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| editorial opinion
Leaders should let regionalism

Blake to face court hearing

Michael Blake of Farmingion Hills
is scheduled to face a Livonia District
Court preliminary heanng a 9 am
Toesday. Aug 26. on a charge of
breaking into a service station

Blake. 22, of 21227 Remslear. stood

p-ld after failing to post a 15,000

lzvumn olficers James F;m and
John Jandesek reported that they ar.
rested Blake while he was trying to -
steal tools and money (rom a Sunoco
station. at IM417 Five Mile

i1 N mute at his arraggnment and was

| o . _
take its place in metro growth ‘

A father may dnslikc ‘the tdqa but he knows that one day his

daughter will announce that she plans to enter wedlock. or some

odglflcd version thercof. The; fallier knows he will have to accept
it because his daughter is gmwn up.

State ch[ William Ryan hasmlde such an announcement to
the 4.8 million lrcnu and non-parents of southeastern Michigan.
Ryan (D- mmf 2 bill which would e that
the Sout honn\}hlwhlgan -of Governments (SEMCOG) has
grown up nnd] is ready to take orf adult rgovernmental) responsi-
bilities

Rvan. a Tarmor Hotrse wpullcr is chairman of that body's

vrban affairs|committee ‘Even il his bill is scary to some folks.
Ryan has the, courage — and me clout —
on it this fall

" Ryan's idea is hardly ong_maf It's based on proposals in lho

“Regionalist Papers.” published by Metropolitan Fund. Ig€.. the
fine rescarch and education foundation which begat S| 'MCOG.
New Detroit. the Southeastern Michigan Transportation Authority
iSEMTA 1 and the Transportation and Land Use Study (TALUS:

OTHER ﬁl DY GROUPS. usk forces and just plain futurist
citizons have icome to similar conclusions. Those conclusions are
eomplex nnd‘ far-reaching. but. bere is a fair summary:

¢ SEMCOG's voluntary approach has attracted only about
one-fourth of the eligible local goi'érnments in the seven-county re-
Lmnaw Mctro Fund-Ryan approach would make membership
autoflic — | just like Wayne #nd Oakland counties are part of
the State of Michigan. No mere hiding your head in the sand, like
nohparticipating Macomb Cnunlh’ does. .

to grl public helnngu

« No one|has any real control over such truly regional govern-
mental agendies as the Detroit- Metropolitan Water Department
and the Huron-Clinton Metropolitan (parks) Authority. The Ryan
bill would althw SEMCOG ta write a charter. subject to state ap-
proval. that would make those A ‘mﬂ accountable to someone
or something — prnbnbls to SEN itself. The most probable

bers. rqview their budgets. perform their planning and coordinate
rsonnel policies. (No more arbitrary water price hikes®

* SEMCOG itself doesn't answet to the citizenry. The Ryan
bill woyld set up a 41-member governing body.
G)G s present executive commiltee. with 20 members elected by

elected at large

HAM ARGUMENT against the Metro Fund-Ryan ap-
proach jis a vague, insecure notion that local home rule will some-
how bd eroded

In fact, regional governmental agencies are already here and -

working. In fact. none of the 400-plus Jocal governments in south-
east Michigan is running its own public transportation without re-
gional ‘government help. In fact. only Detroit and a handful of out-
Iying gphvernments have their own water and sewer systems. In
fact. a fegiona) agency is already coordinating hospital ‘planning.

Sorhe suburban politicos fear a restructured SEMCOG be-
cause direct election of SEMCOG's leadership would open up the
“one man. one vote” can of worms. They say suburbs donY fear
the pregent voluntary SEMCOG the way they would fear a more
powerful agency.

Thd answers arc plain. First. SEMCOG needs the assured
kind of|funding a ory agency would have ithough Ryan's
bill wolld give it direct taxing authority). Second. the baby
has grown up. and it's time she was treated like an adult.

