14C Bwnirsps0) OBSERVER & ECCENTRIC _ August 14, 1975

Moral perspectives

Vacationrenews
roots, vitality

Thé notion that all fun is either
fattening or sinful is misleading
when thinking about vacation
time. We legitimately want enjoy-
ment which renews and re-creates:
we need recreation and the moral
person fills this need.

It is a surprise to many to dis-
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cover that religion is the source of
recreational thinking, Our fore-
fathers developed a seven-day cy-
cle focused on the Sabbath. They
taught that the Sabbath is a day of
rest holy to the Lord. The week
centers around a day of renewing
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vital contact with what is basic in
the universe.

Sabbath exists to restore rela-
tionship with the foundations of
existence in nature, culture and
sell. We find our source and again
fit into the eternal. universal
scheme of things. Religion calls
this foundation God but the title is
not crucial.

What matters is renewing our
roots and vitality. Sabbath rest
and holiness inciudes recreation
which develops qualities which
make us human.

HOW DID we twist these
truths about Sahbath? Religion
was distorted by fear into the her-
esy that holiness means avoiding
tension and amusement. Fun eas-
ily becomes passion for immediate
vraliﬁralion and that is sinful: re-

igion counteracted by offering
immediate salvation.

True piety has a strong empha-
sis on joy but much in religion ex-
alts the somber and pictures God
as detached from human reality.

Our society has glorified individ-
unlism because such a view gets
work done, But when we ignore
the Sabhath truths such a society
crentes cither workaholics or lazy
bums. We need a middle ground
where rejoicing is a social experi-
ence and recreation creates com-
munity.

The weekly cycle expanded in
ancient time into a cycle of seven
years algo. Sabbatical year cele-
brations included requirements
for promoting justice by adjusting
debts, aiding the poor and moving
people out of poverty into the
mainstream of economic life. Sab-
hath means sharing.

Recreation which roots in the
Sabbath idea means renewal of
relationship with our human foun-
dations and development of a sense
of human tommunity

Superficial fun, cheap thrills,
and quick excitement are not rec-
reation at all. Recreation is moral
when it leads us deeper into the vi-
brant sources of reality and re-
builds human community where
we share life with others. Religion
cultivates the inner spirit and rec-
reation strenghens that spirit
through the power of joy.

Markle elected
nursery president

Mrs. William Markle of Troy
was elected president of the Play-
mate Cooperative Nursery Schaol
at Beautiful Saviér Church |
North Adams, Bloomfield Hills*
for the 1975-76 school year.

The cooperative nursery gives
mathers the opportunity to share
in the pre-school experiences of
etheir three- and four-year-old chil-
dren

Information regarding scssions
heginning e second week of Sep-
tember can be obtained from Mrs
David Shupe of Troy or through
the church office.
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ago) and | have such nice warm

we joined Temple Kol Ami.

681-3988

a reform congregation
““ONCE UPON A TIME”

1 remember our Temple when | was a kid, (it seems like ages

I remember how almost everyone seemed like family. Our par-
ents scemed to know and like cach other and we kids were friends
even though lots of us went to different schools.

1 remember the Rabbi wasn't just someone we saw from a dis-
tance and didn’t really know. We knew him and he knew us and we
felt comfortable and relaxed with him.

I remember onc religious school teacher in particular who took
the whole thing and made it.come alive.

1 remember the warm feeling of our sanctuary, not the feeling
of a cold muscum, but of a quiet and serene place of thought.

1 remember it 8o clearly because it's all happening again sinc

Some things from the good old days really were good. If you'd
like to have some old times again, give us a call.

We'd Love To Have You Join Us
For services any Friday at 8:30 p.m. and/or, for our membership

open house Sunday, August 24 at 8 p.m. in our new home at 5085
Walnut Lake Road (just West of Farmington Rd.)

KOL AMI

memories.

851-5350
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Let our interior designers help you save 20%
on Thayer Coggin upholstered furniture -

Our interior designers are a no-charge service of
Hudson's. Over forty of these talented, knowledgeable,
experienced people are here to help you. And if a big sale
like Hudson's August Home Sale is happening, theyll
help you save money too. For instance, all Thayer Coggin
upholstered fumiture, including special orders, is tagged
at 20% off during this sale. Our designers are quick to
mention this because this is such fine fumiture. Here, just
a sampling. Sofa, regularly $889, sale $699. All uphol-

stered chair, reguiarly $408. sale $326. Chrome and
upholstered chair. regularty $586, sale $469. The tables
by Thayer Coggin and the mirrored console, also at sav-
ings. What's more, this is not the only way you save.
Whether you're doing just a.room or your entire house,
there is no charge for the help of our designers. So why
not come in or call. it's a thoroughly thrifty thought
Hudson’s Downtown, 223-1650: Northland, 356-1313,
ext. 563; Oakland, 585-3232, ext. 228




