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DR. EARL PELLERIN

Earl Pellerin

He designe

By CORINNE ABATT

In his 42 years as dean of South
field's Lawrence Institute of Tech.
nologty ¢LIT+ school of architecture.
e Farl Pellerin nurtured 1t {rom a
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few students to the fourth largest
school of its kind 1n the country

He taught there unlil a year ako
and is the architect for the modern.
growing campus complex on Ten Mile
Road just west of Northwestern High-
way -

Now retired from teaching responst-
tlities. he 18 a consuttant for LIT and
maintains a private architectual prac
tice with offices on Civic Center Dnive
with a view of the campus he loves

Yet none of these monuments to the
man and his work stands taller than
his students on whom he lavished
care. concern and countiess hours of
altention The young men and women
in his classes were given the affection
a (ather would save for his sons and
daughters .

Former student Dario Honucchi. ar
chitect with Chrysler Corp and LAT in
structor, noled after the tesumonid
dinnet lor Pellerin. ~The four stand
ing ovations were for the man they
were honoring and not just his

P
¢ Continentol Bregkiow
ond Dinner -7

Above Prices are per person,
good oil doys of week; Lodging
bosed on double occuponcy.
Daytime and two day pockoges
also availoble.

Call or Write Now
For Reservations
1(616) 2285461

Sugar Loaf Village
.2

ROUTE NO. 1
CEDAR, MI. 49621

Pellerin lives his philosophy of car-
ing for others

1 BELIEVE 1t is the human qual
ty of the designer hes feeling for
people. his devotion to his work and
his awareness of aesthetic quahties
which differentiate the builder of
buildings from an architect who 13 an
antist

Another former student. Harvey Fer-
rero. Detroit architect and LIT facul-
ty member. says. “Dr Prilenn was
probably the most influential person
in exposing me o what architecture
really is—the person who said arch
tecture is more than putting buildings

together. that it 1s and can be. an
at

Ever since he accepted an offer
from Ellsworth Lawrence m 152 1o
help found & private technical school.
he has lived archilecture—as a way of
hfe. as an an

He remembers the day lawrence”

contacted him  Lawrence was dean of
engincenng at the Umiversity of De-
trost and the country 1n the depths of
the great depression

An unhkely time for such an am-
tatious undertaking”

“No." says Pelienn, “but it would
be vers difficult for a school hike that
1o start pow Attitudes were different
then We lound good key people will-
ng to be completely involved for long
periods of ‘time and see the thing
through ~

To accept Lawrence's offer. he put
off a scholarship offer to study at
Cranbrook with the renowned Ebel
Sarrinen—somethung he never dud get

back to.
LAWRENCE WANTED him to de-
velop a curniculum in archiecture
and civil engineering and requested.
“Al the gart. 1'd ke you to teach all
Ngpecial subjects i both

Although well-equipped 1o follow
through. Pellerin says it was an awe-
‘some nment “tat 1 was very
much inspired with #t from the start ~

He eamed his bachelor's degree 1n
architecture from the University of
Michigan in 1927, was & registered ar-
chitect and had completed graduate
work at the University of Michigan in
199132 Most recently he had been in
the architectural offices of Albert
Kahn, W E Hunler. and Smith.
Hmchman and Grylls

The inspiration is sill with hm It
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s apparent as he walks across the
campus talking abowt the first stu-
dent—faculty apartment complex soon
16 be started on the south side of Ten
Mile Road and the campus buildings
he designed

tie looks at the 20yearoid scence
buitding. I 1s solanzed bronze glass
and anodized aluminium It has weath-
cred beautifully 1t stays clean from
the rain and only needs to be cleaned
vearly ”

(nooung words as he would build-
Ing -materials, he describes what the
business and management building on
the north side of the quadrangle will
look like when compicted fie talks of
the beauly of the setting and his com.
mitment to retain as much of it a:
possible

The campus 18 » sharp contrast to
the original site. the old Ford trade
school in Highland Park. Pellerin had
five students when the doors opened
n 1992 Victor Hasso. Detroit archi

