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By ELIOT H. BENSON

“Fish gotta swim and birds gotla
fly." the song goes. to which book-
stores can Bdd. “and people gotta
read.” Al least that seems {0 be the
case, for despite the recession, or per-

. haps because of il. bookstores are en-
joying strong busincss

A recent survey of a number of
local bookstares supports the premise
that Americans tradilionally maintain
their appetite for books cven during
hard times. The survey. almost too in-

Books for all ages

formal to be called that. turns up the
following as the most {requently cited
explanation:

» Books are inexpensive substitutes
for other, mpre expensive activities ot
entertainment

© Books provide temporary cscape
from_ personal prol

© Movies, TV programs. and talk
shows featuring authors exert consid-
erable Influence on reading habits and
interests.

Rod Salminen. regional sales man-
ager for B. Dalion Bookseliers. the na-

8 ON 10p.

y

tionwide retail chain owned by the
Dayton Hudson Corp (which also
owns Hudson's department stores)
it this way: “People have less
ey to spend on trips or other ex-
forms of entertainment, 3o
spparently sticking close to
more time to read
are cheap tut good entertain-
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books account for part of the gains.

“AGGRESSIVE ising and
innovative advertising and pro-
L and

are also creating new
Saiminen adds.
The Deltan stores carTy wide varie-
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- Eugene Gordon, Little Professor owner

.

Bending for books at Metro News

venient locations is also contnbuting
to sales growth. Dalton established its
first store in metropolitan Detroit in
1968 and now has six units in Mich:
igan. Two more are scheduled to open
in the state this year

These stores are lively places They
are full of people looking for books
that meet their needs

According to Willism Raytarn. man-
ager of the Dalton store in the Oak-
land Mall in Troy. do-t-yoursief man-
uals on suto mainterance and home
repair, &3 well as books on gardening.
crafts, hobbies. and cooking are big
sellers.

“IN THESE difficult times doing it
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hardcover book sales, is believed to
be another important reason for the
rise n demand for books.

Eric Fromm. a former teacher who

opened his own store i June under
the Open Book name in the
Bloomfield Commons shopping center
in Bloomfield Township. says. “'1 hope
1o do good business in this area be-
cause the people here have a fairly
high level of education and these
people tend to read a good deal ™
Nima Findlater. owner of Books ‘N
Things in Rochester, says her busi-
ness &3 “up tremendously’ this year
“1 serve a college community where
there is a continuing thirst for knowl-
edge Also. students from the high
schools and from neatby Oskland Uni-
versity are always coming in looking
for paperbacks for supplementary
course reading.”” Ms Findlater states
People traveling on business or va-
cation atso do & lot of reading. At the
Metro News book store in the
Bloomfield Plaza shopping centet in
Bloomfield Township. Jerry Trumper.
a customer. says he reads a great
deal. especially when he Lakes a trip

“] READ ONE or two paperback
mystery books a day when I'm on va.
cation,” he notes

According to Shirley Feinberg.

about this world of ours. They seem
o want to learn more for the sake of
for the purpose of get-
ting a job or improving their job pros-

pects.” she explains.

The trend to nonfiction. with empha.
sis on factual information, ' biogra-
phies, pop psychology. and how-to
books, tend to support this view.

“"We also think that our library ac

Pro youngte -
views for adults, are contributing to
the development of the reading
habit.” Lamb adds.



