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Vandals took their toll on this bus owned by a Farmington
Explorer group. The scouts used the bus to travel to concerts

Bus vandalizéd |

Explorer troop band is foiled

By STEVE BARNABY

Lin Chalmers and his Explorer
Troop 389 have spent a lot of lime
traveling around the country entertain-
ing through their marching band and
orchestra

To make things a little casier they
recently obtained an old bus from the
Walled Lake school system. But van-
dals have ruined all that

Last-Salurday vandals broke out the
side windows. the windshicld and dam-
aged the doors Chalmers estimates

damage 13 be somewhere around $700.

Far from the naked ape, Kokomo Jr. modestly puts on 8
Mickey Mouse t-shirt when relaxing at home. See page 3forthe o
story. (Staff photo by Harry Mauthe)

The bus was parked in the Nardm
Park Methodist Church parking ot

~We just don’t have that kind of
money to gel it fixed.” said Chatmers
about the bus obtained a year ago. It
sure made things a lat casicr for us
when we had the bus. We didn't have
to worry about car pools and enough
parerts .to drive.”’

The 40-member band has won a
number of awards while traveling
They have performed at the Canadian
National Exhibition 1n Toronto. Ca-

nada
The disgruntled Chalmers expresses

throughout the country. (Staff photo by Harry Mauthe)

dismay over such vandalism

“This vandalism seemr to be get-
ting real bad out here. Kids are run-
ning riot, and nothing is being dooe
about it. There has gol to be some
kind of discipline or things are going
1o get even worse,” he says.

The bus is a source of pride for the
group. After obtaining i, the Explor-
er's Dads Club fixed it up. the
Farmington Jaycees bought a set of
tires. Now it sits on the lot. prey to
other vandals

'] think this is typical of the kinds
of things that are happening in our

community. { know it isnt any of our
kids. but it must be kids that live in
the area.’™

Chalmers now fears vandalt will
get inside the vehicle and tear it

apart

Although the bus is inswed. Chal-
mers {ears it may be cancelled if too
many claims are filed

“We've had kids break in before.
tut never has the vandalism been so
fantastic. We have enough problems
paying for music and intruments. We
really can't afford this kind of thing ™
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Public wants
open hearing
on Pernick

By STEVE BARNABY

The Farmington Hills Gty Council
has agreed to hear arguments on the
controversial Pernick Drain being con-
sidered for construction in the City of
Southfield. and parts of Frankhin Vil
lage and Farmington Hills

The city leaders were persuaded to
hold a future hearing after a dramatic
plea at this week's meetng made by
Jody Soronen. secretary of the Coun-
al of Homeowners Association of
Farmington Hills.

She asked the council to oppure for-
mally the $625 million project Her
group has janed with others in the
area in protesting the drain. which.
they say. will nain the natural environ-
ment and alter the face of the aty.

The council agreed to imvte both op-
ponents and proponents of the plan 1o
a meeting at an unspecified date in
the fuure.

The group claims the drain s beng
buill soley for the economic benetit of
Southfield's development. with only
headaches for surrounding commu-
nities The Pernick drain would start
at the Franklin—Southfield boundary
and end at 11 Mile and Telegraph It
will be tunneled -to a 50foot depth
under Telegraph and will empty into
the main branch of the Rouge River

“THE DANGER I8 in the near (u.
ture,” she fold the council

“It all seems to be a vicxus arcle
A road is buit. a regonal center
planned or buit. This mmkes water
problems through flooding or nun-ofl
that create a need for drains that fur-
ther aggravate the natural system.
tt allow more re-7oning and construc-
m, which causc more water probd

-

The controversy. which has been
raging since the plan was first pro-
posed in 1968, revolves around 2 busi-
ness district in Southfield called the
Silver Triangle. bounded by Tele-
graph. Northwestern. and 12 Mile

Opponents of the drain <ay the prop
ect is being built soley for business’
benefit. because large multi-story
buildings are unable to handle their
own drainage.

They also maintain that area proper-
ty owners will suffer dammges from in-
creased Nooding. changes in the flood
plain, erasion and polstion affecting
homes. trees. park lands and wnsur-
ance rates

“To allow Southticld to moe mare
land for mult: story high-density con
struction and to ask Farmengton Hill
and Frankhin to share in the coxt ap-
pears to be taxation withowt repre<cn
tation.” <aid Mrs  Sormen

I submit that these developments
are causing their vun problems and
arce foraing us Lo comtnbule 1o our
ewn destruction by creating the nevd
for more and more drims 1n the com
mumtics by surrounding them by oo
g oft the natural waterways n

prpes.