LIVERNOIS AVENUE NORTH OF MICHIGAN
Robert W DeLong, Mo

tect and one of the LIT beard of
\rustees, was one of the originals
Never to see hus dream come 1o frm
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tion, Ellsworth lLawrence died two
years after the school and 2
younger brother. £ Georpe. 26. took

over

Pellenn says of the sounger law-
rence. with whom he worked for 30
years. “In hs general management
and real estate ability. he was termed
a

Wa last year after retring in 1964,
whom Pelienin snys had the foresight
to purchase %0 acres at Eigt Mile
and Northwestern for a new campus
1t was soid 1o the J i. Hudson Co in
1952 and the present 85 acre site cho-
sen nstead

From those first five students in
1832, the studert body now numbers
around $00. -

Ferrero comments. “Even though
the school has grown from less than
100 when | was a student st Highland
Park building to its present size. Dr
Pellerin still knows each by name.”

He continues. “I remember when
you came-in and when you left, Dr.
Pellerin was always there. He
each individual and his prod-
jems .and sometimes to the con-

of the

gennn r
1t was this brother, who died in Flor-

d, nurtured LIT

terested in sports He told us not to
hurt our fingers so we wouldn be
able to daw

Pellerin says he believes 1n total
productivity His working day begins
at 5 am_ The pattern of starting
early and finishing after the last mght
meeting which he set 10 his early
teaching vears 1s still with him four
decades later

He cites “lack of productivity™ on
an individual basis as one reason for
today's s Il | were training
(wlpbladny.luwldbuaprdey
sional athlete does—always gving
more than is asked. knowing a better
)obtmbem-nhmhwnnm
grester effort ”

Another former studert remembers
the bachelor Pellerin as tireless in his
efforts to secure financial ad for
those in need Many who received ad
through Pellerin are still unaware of

n

1n addition to the campus buildings.
Dr Pellerin's designs locally include
Nativity Evangelical and Reformed
Church in Livoma with the star
shaped sanctuary. St Paul Memorial
Episcopal Church on Hubbel and
Grand River, Detroit, the educational
umt of Zion Evangeical and Re-

Mt Clemens. and the

Church.
chapel of the United Church of Chnst
n Brutus
His residences include
T Perring home. Bloomfield Hills.

the Casaroll homes in Grosse Pomnte
and Harsen's Island and the LIT presi-
dent’s home across the valiey on the
west side of the campus He describes

residents. Dr Waynme H

Buell and s wife. Va. as “mter-

ested and knowledgeable in the arts
His interest in ecclesiastical arch

tecture was heightened when he won

the -l‘l)m
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H AF“
Fournier is

in Air Force

Robert K Fourmer, 18, of Farm-
mmu;m-umdmu-us
Air Force delayed enlistment pro-
gram and will report for active duty
Jan. W

He is the son of Mr and Mrs Keith
Fournier of 28108 Quail Hollow and a
1975 graduste of North Farmungton

School

High
He will be assigned to Lackland
AFB. Texas. for basic traming
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the Edward Langley Fi P
award and studied church design ir.
Europe in 1539 Later he won a nation-
al award in design compet spon-
sored by the Natonal Councii of
Churches

He was elected to the National Coun-
cil of Fellows of the Amencan In-
situte of Architects in 1984 and re-
ceived gold medal awards from the
Detroit chapter of the AIA m 1970 and
from the Michigan Socxty of Archy
tects n 1973

He has held many elective ‘offices
and committee memberships m the
professional groups and for 12 vears
was a design judge for the Michigan
State Board of Examiners

He looks back on his accom.
plishments quetly mentioning instead
a philosophy which he says moved the
school from its modest bepnmags to
s respected place in higher educa-
tion

*One of the hallmarks of the school
in #ts &2-year history has been good
management At no time did we ever
think of looking beck The school
always had » forward look

And ® i is with Pellerin He dis-
misses the past. proudly. quetly He
ts a practical mmded visionary who
sees what can and will be

rion
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23rd Annual Policeman's Ball
featuring .
The Warren Covington Band
and
The Stan Skylar Orchestra
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Dancing from 9-1
Tickets - $15 per couple
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would go fo bat for his students. He is
totally devoted to them

*1 remember once when Dero Bo-
nucchi and 1 sneaked out of school to
play basketball next door. Dr. Pelle-

rin came over to watch. He is very in-
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