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Storék' epers
_ try living
wzth hllstory

(The older suburban tusiness Mﬂcu
are struggling— against the lhppml
centers, and against forces ¢roding
their particular identity. Frank/in Vil. .
lage. with its tight historic
Uion ordinanees. its affluent -
ings and lts quiet charm. has egplored
one way to cope. with the ‘subur-
banization of one-time small towns. .
Does it work? The answers offered by~
Franklin offer one path to the future.)

By ALICE COLLINS:

Tucked away upsiairs in thit Slade.
house in the center of Franklin Vil-
Iage, the Package Travel Service Is’
lnlulhq for identity and lk\slnen

Owﬂ since March 8 it ¢
rooms that previously h 4
Iadies’ dress shop lhat lasied sig"
rmmhs and s boutique :’uue

'nn lmvel service is one u )
new specialty :m;u lhl aré d :

\(atm-‘ o

lhlll cute little boutiques.” he added
““We've got 1o let the people know
whal we are, where we are and that
If tHey don't support us. we'll go out
pusiness.”
Sherline and Susan Cobb, a travel
conjultant with Package Travel.

“formed the Franklin Village Business

Assecistion. Now three months old
the kssociation's primary goal is “get-
ting people to realize all of us are
here.’

"Tl'hcy tried to form aesociations be-
fors,.” said Mrs. Cobb, who is presi-
denf of the new group. “but they
never got off the ground I'm not even
sure this one i going to make H. bul
we're really going to try”

“We had representatives from the
%0 dilferent businesses show up at the
June organizational meeting So ob-
vioysly everyone is interested in work-
ing| together." Mrs. Cobb sdded

. FRANKLIN SHOPKEEPERS say

they realize any territorial growth for

business district ts unlikely easy.
officials’ dedication

the estimated 30 busi
Into the turn-of-the century’ hanes h
the single acre of
Imd in relldonmlly -mum Mlm
Village
The business district. l"ruﬂ
lin Road for.two blocks. is'In the hl!ﬁ

toric center of the vlllug

The turnover in the Slad;
an exampte of a lrmd bq,lﬂ
About three years ago

Merick Sherline. an energ
Franklin resident and owner of Pldt-
age Travel Service, believes the busi;
ness district can find an answer.to H.g
identity probiem through | mm
und cooperation.

“*About 99 per cent of. the’ people
don’t know we're here” said Shetiine:

“ANOTHER JOB we havg is:to con-
vince the people we're a ol more

the

‘becluu of local
A

pa

residential 2oning
side from longing for additional
we for parking. some merchants
are; happy with the status quo. Others
have mﬁl expansion. but lllled
ver. unless a business owner
-dnmo.mmmonmlohm

ing! change as Michael Michsels.’

owner of the Curiosity Shop property

did recently, things are going lo stay
prety much as they are

puulou will come only within cur-

and under guidelines set

by local zoning ordinances and

thel historic commission which regu-

LmL: any external structural changes.

-lnLIN!’S BELIEF that Frank-
Iln‘people aren't aware of what the

business district has to offer is born
out by an observation by Margaret
Dickey. a long-time resident of Frank-
lin who works in the village office.
She takes care of building department
matters and attempts to keep track of
the comings and goings of the local
shops and services

Il someone new occupies a build-
ing. he's supposed to let us know. so a
uilding Impemon can be made.”
Mrs. Dickey said. “But they don all
call us. s0 some of them come in and
out and you don't even know when
they came and went”

In addition to low profile hclmns
and Iack of forceful
ather reason for r-pldlmiure
cent practice of ‘‘hsbands

‘mbands setting
'ﬂl'lr wives up In business to keep

them occupied.
‘Cualilelh-lﬂun‘loﬂznwrt
out.” said a local businessman who
ﬂdno(wuhlnbemﬂf

IU‘I’H COULSON is owner of the
Rolling Stone. a Franklin gift shop for

grows.

want the orgal
volved in “negativism” ”

Although the new 'Prltlh Vun
Business Association will be deal
with problems that may arise.its pre
ident, Susan Cobb. says she doest
inization to betome

“*Being negative only turma peop
off.” said the attractive blond bu
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Once the valm mwnre. now Gorbu:k s svud.o of Photography.

13 years. [t's the oldest retail store in
the village since the demise last win-
ter of the 30-year-old Franklin Hard-
ware.

She describes her business now as
excellent “although last winter we ex-
perienced our first real drop since
opening.” She attritated that to eco-
momic conditions

With her success in Franklin, Mrs.
Coulson. a Birmingham resident.

a second Rolling Sone in Or-
chard Lake three years ago

A lot of people come in and think
such 3 high income area as Franklin
will sutomatically mean business will
be grest.” Mrs. Coulson said. “But #
takes time to get established ™

Newest in Franklin is the Village
Tea Room. which Aug. ¢ in

the Cogieton House. Housewives and
friends Rose Galley. Sendra Vodkin
and Jane Roberts decided there was 3
need for a place in Franklin where
shoppers *‘could sit down in a homey.
friendly atmosphere and est kanch.*

““Then they can spend an entire dav
shopping here with, fnends.” sad
Mrs. Galley

The women and their hushands did
all the interior decoratmng for the res-
taurant which previously had been a
book store and before that a lingene

ACCORDING TO their register
many patrons come from outside
Franklin. Other shop owners also find
umomen coming from surrounding

Farmi
and Southfield as well as Franklin

Everyone interviewed agreed

Franklin alone could mt be etamd

years, moved its studbo into the old
Franklin Hardware premeses mn De-
cember.

Juck Gorback said he and his fam-
ily are pleased with their Franklin lo-
cation and expect to “Although
business is relatively slow now be

cause of the time.” he added

We work mostly by recommenda-
tion so we get a majority of our cus-
tomers {rom outside of Franklin."
Gorback said “"But we're
this community can use someone like
us We're iting ourselves in  selling
film and taking in photo finishing be-
cause there's no drugstore in the
ares

Gorback. and most of the other
<hop owners m(eme-nl listed p-ri
Ing as a “'very serious” problem. Mrs
Coulson of the Rolling Stone said she
hired someone this summer to protect
her two parking places {or her custom-
ers

Other recent additions to the dis-

lease their premises and
rectly face a problem feR by the
owners—the heavy burden of the cost
of renovation and mk«pd the older
structures

243 3

nesswoman who holda three jobs, o
of them being a travel-consullant wj
Package Travel Servlu in Prlﬂlm

*“The whole idea of gur om-lmh
Is to be positive, to cooperate with
lage officials, to contribute lohu\ @
deavors and 1o be informed on loc
lasyes that may llleﬂ mmu
“trict.” Mrs. Cobb

The association .is M nvolvpd
with the celebration of the bicenten-
nisl and Franklin‘s sesquiceniennial,

?L?.‘!

“We even considered ull!b( our-
nlm the Franklin Village Coopera-
ive Business Association.” shi edded.

At the Rolling Stonetin businegs
13 years.




