Arraigned

Farmington Hills Police Det. Russell Conway (right) leads Alan
Meharry to his arraignment. (Staft photo by Harry Mauthe)

Winery purchase

is on the horizon

By STEVE BARNABY

One of Detroit's leading restaurs-
teurs is making a bid to become the
owner of the old LaSalle Winery in
the City of Farmington.

The city council this week consid-
ered approval of a Class C lquor W
cense for James Constand. 31119 Old
Stage. Birmingham, who is negotiat-
ing a purchase agreement with the
Chamberlain Company of America.
owners of the property. Constand is
the owner of Jim's Garage in Detroit.

ALTHOUGH EXPRESSING satisfac-
tion with Constand's plan to convert
the winery into a restaurant and thea-
ter facility, the council tabled the li-
cense request until the next meeting.
The city had agreed to grant a license

.to another person. contingent on pur-

chase of the property. 1t appears that
purchase agreement has falled to
materialize, sccording to Robert Dead-
man, Farmington city manager.

In » letter 10 the council. Constand
2aid he plans to operate one or more
full-service dining facilities. including
banquet and catering services and pos-
sibly a complementary theater (acil-
ity .

Deadman also expressed satisfac-
tion with the offer.

“We believe the city has been of-
fered m rare opportunity to allow for
the redevelopment of one of its older
buildings which has historical signifi-
cance to the community.” said Dead-
man.

Constand, who spoke before the
council, said he will design the facil-
Ry to “maintain the character and
uniqueness of the building.“"He was re-
luctant to talk of indepth plans until
approval of the liquor license. A com-
mittment on the lcense is “‘essential"
in order to arrange the necessary fi-

. Meharry

urder suspect arraigned

Roads In Farmington Hills.

Meharry is being held in the Oak-
land County Jail awaiting his pre-
trial hearing set for 10 a.m. Aug. 15.

has been charged with
“open" murder and could receive a

pointed
by a circuit judge in Portisc.
According to Farmington Hills
Ronald Holko, *

aesees.” Holko His body was
l;nll1§un July 38 by Gerome
. .8

The 33yearold Jolwwon had been
fiving akoe st his 1322 Westbrooke.
Detroit. hame. Michigan State Police
heiped identify the body when it was
found, as there was o identification
on the victim.

Oskland County Medical Exam-
iner's office said the cause of death
m:wmmmlom

*We've recovered

Capt. Russeil Conway headed the in-
vestigtation into Johnson's desth.
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City managers split on CETA

By SUSAN AVERILL

An increased federal grant 1o the
aly of Farmingion Hills will enable
the city to hire about 25 new employ-
s 10 help offset rising uncmployment
figures. - :

As » participant in the Com-
prehensive Employment and Training
Act 1CETA). the oy was given
$507.000 under two differemt pro-
grams

The City of Farmington. also partic):
pating in the federal program. recent
ly authorized a commitment which
would continue to underwrite the em-
ployment of the present eight CETA
employes. but which wouldnl enable
the city to hire others.

“In analyzing the funds granted. we
find that the city is in a pasition to
continue the employment of thase per-
sont already on the city payroll
through the fiscal year 197576, said
Farmington City Manager Robent
to the city council.

nancing for the development of the
property. ding to )

Vacant since 1970, the winery has
had a number of prospective buyers,
but financial backing has been a prob-
fem. Before becoming a winery. the
{acility on Grand River was a terml-
nal for the Detroit Urban Railroad. be-
fore it went out of business

CONSTAND HOPES to begin remod-
eling as soon as license approval is
. He foresees spring of next

year as the opening date

Last August. Southfield architect
James Coquillard presented a set of
plans for the £).000-aquare-foot build-
ing. City officials liked the plans and
orally agreed to lssue & liquor license
i, within a year, he came back for a
bullding permit.

“THE AMOUNT s nsufficient to
add more employes to the city staff.”

Farmington has been granted
$71.900 to continue the CETA pro-
grams through the next year.

Although Farmington Hills City
Manager George Majoros is enthusias-
tic about the programs. Deadman
thinks the money could be put to bet-
ter use.

At Monday night's Farmington Gty
Council meeting. he introduced a let-
ter from the city of Now. which re-
quested support for a resolution to ex-
pand the CETA programs instead of
“giveaway programs that donl ben-
cfit the public

“We believe the City of Novi is
right in its position that unqualiti

our economy.” he sad m a memo to
the council.

“We question, however, whether
CETA programs are the answer lo
this problem. Rather. we beheve that
grants which provide for labor and
materials 1o construct needed public
{acilities. such as roads. buldngs
parks. and-so-on, would have more
long-term benefit and would be more
of a stimulus to the economy than put-
ung people to work in governmenta!
agencies without any funds to provide
equipment and matenals to make
anethwhule use of their employment.

