Adat Shalom

Congregation rallies with call for new members

By LORAINE McCLISH

Adat Shalom Synagogue is com-
ing out of a financial position that
once looked almost hopeless with a
new found enthusiasm on the part
of the congregation and a massive
membership drive that got under-
way this week.

peaking about the dark mo-
ments which surrounded the con-
wrm!ion's'{ﬂixm, Associate Rabbi
Seymour Rosenbloom said, "It
scared many people and it scared
us. It was a real crisis, but our
buitding is not closed and our door
won't be shut. We've had good
things happen since then.”

The good things Rosenbloom
mentioned were & 30-member com-
mittec headed by Gerald Cook ded-
icated to bring in new members to
the congregation; a new expression
of camraderic on the part of the
congregation born of working to-
ether trying to find a way out of
financial crisis; and a protection
from the court to see the congrega-
tion through until it is on better fi-
nancial footing.

Legally, the position the congre-
‘wation is in now is known as Chap-
ter 11, which allows it to function
without harrassment and aflows
for the development of a financial
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plan which will repay creditors
aver a period of time.

“WHAT WE WANT the public
to know,” Rosenbloom said, "is
that we are not asking for a dis-
count from anybody. We plan to

y back 100 cents on the dollar.
Wc are not seeking to escape any
of the obligations we owe. .

“This is Roing to take a longer
period than we'd like, but for now
we can't go any faster.”

Adat Shalom holds about $10
million in total assets, most of it in
real cstate, and owes about 84 mil-
lion, most of that stemming from
the building of the three year old
Farmington synagogue.

“The difficuity came when we
were simply not generating en-
ough cash,” Rosenbloom said.

The synagogue was built to fol-
low the move of many of its mem-
bers out to the suburbs, but at a
time when a host of outside factors
were moving against the decision.
Membership fell, but only slowly
picked up again. Inflation was run-
ning rampant, so building costs
ran far amld of the estimates.
Then came the recession. And with
that, the Yom Kipper War.

“So much of the money that
might well have gone into our
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building fund,” Rosenbloom said,
“was diverted to that

Rosenbloom said, “and everything
is di d for bers.” M

That created problems for our
members and if they've got prob-
lems, then we've got problems.”

A THREE DAY carnival staged
by all affiliate groups in the con-
gregation last fall in a massive
fund raising effort, was descri
by Rosenbloom as a “very healthy
thinmhlpp!n here.”

“1 ynagogue of this size with
so many things being done profes-
sionally, you can become pretty
anonymous. What the carnival did
was give us all a common ground.
It was a joint activity of unity and
common purpose. Because it was a
total cffort, it produced eat
deal of intra-social activity and
was for everybody morale-

wise.

Adat Shalom is a conservative
synagogue which aims to fulfill
the educational, cultural and reli-
gious needs of the Jewish commu-
nity, “and we do that and we do it
well,” Rosenbloom said.

It offers full nursery, elemen-
tary and high school programs, a
wide range of adult studies, youth
groups for the kids and social
Erog)s for adults, “as well as a fine

uilding for family celebrations,”
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any
of its pmfnms are free of charge,
such as lectures, and all study
groups are free and open to the
general public.

WHEN IT CAME to deu'ribin!
the synagogue as “conservative,
Rosenbloom said “those lines have
never been defined and they may
be more blurred than ever now.
There are certain areas we may be
more liberal in than most.”

The synagogue observes Bat
Mitzvahs on the Sabbath, where a
young woman is called to the To-
rah the same as & young man. And
there are a good many women on
the synagogue’s board of trustees.

Rosenbloom described the offi-
cers of the syn e as “at least
half of them under 40. And we are
very open to suggestions of our
joung people and our new mem-

A family picnic, tours of the
synagogue and an introduction of
syn: e officials and newcom-
ers on Wednesday, set off a chain
of activities planned by the com-
mittee to bring new mem into
the congregation. As more activi-
ties are planned, they will be an-
nounced in this paper.
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RABBI SEYMOUR ROSENBLOOM

Edwin and Rosa seek
home away from home

Youth for Understanding is
dedicated to fostering greater
_international understanding

by making it possible for

young people to have an over-
seas family living experience.
Since 1951 it has exchanged
more than 50,000 U.S. and for-
eign students in 48 countries.

the Harold Poindexters, and Frank Af-
folter of the Netheriands with Mrs.
Glen Mingo.

'l was the only one who had reser-
vatiors,” Mrs. O'Day sad
1 didn't think 1

sen of Denmark and Runi Holter of
Norway. .

Their departure left a big void the
O'Deys agree R

“'When Marten left he said now he
has four parents.” young Dan remem-
bers.

WHILE THE O'DAY [amily was ex-

panding to include the foreign vis-
itors, Bert O'Duy was won

1 started by helping place
in Plymouth.” she said. i
more | heiped. the more
So, when Nina and her husbend

YFU IS BASED in Ann Arboe and
now involves more than a score of for-

food. Many families throw awsy ss
much as an extra kid

YFU has been selected
tional Bicentennial
international youth
centennial year. The
tends to select nine
from the state for
sbroad next summer. The number is
based on population The recipients
will be chosen on the basis of as essay
they submil. Announcements al
the scholarships will be made through
the schools this fall.

MRS. O'DAY gets letters (rom sty
dents who live all over the world
thanking her for her part in the Youth
For L i
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over to the international exchange pro-
gram. getting more involved in YFU
operations.

For a couple of years she heiped
Mr3. Nina Orr of Farmington who for

program.
Sometimes when the students gath-

of Farmington or Mrs. James 0'&?
Plymouth.



