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Suburbs want more say

SEMTA control fight looms

By MARTHA MAHAN

1t cnough seed Is scatlered, a gar-
den should grow.

.That's one way you could look at an
eawide public transportation system
veloping in Wayne and Oakland

cbunties.

; From Redford's new dial-a-ride to
$outhiicld's sophisticated survey of a
dity-operated bus system. most subur-
fan communities are moving to meet
residents’ transportation needs.

+ GENERALLY, o program is started
tp aid senior citizens and the handi-
aapped and branches out from there.
' Somewherc along the way, like a
fenic, up pops SEMTA (Southeastern
Michigan Transportation Authority),
regional planning agency.

*SEMTA cventually will harvest the
individun! tronsit” sprouts Into &
single, fullscale regional transporta-
Gon system. state-funded and
SEMTA-directed
+ But. as SEMTA paps up. %o do has-
fles over its control

Detroit Mayor Coleman Young and
other Detroil city officials are pushing
for domination of the regional transit
uthority Suburban spokesmen insist
that no major SEMTA project pro-
ceed unless the suburts are guaran-
feed no less than equal representation
on its governing board

Despite political conflicts, local com
funities are moving ahead with their
Individual programs.

$OON TO GO into operation under
subcontract with SEMTA is the Nan-
Xin Transit Commission (NTC) which
wll include Garden City, Westland
and Wayne

Westland will administer the pro-
gram which 1s targefed for scnior citi-
zens and the handicapped Imtially.
NTC will concentrate on transporting
groups of semor citizens to hot lunch
programs and social functions

Eventually, service will be ex-
panded to all segments of the commu-
ity and will hook up o main SEMTA
bus lines as 8 feeder service
I NTC will operale wilh state funds
for 11 munths as a piot program.
After that. the individual cities must
decide whether the service 1s worth
supporting

ANOTHER SEMTA-sponsored pro}-
cct ts expected to begin this month in
the Rochester-Avon Township area

Limited transportation scrvice to
residents 60 years and older is now
provided by the Rochester-Avon Rec-
reation Authority (RARA}

A call one day in advance will re-
serve a RARA ride within city or
“township limits from 10a m. to 4 pm.
Monday through Friday and from 9
am. to | p.m on Sunday

The new service, operated by Oak-
Jand-Livingston Human Scrvice

Agency (OLHSA), will run small

in six northeastern Oakiand
County communities on & one-year ex-
perimental basis.

Sharon C Koenlg, OLHSA represen-
tatlve, Is organizing service planning
committees in each community. Com-
prised of charitable organizations,
agencies which need or provide Lrans-
portation and interested individuats,
the committees will establish guide-
lines for community service.

Routes will hook up with Oakland
University and Pontiac where con-
nections are available to Birmingham
and Detroit.

Other buses will provide doorio-
door service on an on-call basis. Pres-
ently. weckday service only s
planned, although Saturday travel is a
possibitity.

One vehicle will be specially equip-

to handle wheelchairs.

If the OLHSA service is successful,
a scparate lransportation authonty
will be organized

LIVONIA for some time has had a
SEMTA line operating along Middie
Belt and Inkster roads.

The buses run from Michigan Ave-
mue in Wayne to the Livonia Mall at
Seven Mile and Middle Belt in addi-
tion 10 a short run from the Mall to
Grand River for those going to down-
town Detroit

The Detroit Department of Trans-
portation (D-DOT) operates buses in
Livonia going as far west as Middle
Belt along Six and Seven mile roads
and (o Farmington Road along Five
Mile.

1t also has runs to Westland Center
along Joy and to Middle Beh along
Plymouth Road.

SOUTHFIELD is haltway through a
public transportation study and is
ready for some solutions.

“Phase two" will include com-
pilation and review of a recent survey
by consultants and a citizens’ adviso-
1y committee. according lo Roger
Smith, Southfield traffic engineer
They will make decisions based on
cost and other factors, Smith said.

Dial-a-rides and transportation for
the handicapped will be considered.
he added

SEMTA already provides Southfieid
with 87 buses on 37 routes & day
through the city. D-DOT runs 250
buses a day on four primary foutes
touching Southfield.

“One major problem is thal we
have no definite schedules or pickup
spots available to potential riders.”
Smith said. That's somcthing else
we're working on.”

REDFORD'S dial-a-ride. which
began July 10, appears to be an out-
standing success.

“The best thing since Social Secu-

No more

harassment!

