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A state championship was at stake last week when the North
West

against Sout> of

Farmington To find out the results, turn to the sport's page

August 4, 1975

City of Farmington

Fifteen Cents

Area crime rate takes dive
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Homeowner group f ights plan

By ALICE COLLINS

Frankhn Village. a Farmington
Hills  homeowners association. and
one of its members--all ighting the
proposed cxienston of Northwestern
Highway through several Oakland
County communities— are seeking to
mtervene in a court action brought by
the Oakland County Road Commis-
wion. which wants (o get canstruction
of the long-debated. controversial proj-
ect under way

The road commission. hoping to
force the Michigan Department of
State Highways and Transportation to
begin the construction under an 18-
year-ald contract between the twn gov-
ermmental units. went to the Michigan
Court of Appeals in fansing on June
30 secking 2 writ of mandamus. a
legal directive from the court.

In answer (o the road commission
complaint before the coun. he state
highway department acknmwledged
that it has contracted to program and
build the highway extension. from ats
present lerminus near Telegraph
fond 1n Southfield 1o go north
westerly through Farmington Hilts
West Bloomfseld and Commerce to
Tink with the 19275 [reeway.

However, 11t maiatans there 15 no
tmetable for the project

CONTROVERSY HAS swrounded
the proposed project for some time
and the original cnvironmental im-
pact statement has been declared in-
sulficient.

As 1t slands now, the highway de-
partment has announced it will ap-
point a new consultant to prepare a
supplemental environmental impact
<tatement and its completion is not ex-
pected for another ycar.

~Our hand hax been foreed by the
Oaktand County Rond Cormmission.”

said Mary Jane Sternik, spokes
womnan for the Frankiin Knolls Im-
provement Association. the Farm-
tngton Hills subdivision group which
15 a party in the intcrvention petition

“We knew the road comenission in-
tended Lo take some legal action, bt
we didn't expect il this soon.” aaid
Mrs Sternik “Our group has been on
record as opposing the extension since
the fall of 1973.

“We've been staying on top of the
situation and our group had discussed
what action we might take if the com-
mission went 1o court,” she continued.

Mrs Sternik said the first notifica-
tion her organization had of the road
commission's {iling in court came
through newspaper accoumns.
were ready to act right away

ALSO PARTIES in the intervention
petition are Franklin Village. where
the counci; has taken a stand aganst
the freewny cxtension: and William
Yochim. a resident of the involved
Farmington Hills subdivision whose
home is adjacent to the path of the
highway

Plans call for the freeway to come
within several hundred fect of the
Rtosemond Court Subdivision in the
southwest corner of Franklin |

Detroit Attorney Ralph Stafko. rep-
resenting the opposition groups, liled
& petition before the Court of Appeals
on July 29 asking for admittance into
the casc between the road commis-
sion and the highway department

“We asked that arguments in the
casc be delayed until the court rules
on whether or not we can join in. We
also requested reasonable time to pre-
pare our briefs.”

Stafko said his petition also asked
that additional parties, not now inchsd-
ed. be permitted to join in thisor in a
separate intervention within a reason-
able time frame,
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“I'm sure there are others who will
want to join us. but we had to act im-
mediately.”” Stalko continued.

THE COURT has promised to rule
Tuesday, Aug 5. on the intervention
petition. according to Stafko.

argument now between the
road commission and the highway de-
pariment scems o be a matter of
when the construction should begin.
he added. “We don’t think it should be
built at all.." said Stafko.

The Concerned Citizens of West
Bloomficld. headed by Sheila Oatley.
is another group actively opposing the
cxtension
= ~Our board hasn't had a chance yet
to discuss the possibility of entering
into the suit,” said Mrs Oatley. “But
1 know we'll do all we can to back the
froups that have filed We've always
worked logether =

Mrs. Oatley xaid a meeting was
being planned within the next few
dayx to bring representatives of cight
groups together tn discuss the situa-
tion and what action mght be taken.

These groups are the Fastern Mich
an Environmental Action Council
(EMEAC). the Citizens Comncil on
Land Use, Research and Education
(CLURE), the West Bloomlield and
Franklin Concerned Citizens organiza-
tions, the Farmington fllls Home-
owners Associations, the West
Bloomfield-Farmington League of
Women Voters. and the Rouge Basin
Coalition. an arca-wide environmertal
group based in Southfield.