The hormowners would like to sev a!
ternative methods considercd be<ides
enclosed drains  One consideration
would be retention syxtems. It wants
a study .made on feasibality of a s
tem by a Michigan State University
peofessor who has made simalar <tud-
w5 in other ditnets

In a retention system. water col-
Tects in a pond and percolates into the
ground  Proponents of the dram <ay
the commercial districts in Southield
are ton large 10 use such 3 <tem

THE FARMINGTON MILLS grocp
fas been before the Miclugan Eaviron:
mental Review  Board asking the
board to itercede agatnst tnbutanes
tring built into the Permuck system.

The homcowners have laken issue
with a study made by Seuhbield's con
wilting engincers. Hubbel Roth and
Qark The firm recommended the
Hernick system

Mrs  Soronen panied to <everal
“discrepancies” in the

While the report says the drain wll
cauic miumum impact. it also gavs
Pernick construction will enable con-
struction of uther drawrs The study
she said. doe<n’t include the mpact
an open space. recreational facilities
wildlife habitats and educatonal op-
portunities.

~Farmington Ihils has some Jovely
undeveloped land  Some of thiv s
Nood plain area | don't tunk any of
w18 [oolish enough 1o belicve ths
land wil! remain . unchanged

“However. | du leel it is imperative
thal we now assess our wetlands and
do all we can o presene them. to re-
quire those that butld on or near them
retain their neces<ary tunction and to
plan. wherever possible. altermative
means to enclased pipe s o method
of controlling our water

Life-long dream comes true
for school district worker

By STEVE BARNABY

Lee Bartman thinks the military is
great

He thinks so much of it. xs a matter
of fact. that he has been actively in-
volved since high school. The 45-year-
old personnel director in the Farm-
ington’ School District recently was
promoted to full colonel in the Air
Force National Guard

“Being promoted 1o colonel is like &
Walter Mitty dream. it's & heck of &
nice feeling.” mused the school admin-
istrator as he contentedly sat back in
his desk chair.

ESPECIALLY SATISFYING to Bar-
(man is the fact that he made the pro-
motional grade on the first recommen-

OCC women’s
sports expands

In compliance with federal regu-
Iations. Oakland Community College
will add women's varsity tennis
bowling to its sports program.

The college’s athletic director.
ntice “'Pin" Ryan said the OCC Inter-
collegiate Athletic Board has recom-
mended that two women's sports be
added per year until there are seven
men’s sports and seyen women's
sports (along with coed swimming}
by the 1977-78 academic year.

The women's teams are seeking
players and interested women should
contact the athletic office.

dation. Fewer than 50 per cemt of
those recommended make it the first
time. he says

Those being considered for pro-

motion to colonel go through a strict
screening process. the results of
which end up on the president’s desk.
The chief executive, in tum. makes
his recommendations to the US Sen-
ate.
* The screening process is so thor-
ough. says Bartman. because colonel
is the next step to becoming a general
officer. Bartman admits to having as-
pirstions in that direction.

Bartman believes that young per-
sons are again favoring the military
after the protest years Auring the Viet-
nam War era.

1 think k&%nu starting !:ku;m
back to R programs. ‘ve
always been strong in the urban
areas. Now. some of the suburban
areas are starting their own pro-

ams.” he says.

The Farmington School District is
withowt an ROTC perogram.

*“The thing that made #t bad for the
military during Vietnam was that it
was being used as a political in-
strument. But now that the war is
over, more people are coming to real
ize that the military is necessary for
defense.”

BARTMAN'S MILITARY career
began in the ROTC program at
Chadsey High School in Detroit,
where he became cadet commander
for the entire city. He continued his
ROTC training in college and was
commissioned a second liewterant in

1953 After serving (wo years active
dnty. Bartman joined the reserves
and transferred to the guard in 1962

Presently. he is the deputy com
mander of the 127th Tactical Fighter
Wing at Selfridge Air Force Base. te
also is an active lobbyit in Lansing
and Washington for the military.

“Right now we're working on im-
proving the retirement benefits. As ¢t
fow stands. a retired person can col-
lect any benefits until he is 8 years
old. sithough retiremert can come as
early as 38,

Community Calender
Club Circuit

Sports ection
Farmington Life Section

“There have been some cases
where guys dic a few months before
they turn 60 and never git a chance
to collect anything.”” he savy

The miltary. says Rartmon. s a
good way for young perses to leam a
skill. with 400 different <kills being of-
fered in be Air Force alone Fdura-
tion hat become an important facet of
the miltary.. says Bartman. who has
a Pan.

FAST ACTION
WANT ADS

K. Decker of Plymnth found
ot how quick our “tast-action”
want ads can be Al these apph-
ances ‘were sold the very same
day that this ad appearcd n
The Observer & Fecentnc.

WHIRLPOOL wpider ané gm
e 1100 coch Wards Sqns
Tare refeqeraer frest frev |
year oM avecsde $130

Prove 1o yourself what “fast-ac-
tion"” means. Place an Observer
& Eccentric classihed ad today.

644-1070