+ Michigan residents no longer have
‘o tolerate harassment from debt col-
lectors

« The Collection Practices Act (1974
) PA 361 which became effective July
‘1,18 o comprehcnsive act requiring -
- censing ol both a collection agency
and s agents.

1t prohibits a number of debt cofiee
tion practices. including

*Communicating with a debtor in.a
¢ mislcading, deceptive. harasung. op™
« pressing, abusive or profane manner.
+ *Relating information regarding a
1 debtor’s indebiedness to an employer
« or his agent unless specifically author-
ized in writing by the debtor.

eldentilying collection agem other
than by his legal name or the as
sumed name registered by the individ-
wal with the director, or identifying
the agency other than by the name ap-
pearing on the license;

*Causing expenscs 1o the debtor for
long distance phone cails, telegrams
or other charges

eUsing or threatening to use phys.
' ical violence in connection with a col-
lection of a claim.

The act also establishes a collection

practices advisory board within the
state Depaniment of Licensing and
Regulation and stipulates that it shall
mect 8t least twice a year.

The attorney gencral and the De-
partment of Licensing and Regulation
arc authorized to enforce the act

The act provides for both civil and
crimina! penaltics. The department or
the atlorney general may fecover, on
behall of the State. a penalty nol ex-
ceeding $500 per violation

Deliberate (ailure to obtain a Ii-
cense by either a collection agency or
the manager of a collection agency ts
punishable by a fine of not more than
$5,000 for the first offense. Sccond or
subsequent offenses are punishable by
a fine of not more than $10,000 andor
imprisonment for not more than one
year

‘The court may also award a petition-
er actual damages, or $50.
1s greater. In the event that the prac-
tice wax a willful violation of the act,
the court may give a penalty of three
times the actual damages, or $150,
whichever is greater and shall award
attorney’s fees and court costs to the
petitioner.
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fity,” said one of its first riders. 3 sen-
lor citizen.

Senior citizens were the foos of
nearly two years of negotistions lead-
ing to the transil program.

But the first three weeks of oper-
stion disclosed the main riders as
shoppers, taking the special nuns to
the Livonia Mall and Wonderland Cen-
ter outside Redford.

Ridership is increasing steadily, ac-
cording to Ron Caryl. Rediord's trans-
portation coordinator. He is hopeful of
more senior citizen participation as
awareness of the service spreads.

Senior citizen fare is 30 cents, half
that for regular adult riders. Studerts
ride for 30 cents, also, and youngsters
under five years ride [ree.

Residents call to be picked up at
their doors and are driven
within the township between 6:3 a.m.
and” 6:30 p.m. Monday through
Friday. The usual wait is between 2
and X minutes.

Special shopping runs are Monday
through Thursday with a 25 cent pre-
mium added to fares.

Carlyle says the system’s flexibility
is its prime asset. He promises oper-
ation times will be expanded if inter-
est warrants.

WHILE A longtime proponent of re-
giona! joint Rovernmental action.
Sate Sen. Carl Pursell (R-Plymouthy
is digging in his heels for at least
equal suburban represeniation on the
SEMTA governing board.

A proposal now before the legisla-
ture assures that either Detroit or the
suburbs would dominate. lcaving the
decision to the govermor.

Under Senate Bill Sk the present
nine-member SEMTA board would be
expanded to 13 Detroit's mayor
would appoint five members and an-
other five. who could not be Detrok
residents, would be designated by the
Southeast Michigan Council of Govern-
ments (SEMCOG).

The governor would appoint the re-
maining three members with advice
and consent of the Senate

Makeup of the new board is consid-
ered critical as it will make lasting de-
cisions on transportation systems
throughout the region

“All (Detroit: Mayor Young wants
is four aces to begin with and then
he'll take his chances on the deal of
the remaining cards.” said Pursell,
whase 14th District includes Redford.
Livonia and Plymouth.

*‘He wants full control of the
SEMTA board and its decisions. [n re-
turn, he's willing to Jet the suburban
areas pay for his city transportation
system...
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The H. Freeman & Son label assures you that the
natural shoulder has never been in better shape.
H. Freeman has as much affection for the natural
shoulder as anyone on earth. And he shapes these i
suits with extraordinary understanding not only of !
the look, but of the way vou feel when you're
wearing one. And the way you look to others. If
you're among those salient few who recognize the
best of breed, you'll know that H. freeman had
you in mind. Now-into-fall suits are priced at $225,
sport coats from $175.

THE. BOARDROOM

Exclusively in Somerset Mall. '