Detroit Mayor. Coleman Young is less than about
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CITY OF FARMINGTON HILLS
SUMMARY
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING
AUGUST 11, 1975

A regular meetmg of the Cay of Farmengton Hulls Cty Councl was held on Augue
11,175 Present were Councidl Viembers Deacon Dolan Dudley Lahman Mct'm
neil Opperthauser and (rtman

Motwn uns approved 0 wth Charter wap
prove the Nirng of John Richard. James Richard B4 Clmverﬂ Je Rm Cusack
Jr Tom Yakes Harold Aldrch and Steven Hume

Gontirmatan u Roll C% Wondstream Farms Special Awe<sment

of loaning necesarny momes fos the consructiontol D W \ante

=

a beefed up SEMCOG. Young's position 1s that he wants to deat
with the governor and the federal adrministration directly. he

alone wants to be Mr Big in southeast Michigan
Th rogmnal hodge-podge of governance in southeast Mich-
igan has “‘muddfed through.” as the British would say. long

enoughi Ryan's bill. while it may not contain all the final an-
swers. certainly poses the right questions. It deserves cool analy-
sis. refined discussion — not the irrational fear of a daddy who

nance Building by the Farmngton i« Buldng Awthorty unanmousis aporm ed
\mfr-l. Ordinance No. (R49 rerning property » 500 \Mdbhu Road
from RAY fo 1 unanemously spproved.

Mintion, unammousls approved 1 conduct 3 Necemsd Ieamx for Road Imon .
ments to New Market Rand. on August 25 (975 at § 8 P.M. at Cay Hall
Unammously approved conaderation of Adnpting g Resolutions tor SAD ¢
(71 Grand River Homes Sewer. (X1 Sunmdale, Colfat and Lundv Scwer (W
Fentt Sewer (39 Fendt Water. (R Nme Mie Rosd

Motron unamimously approved to accept the low bad and award mmn o Allstate

lorm? would be that SEMCOG. vmuld appoint their board mem- won't Jet his little girl go out on her first date. Asphalt Paying 1n the amnunt of 3157 for asphak resurfacing on Freedom and

Folom Rnade
Mntron approved 1o accept the recommendations of the Director of
ablie ﬁrmm for proponed reurfacng programs and ta auhunn -a«mmn

for wds

Councal unammous!y approved contract between Oty of Farmington Hille e
Manager Genege Majoros fo one vear from July 1. {$73 to June 3. 1976

Council voird unanimously 10 schedule & Meeting With proponents And npponents
A Perniek- Dramn a< prapoed th Councl of Hamcowners Awocaion
Motion ‘unammousty approved tn acoept bed and aithorize evecution of contract
with 1. & M Excavating Compam i (he amount nH‘Z! for the extenson of the
Herndonwond Water Mam .

Werting adwurmed 10 88 PM.

HENRY M HOGAN. JR . Co-Poblisker
PHILIP H FOWER. Co-Pabiaber
l U . [

N . t JONN RETIOV, Kaw uirre Edster
Ohscru l“l\_, 194 Pll ricr TSN RO, Ko
DIVISION )‘F“! LY I.A\ oMMt tlt \TKV\‘(‘!INY. ATION - . B

R Member of Prepared by FLOVD A CAIRNS

Lo Y MICHIGAN PRESS ASSOCIATION Catw
- SUBURBAN NEWSPAPERS OF AMERICA
NATIONAL NEWSPAPER ASSOCIATION

~
\wmvdbt F.ari C Opprrihacser
Mayor

Peobing  Aegust 33 1T3

‘Vhy Pay More! Why Pay More!

} Bill Schnelder’s Meats |

AQ00DOLD nunohn BUTCHER S%O0P

Why Pay More!

Red.VCr:oss
honors youths

Youths sdrving the Red Cross will
be honored [at 11 am . Aug 25 at the
Northwest Regtonal Red Cross Blood
Center. 15457 Middle Belt
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thrifty acres

Why Pay Morej

Those receiving  recognition are
Marta Applebee. Maureen Flynn
Linda Strajkowski and Carol Such
enek. all ol Redford. Eve Ciantar.
Jayne Golisi Robin Lovell, Apnl New.
man. Cindy| Stowe. Cindy Troszak and
Wanda Tylpr. all of Livonia; Robin

. Crown. Valerie Main and Linda Fbel.
Delmonico al of Fafmington. and Carolyn
Slohkl . Calmes of Northville N

Twenty yputh volunteers who have |
spent sumther hours at the Farm
ington Comvalescent Center. 3056 Ful-
som. Farmington. will be hanored at
130 p.m . Aug 25 at the convalescent
center
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