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It’s encouraged '
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Tenchcr Kathy wDod discusses a 3tory with her students in tm pre-school Early Learning Center.

Sladeate

Chlldren learn by explormg

Walk inlo the spacious rnom nnd “smali group of children whilc a buy
you'll find a couple kids smeatiig col- . hammers a small board an top of a
ored shav: ing craam all over the table hrgﬂ board to make what he calls a
top and letting i’ goosh lhr\'l‘h their: Throughout the room children
fingers. Ll -re txplaﬂm dilferent things

Awainst the wall 'a lnunnmld is' . Acorns. Indian corn. aca shells and
happily pounding away al the piano in: ‘snimal pelts arc just a fow of the
dissonant. but rythmic abgndon “iterne that children investigate. sméll

This form of learning is going on ot “and touch at the science station
Farmington's inventive Early Learn:| \ There is alwo a tunisex) kitchen sta-
g Center. 26711 Farminglon Road “tion and nlmre center.

“That_kind of noise Is a Mwy
mund o discovery and we encourage: / THIS IIOBS not mean that students
It says the center's dmvlm Knm\ ; wander nruund aimiessly from station
Wood .

“in the program
located .. Since the Early Leamning Center is
throughout the room so m‘hook-n _aftilisted with John Wesley Colicge

The Early learning (h-rlnr)‘nphn
the use of “interest stations™

can learn from their play i§
The children aren't all hqdzd to-
gether around the teacher fqe story-
time. Ms Wood miay be telling a
story uuh her hand puwdx to a

"and Metropolitan Guidance Clinic. stu-

dents from that college help supervise

>mlong with students from - Oskland

 Community ('allexe and Madomna Col
lege. .

There are three different sessions
one for 34 year olds. another for 4§
year olds and a special kindergarten
readiness session. But the sessions
are flexible bacause they realize chil-
&m don't -all develop st the same

ﬁus s the \mumi year for the
Early Learning Center and the next
school begins Sept. 15. The center will
sccommodate 90 children and registra-
tion is going on now

Ms. Wood, director of the center.
Teft the public school systems because
she felt stifled by their insstance on &
dey-to-day lesson plan. .

“Our program isnt rigidly struc-
tured bt we do have specific. goals
we hope to accomplish.” she said

The most important goal. according
to Ms. Wood. is to stimulate children
The filmstrips. scashells. monkey
bars. scixsors. and picture books are

there to m:ourln crestivity of ex-
pression and promote a good self.con-
cept in the child's mind and body.

“What some people donl under-
«and.”" Ms. Wood says. v that pre-
schoolers can be as bored as an adult.
And a bored child is a child who isnt
learning ™

The most infangible tool in teachng
is love. says Ms Wood

“For example if a child comes toc
the center fecling sad. we dont tell
hmnatovnrry Ms. Wood said.

“We believe in hugging. loving. and
talking to the child We ask him why
he feels bad Maybe he's sad becawe
his daddy went away on business, We
say we're sad too that his deddy wert
away and tell him we understand why
he feels that way. Then we explain
that he'll be back and maybe hell
bring him something =

N

Schocﬂs refuse to pay ‘Gill costs

The City of l-nrmlrgwn Hllls will" < cause district officials were waiting to
have 10 do without financial

lMF-mmwwmm ~ning of the 1978-7¢ school

“TERRIFIC
RESPONSE”

Mrs. Cindy Seal happily lold
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#4d from - see the financial situstion st the begin-
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§§
i
4

7

i

“N-V

Crime skyrockets.

insummer months

By CRAIG PIECRMA 1

Daniel Byrnn newly appomnted. &
rector of public uMy called last
wthe City

month the worst for
of Farmington's ory and sad
mm do not sppeay to be improving

thdahsm it up €2 per cent over

have been stolen recertly in Farm-
ington by a local group of i15and 16
year-olds. Byrnes says

“JULY WAS AN EXTREMELY bad
month for burglaries, larceny and van-
daligm.” said Byrnes in M first re
port to the city commission as public
safety director | know 1t sounds
funny since we came before this
board a month ago and told you crime
was down 10 per cent {rom last yesr.
But that was before we had the fig-
wres for July

Byrnes complnmemed his in-
vestigative crew. saying i hes sotved
nearly S0 per cent of the forcble

entry burglaries and seven ot of 3.

attemptied durgisry cases so far this
year

“'But this outbreak of vandalism is
frustrating.” says Byrnes. “Tradion-
ally vandalism is the toughest cime
to solve. There’s usually no motive
other than the kick out of destroymng

d cars m\h . ur! iron. Unless some-

ve identification nll
NI htl and fake reports.
They dont follow a.pattern.”

IN THE PAST lew weeks. business

and home windows hae been de-

stroyed by ball bearings shat from a
high-powered slingshit. Among the
Businesses are Federal's De-
partment Store_the Prolessional Pavil-
lion and the Burger ‘King.
Byrnes says the estimated cost of
some of these large windows kv rw

apiece. s

“In the Professfonal Pmnm s
ball bearing went through two plate
gass windows and put @ dent n the
beck wall.” <a:id Byrnex.

Byrnes tdd the comncl about In-
mh‘ incidents of “lawry streak-
ing."" A lawn streaker dnves his car
on someone’s lawn races his
tor and puls the car mto gear. m .
mnlhwdupmlmm

“This is a serious when
they pick a lawn that equipped with

division have rvpndzdlh typeof van.
ﬂlum

ll,‘l‘l( CRIME appears (6 have
been committed by young people. The
bicycle thefts. Byrnes says. can be
traced to abowt four or five local-
youths Noné of the bikes was recov-
ered. but the youths-have been pcked

.

Stolen tape decks and radios from
Cars are often traced to young people.
Byrnes said

Byrnes is hard-presed to find a rea-
son for the summer jump 8 Farm-
ngton crime -

“ “Nationally there's been a 16 to 18
per cent increase in crime. . Byrmes
said. “but we've got h prodiem right
now. | think partiy 11 { because of the
bed economic situatior. but 1 also
think there's a lack of morality in the
mnrynd lmnmwlw
property.

Hemedhurallhrmﬂuum
call in when they sce sumething sus-
picious rather than lryh‘ to ration-
nlm it away.

\Co'un‘éil approves

baseball marathon

Noon of Aug. 3 marked the sched-
dled start of & 2¢-hour 19-day basebal’
marathon for the American Cancer So-
nay at Farmington Oty Park-

1'lw clly council Awnnd \M

ulnmdmmlmm
::nnlhui early moming cheers and

The rasrathon was heid st the park
last year and brought quite a few com-
plaints from elderty residents of the

ay's besuty
today’s scrap steel. Pete Kivell loads & hunk of
& former car on 10 8 truckioad of 100se parts.

-

Riverland Apartment complex which
is near the outfield. sad city officials.
before

The council told Public Safety Direc-
tor Deniel Byrnes it was his responsi-
bitity to call off the marsthon ¥ mu-
merous complaints were generated
from noise. .

“We'll put the monkey on your back
Mr. Bymes.” said Councilman John
Richardson

End of the line”

is. For the story and pictures of . Fumlngm Hilts
iurtyv:l e pm 3-A. (Staft photo by Kany
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