Pancho Villa, was he a; revol sion-
ary hero or a bandit? - F

Thit's the question that Dr. Chares ,
Braun will answer in his new book.

“He was grobably what many wouid
call a -bandit, but he did heve ideals.

“Pancho Villa: Man and Myt Perhaps he strayed from them.”
Braun. a professor of  humanities B
and Spanish st Oakland Comrmuwiity ? —Charies Braun

College Orchard Ridge Campus, Farm-
ington Hills. has had a 3 year lape af-
fair with Mexico. Having malie 27
trips south of the border, the 57-year-

old Phbru'lrcnmdmw!h‘lnn ideals. Perhaps he strayed from real name) rode with a man named
1948 3 - Braun. “He wasthe epi-  Pancho Villa. When the leader died,
“Villa was something of a Tera- smo. He didnY hesitate  Arango adopled the name for himeed!

dox." says Braun. “He nelher

smoked nor drank, but. he left:five

\
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. Possessing tremendous Braun found out other strange
widuw-.mdwhommww physical stamina, he expected the things abowt the leader during his re- 1
divorce before marrying the nm:# same out of his troops.” sesrch. While supposedly fighting as a
- i £y revolutionary, Villa held a kO

BRAUN. WAS fortunate in hi re— ALTHOUGH NEVER becoming judice against the Qﬁ-ln:: ~ 3
search in interviewing ane of Villa's Mexico's president. Vills did become ticular reason that Brawn could Td..
wives, who remains ane of his staun- . S BRAUN the governor of the state of Chi-  "‘He just hated them. He was hke
chest supporters. even though Villa  _DR. CHARLES hushus. Under his rule, there was & that.” B 5.4 R
murdered her parents. i- “strange idea” of justice. says Braun il 3

Villa asked her to marry him. bt Assgssinuicd in 1923, Villa led a lle  0neof hiy fieutenants was labeled ON THE OTHER hand, Vills ad- C A
her parents stood adamantly opposed threded with violence. He his e ear remover." mired Madero, one of Mexico's gen-

to the match, says Bramn
e

*“Villa asked the girl if he removed

the opposition, if she would merry

him. She aaid yes. and Vlllllam

ceeded to shoot the pargnts rigig in
front of her.” says B
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career of notariety after. besting
landowner who had at his sis-
ter. Forced to flee, Villa became a
nusti¢r: His first furder victim was a
businessman who refused hirh food
*He was probably whit many
would: call a bandit, bt he'did have
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At one time leading an army of up
10 4,000 men. Villa used a recruitment

or die.” says Braun

Although well-known in Mexico and
the United States, Villa is hated by
nine out of 10 persons in the state of
Cuihushua, says Bramn

““The people suffered terribly under
Villa's rule. The persons found who ad-
mire him were those with ancestors
who belonged to his army.”

BRAUN admits it was dfficult to

search. The story of “the scorpion™
led Braun to a dead end at & Mexican
museurn .

1t seems Villa was credited with par-

Scorpions. he said. only grow to two
or three inches, and that's big. The
story just wasn't true,” says Braun.

Best known for his rivalry with US
General John (*‘Blackjack™) Per-
shing. who never managed to capture
the Mexican Robin Hood. Villa once

thing
criminal in 1910. Pershing's incursion
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criminal brain.” he says.

(\)

of essor studies mysteries of Villa

t
.1 tactic of force.
['3 He fust went into n town ad pck. 294 Secapitated. The head never was y
- ed ot men. hadnt any choice .. "
! but to go with Villa, It was ether join M2y Mexican's believe that per

The price was high for the capture of Pancho Villa and his gang
after they made a foray into New Mexico and killed a number of
Mexican-Amencans.

photo 1s the tall young soidier standing in :
back of Pershing. George Patton. later the
famed World War il general.

i

Famed for therr rivalry, Pancho Villa (lef)
and General John Pershing weren't always
enemies as is demonstrated by this photo
taken  1910. An interesting highlight 1o the

Some call im a heéro and others a wilain, but Pancho Vilia is
known by all in his native state of Chinuahua, Mexico. This poster
praises him. The translatiofi: "People will never forget Vi the
greatwarrior.” . A - '

into Mexico.made the World War One
leader famous.

Even his name was fictitious. While
a rustler, Doroteo Arango (Villa's




