Addéd SEMCOG strength

needs more ‘examination’

"I’N By J:,m KLEIN

cTux of proposed Jegislation lo
formalize the structure of the South-
east Michigan Council of Govern-
ments (SEMCOG) isnt whether loca!
units should work together, but how
they will.”

-That's the assessment of Oakland
County Commissioner Lawrence Per-
nick (D-Southfield), chairman of 8
SEMCOG ad hoc committee to study
House Bl 8827 Introduced by State
Rep. William A. Ryan (D-Detroit).

The measure, designed to convert
the voluntary regional agency into 8
mandatory form of government, was

" introduced In the House in July. SEM-
COG's executive committee met 8
few days later.

“Last year. the executive com-
mittee passed a resolution opposing
the Metro Fund form of re-
glonal govemment after a cursory re-
view," Pemick sald. “Ryan Is former
mpeaker of the House and we believe
his proposal should be examined in
grester detall.

RYAN CONTENDS SEMOOG could
do a better job as s more structured
organization. Under his proposal.
membership would include 20 elected
officials, 20 elected from the ranks
and a chairman

Currently, 104 of the 20 govern-
“mental units in the sevencounty re-

90 per cent of southeast Mich-
igan's population), are voluntary
members of SEMCOG.

Pernick said it would be 60 days be-
fore SEMCOG issues a policy state-
ment on the proposed bill. The legisla-
ture im% expected to consider the
measure before October or November
80 speedy action isn required.

| “We are meeting with Ryan to get
his thoughts first hand."* Pemick said
“We want to leam what his motiva-
tions are and what he considers are
problems in the present structure.

“Most elected officials are satisfied
with the voluntary and want
to preserve local control which Is the
halimark of home rule cities. But self-
examination doesn’t hurt and we
shouldnt be-blind to possible defi-
clencies”

ONE OF the problems may be that
while all units of government benefit
{rom SEMCOG, only a limited num-
ber 'pay the costs, Pernick said. Ma-
comb County, for one, has declined to

Anolher deficiency, Pernick
claimed, |3 that some home rule cities
want 10 solve their own problems and
atill be eligible for federal funds,

“'Many officials (ail to realize you
must be part of a larger base in order
10 qualify for federnl money.” he
mid. “SEMOOG's 40-member execu-
tive committee is composed of elected

. officials trying to mesh planning for
‘s benefit

“S8EMCOG isn‘t another layer of
government. It's made up of the same
mrle wearing different - hats. The
reality Is that if applications for
grants don't fit into regional plans,
the federal government won't release
the funds

"Maybe the structure needs revi-
sions or aiternstives and we should be
open to suggestions State Con-
stitution sllows for change.”

THE RVAN BILL states that the
seven counties in the region share
, common opportunities and problems,
some of which transcend the bound-
arles of local governmental agencies
Despite substantial tion on o
voluntary basis and significant activi-
ty by reglonal agencies, inter-
dependent problems exist, the meas-
ure states. -

Students dig
up history

Twelve Oakland University students
are aiding the bicentennial effort and
gaining field experience in archac-
ology In the process.

They are participants in digs at the
site of an Indian village and at the
site of a Ih century American fort
Both sites are in the Port Huron area.

Among the students are: Kevin
Burk of West Bloomficld Township.
Cathy Carlson of Oak Park. Candice
Dana of Rochester, Thomas Dooley of
Blrmingham, Bruce Hawkins of Roch-
ester, Susan Morcy of Rochester, Mar-
ro of Bloomfield Hills and

lene
Willlam Wilkins of Royal Oak.
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starting July 4. 19%. Afer July 4.
1979, he advised. the legislature
should consider a permanent regional
government based on findings during
the first stage.

—
See related story, page 13A
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Ducks
Chickens

The bill calls for more effective
coordination of planning on a regional
basis and says the woluntary SEM-
©0G lacks awthority lo prevent ac-
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“NOTHING IN THIS act is intended
tions that would be in conflict with re- Michigan
glonal plans.

“SEMCOG isn't directly account-

ADMISSION

Sheep shearing

able to the volers of southeast Mich- oo oo oo R
igan."t the bill says. “Many special Form inchen.

purpose regional agencies are spend- ““The agency will be the only one in
mhrpimdpuhllclmlarun- the region ble for general pur-

portant programs with minimal coordi-  pose regional planning and !

ration and accountability.” 3

ds a three-year peri-

Ryan recommen
od of “'study. testing and exploration’ of special purpose regional agencies.
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LOVESEATS, Regularly $46f .........

B; special arrangements with this famous manufacturer, we've purchased
57 sofas and loveseats at prices that are lower than we've seen in over
10 xgm and we're passi;a the savings alang to you. Important savings
of $227 on each sofa and $197 on each loveseat makes this one of
Towne & Country’s best offers of the year! Hee is an outstanding col-
lection of fine quality sofas and matching loveseats that are perfect in
proportion, line and detail...each is superbly styled to offer a siriking
nhew elegance 1o your home. All are available for immediate Jelivery, ot
wel hold in layaway il you're ready. Remember, when these are gone.
there just aren't anymore at these special sale prices ... sohurryin!
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