IN MAY the road commission an-
nounced that it would sue the stale
highway department in Onkland Coun-
ty Circuit Court in an effort to force
the construction.

However. when it acted. it went into
the Court of Appeals for the man-
damus writ instead.

Johnny Randall, a Farmington Hills resident. graphs and a story, turn to page 3. (Photo by
does his radiq show at WXYZ. For mo‘m photo-  Craig Newman)
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ticious destruction of property include
throwing rocks and bricks through car
and home windows.
of these acts take piace late st
0 subdivision streets, and
who comemit them
.. Oftén the
unreported.
‘e get & lot of Late reports on
destruction because people
the police reports to
. Capt. Burms e
“Many probably never get
especiaily i the amoont of
19 less than the deductible "
“The same is troe of larcenies.”

5%

:
{
%

3

fa
hat
Hi

Burns continued. "R's a property

i
fit
i)
1

EE

Suburbs meet
on water need

Is the Detroit Metropolitan Water
using water a3 & political

weapon 10 pressure miburban mem-

bers of is board to spprove a capital

improvements Y

Mayor Edward McNamara of Li-

vonia, the western Wayne County rep-
resertative on the board. thinks there

» g 1S
means -of sceking a court directiv
compel an official or public body to
do what has been determined to be a
legal duty

The cost of completing the highway
has tripled from its original estimate
of $37 million to more than $100 mil-
lion. and the expanded environmental
impact study set a new timetable in
which early 1979 i3 the first possible
date construction bids could go out.

The contract between the road com-
mission and the state highway depart-
ment runs until 1962

After hearing of the highway depart-
ment's answer 10 its arguments. coun-
ty road commissioners Fred L.
Harris, William Richards and John R.
Gnau Jr. released  statement saying
they were “gratified that the highway
department its obligation to
extend Northwestern and that it in-
tends to do so expeditiously

““But expeditiously apparently
means something -different to them
than il does to us and most other
people.” said the road commissioners.

The state soid §25 million in dedica-
ted tax bonds in April 157 to partially
fund the total extension project. The
county road commission has paid
$904.000 annually since that time as
its share of debt service on the bonds.
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upportable drain on
o and would destroy what
tranquility remains in western Omk-
land County.

Proponents say the extension is the
key to solving traffic problems in
wejtern Oukland and the iakes area

Man killed

in accident

A H-year-old Farminglon Hills resi-
dert was killed Friday night in a four-
vehicle collision on Farmington Road
north of Eight Mile. .

Farmington. Farmington Hills. City of
Plymouth and the townships of
Plymouth and Canton.

w0 s as five pounds
normal

nan water revenues are being used to

problem of failure
o0 get sn independent audit of the de-
's books and review the exist-
ing rate structure. which McNamara
feels has the suburbs supporting De-
troit

our .
Officials at today's meeting will dis-
the continuing
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fay have areas. results in the exist-

intent; reduced the pressure  ing water customers “financing our
10 force the board, which has four De- "

three suburben members. McNamara ssid that new mains

0 approve the capital imp lead to new and help ex

Isting residents move farther ox

approval has been de- The suburbe now peying into the sys-

suburben board  tem are financing the bond ssues that
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Peggy Williams and Mery Allmay.
graduates of Farmington High
School; and John Truit. lmd

arship project to rate the contenders
on grades with assists fram school
counselors.

Miss Howard. of 2008 Ivy Wood

Drive. expects to enter a fine arts col-
lege of faxhion in Miami. Fla
Miss Williams. of "22710 Violet.

Miss Allmayer. of 20845 Dohany
Drive. expects to attend Schoolcrall
Cotlege in pursuit of a career in child
care

Truitt. of 26258 Geraldine Court. will
pursue a career in law enforvement
a Mercy College

The scholarship offered by the
Jaycee Auxiliary is one of seven open
to high school graduates every year
by local service groups and other me-
motial foundations

A Farmington Hills octogens-
rian leads a life 30 active she
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Two l-:armirman ares base

ball teams clashed in a Pony
League regional conlet. The
winner? You'll find the answer
on page 12A.




