

For extra protection and visibility
s night, tape refiective trim lo the
fenders. handlebars, chain guard and
wheel sidewalls.

Altach a headlight and a taitlight
and check hand and foot for
fast, easy stops without instability or ’
jamming. Do not buy bikes with slip-

rectly. Observe all traffic laws and
signals and don't ride double or at-
tempt stunts. Ride near the curb in
the same direction as traffic.

FIND ALTERNATIVE routes
rather than riding through busy
tions heavy or hi 3
Walk your bike around left turn cor-
ners and across busy intersections in-
stead of riding it.

Avoid riding in wet weather. Hand-
brakes, when wet, may require a long

Classes Now

N

3

?

rubber-treaded pedals or metal pedals
with serrated rattrap edges or with
firmly attached toeclips

Don't buy a bicycle with sharp
points and edges. lly along
fenders or with protruding bolts which
might scrape or tear clothing.

Avoid bicycles with gear controls
mounted on the top tube of a man's bi-

a8 It can catch in the pedals
wheels. Leg clips or bends will
pant legs from tangling in the chain.
Do not cross sewer grates because
the whee! may slip through, meaning
damage to the bike and injuries for

cycle.
To insure safely, use a bicycle con  the rider

NOW WE'RE
OPEN!

Brighten up your office with my
plant decorating service.

'
Call Mary for information at

-
Just in time for P 525-5395 or
BACK-TD-8CHOOL -
FASHIONS 528 275\5
for
GIRL
Barbara Cohen s Sharon Kamen

Sizes 4 thru Pre-Teen

“You tell me what you
want and I'll do my best
to bring it to you”

We are featuring
Pennsylvania House :
During our Storewide Sale

Almost everything's included and savings omount from 10% to 25%
and more. And in our new Warehouse Bargain Anpex you save up to
50% and more!

All lomps, woll and toble occeisories, clocks and occent pieces are in-
cluded. You ako save on speciol orders. Visit our Pennsylvania House
Gallery. Save 20% on piece in their fine uphdlstery coll«?klm.
Also

every
including sleepers.and 25% on selected Pine and Ock dining sets.
sove 20% on many selected dining room ond bedroom groups.
Just a few of the Pennsylvanio House occasional specials are shown
below ol ot a sovings of 20%.
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Collecior's Book . .. 6 §7.30 value

Six outstanding home fhurnishings
editors take you on a unique four

of “Historic Homes of America” and
inspire you to use these great
decorating ideas in your own home.
288 pages ... all tn full color.
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