“CONSTRUCTION projects would
employ large segments of our popu-
1ation in either a direct or sUpporting
role to the project.” he sad

n a telephone intervicw Tuesday
Deadman said there were three rea-
sons his suggestion would be better
than present CETA .

1t would maintain the emmploye’s nor-
mal line of work. It would also give
the commumity a lasting effect for the

monecy spend

Using federal funds to hire citizens
to build public facilities would have a
~spin-off"* effect. says Deadman. cre-
ating a demand and stimulating a
flow of comstruction materials. Dead-
man called it 3 “shot in the arm” for
the construction business

“Instead of paying them unemploy-
ment, it would stimulate the econo-
my. It's not that the peaple (who are
presently on unemployment com-
pensation) are undeseriing. 1 think
most people would rather be gainfully
cmployed T just gol to believe that in
the long run. it's the best thing to
it

1t such a program were put into ef-
fect d said t l

As of laie June, was opti-
mistic about opening the facility.

“As for the council’s committment
to Coquillard for the liquor license to
develop the same property. that com-
mittment is no longer valid as Mr. Co-
quillard has not been able to acquire
the property in question.” said Dead-
man.

The winery, standing empty since 1970, soon may be a dinner
and theatar facllity in the City of Farmington. (Staff photo)

P

unemp pro-
grams add little to our. country's pro-
ductivily and certainly are a drain on

gvu]hbe pat to godusemvhrm

ington.
“Farmington does not have a recre-

Charge cards good
for classified ads

A forward step in providing steadily
Increasing services to the public has
been taken by Observer & Eccentric

P with the
that credit card purchase of classified
advertising space is now permitted.

Marketing Director Art Shafer said
e by individuals of either of two
widely accepted credit
Americard or Master Charge— will
be allowed so that customers may
charge their socalied “want ads” to
either of those accounts.

“The process of placing a classifled
#d by this method is simple. said Sha-
fer. “All a person has to do after call-
ing our classified department and

an ad is give his Bank Amer-

or Master Charge account num-

ber and expiration date as shown on
the. card.

*“The cost of the ad will then be bil-
led directly to his monthly Statement.
“This will be a convenlence to our
ustomers for it will save them hav-
Ing 1o mail the Observer & Eccentric
a separate check for the ad.”
Observer & Eccentric classified ad-
vertising blankets northwestern
Wayne County and sothwestern Oak-
land County through semi-weekly edi-
tions serving the Birmingham-
West Bioomfield. Troy.
Rochester, Southileld, Farmington, Li-
vonia, Redford Township. Plymouth,

1 1

. b

Westland, Garden City and Carton
Township communmties.

Further informalion on the new
isi "
plan. and the Double Action Family

Want Ad olfer. will be found in the
classified section.

OCC offers class
for chairpersons

aion facility We could baild a public
olf course. a skating arca and some
place for people to swim withaut be-
longing 1o an expensive club

“They ithe federal government:
<houldn't spend more money. but 1
Just think it would be better directed
Mo this program

FARMINGTON HAS aght full-ime
CETA employes working for the city
Six are employed in ‘the Department
of Public Works. one in the pohice de-
partment and onc In admenistrative-
general offices

Farmington thlls is now accepting
applications at city hall for aboul 25
CETA-funded positions Requirements
demand that the applicant be a resi
dent of Farmington Hills who, depend-
ing on the job classification. must
have been unemployed for ether 15 or
n days

Crawford Ramey is & saw mill
C inT

Majoros said he expects o foan the
libeary three new emploves Tuo ac
counting clerks and a rescarch assist
ant are wanted in the finance depart
ment and he 18 looking for a umor
planner

The Farmungton Hillz public wrace
dopartment 1: secking two cstodians
a draftsman two clerkdyprts and a
2f assintant in enginecnng

Two radin dispatchers are needed in
the police depariment. plus three add
tional typists and an admenistratine as
sistant

Majoros also said the aty walt ‘oan
vy emploves to tw Farmungton Arca
Recreation Commussion. incuding a
clerk and five program coordinators

Al' Jobs are tull ime. but are fun
ded only for the 197376 [iscal vear AP
plications will be accepted at the
Farmington Hills city hal! at Fleven
Mile and Orchard lake roads

supervisor at the Jack Danels
This photograph was made by

Junebu'g Cllr;. a Farmington Hills resident. For more photo-
graphs and a story, turn to page three.

Section A
A
24
A
A
Section B
38
Section
Section

C
]

SHORT BUT SWEET

Alter unsuccessfull
er mm" pers. ‘:lo{nﬁg
mm six-word ad in The
Eccentric Qlassified

OPEL. Mosts Rallye. 191, e
colent condition
No matter how long (or short), '
we have room for your
classified ad. Call us todey.
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