Being quick on the draw‘ is pari of the skl required to score
points on the Hills” police; pistor team, as demonstrated by,
Niemisto. Note the sungl
designed to aid in safety.

around the United States in competiton.

By/STEVE BARNABY

Being a member of the Farmington
Hills Police pisto] team ix a chal
lenge i

An afterhoon on the range with Sgt.
Richard Niemisto demonstrated the
dscipline 3nd concentration needed to
become a'consistent markwman. Not
only is it important for team mem-
bers to be accurate shots, it is also
critical fof police officers who face
the day td day dangers of patrolling
the streets. he says

B

~Most sitoot-out confrontations take
place less than 10 yards away. An offi-
cer doesn't have time to reload or
resight in those situstions.” says Nie
misto. “"‘Recently. we have altered our
training 80 officers can better deal
with thess situations.”

. The force is stressing the impor-
tance of developing an instinct to for-
see a darigerous situations.

“These guys should know when a sR-
ustion may call for the we of his
weapon. Under these circumstances,
his gun already will be drawn.” he
says

BUT FOR RELAXATION and enjoy-
ment. the Farmington™ Hills tesm
finds shooting at silhouette targets a
Rreat pasttime.

Niemisto Is joined in team com-
petition with patrolmen Ray March-
ewitz. Chirles Archambesu Linds
Harris and auxiliary police officer
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Ray Marchowitz, a iongtimp member of the

Farmington Hills pistot team's only female
Hills pistol team. enjoys the off-haurs hobby.

member i1silinda Harris who has proven to be
a formidable opponent in matches against her
male counferparts Note the chalk marks on
her target which indicate numerous hits in the
hig score range.

Being familiar with a variety of ll‘oouna positions is esaential tq
be on the pistol team. 's alsp important for the officer on
street who mustbe prepared td lpool from any position.

practicing fof the matches.

Ready, aim, fire

A voiley of fire ahd smoke rings out during maiches when the Hiils departmental team meets with other team from

Keeping 5core after the grushing timed exercises often brings
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Hills Public $afety Director Ron
Holko aiso adds his talests to the
team by competing in matches He re-
cently won the rapid fire
at the 1Xh Annuhl Pistol M
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sored by the Oukland County Cheef of
Police  Association

Niemisto joined the teamiin 1985 as
a police cadet. At that time the team
concentrated on bullseye com-
petition. bt has; since dewtioped into
a combat shocting Combet
shooting revolves arowd ing in st

enjoyed
shooting on the {eam.” he A
tually, Idﬁlu:ddml!‘hmm
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+  Precision

It’s a police sharpshooter must

Loading six bullets into a cylinder
under normal circumstances lakes
time. but with the aid of rubberized

come easily fatigued when wielding
the hefty weapons under the hectic
tume tnals o

TO CUT DOWN on distractions and
keep out the sun. eyeblinders are used
on the side on eyegiasses.

Fina! position is shot from 25 yards.
sx rounds standing in 12 seconds:



