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editorial opinion

A trip to Washington | EUOCIIUICI .CS‘

is inspirational time

Careening over the jampacked ex-
pressway overpass, | saw the capital
city spread out like a picture out of a
textbook

“Yup. ‘s all here.” spouted
brother. Wait_until you get down
there and see how big it really Is.

- Thix Is the center of eve

And 50 | wax about 1o be introduced
to Washington. D.C. Unlike many per-
sons. | always seemed to miss the
trip to the nation’s capital | was onc
of the more rotten paper carriers.
unable to persuade cnough persons to
take the paper so 1 could win o trip

As luck would have it. my high
achool senior class decided traveling
to D.C. was unoriginal. so we ven
. tured off to some other ncbulous spot.

At any rate. that trip to Washington
slipped by until my brother landed n
Job in the Pentagon. of all places S0
this summer 1 took advantage of the
(rec room and board to sec the sights

TO BE HONEST, | was bound and
determined to remain smuggly unim-
pressed  After all. a monument is a
monument is & monument. 1 told my-
self

Wrong

Washinglon. D.C 1s quite a place

Although | had felt frustraled at
waiting to see the plnce until my third
decade. | was glad | watted

Having shuffled around the commu-
nity ncwspaper business ftor four
years proved (o be an advantage in en-
joying this summer's foray It ail
made sense

Anyone who_wants, really wants, (o
understand how governmemnt works—
from city hal! to intermational poli-
tics—should treat himsell to a week
or two in Washington

American government. as 1 leamed.
is like .a gargantuan jigsaw puzzle
Every picce is critical in making a
total picture. If a picce is missing. the
puzzle is incomplete and in danger of
{alling apart, .

Too often. persons occupy them-
selves with only one facet of govern-
ment. By doing this. they become dis-
couraged The paper work and unre-
turned phone calls seem mdleu The
time from when a problem is
troduced into the political mu:ﬂhc
until it is spit out sometimes seermns

endless,
But over the Iast decade. the nation-

Al government has learned that work-
ing with local branches is a key in sol-
ving most problems—and quelling
problems at their roots.

The best examples of this are the
tundreds of programs wherein the fed-
eral government relums money to
local units to be used at their dis-
cretion These days. the capital is full
of persons from local governmental
wnits secking aid and giving sugges-
tions on how best to solve problems

D.C is an exciting ciy with a
hustle of activity. From dawn until
dusk. the streets are packed with cars
and government workers going about

the nation's business. A person soon .

realizes the enormity of the proposi-
tion,

But in this mnrrnll\ are the the sen-
ators and representatives wondering
what the folks back hame are

think | oy
ing 1f you don't tell them. they'll ask

when you give them a wvisit.

ALTHOUGH THF. capital is bg.
you soon realize it's only the tip of an.
even larger iceberg. the American
public.

For, those who want b get info the
historical scene. Washington, DC. has
plenty 1o offer. And the nicest factor
is thai the best things are (ree.

Every department has free lours,
from the White House and Capitol to
the Treasury Department and FBI. If
you're really into history, the Smithso-
nisn Instittion has more American

mmnbmn than you could see in a
lifetime. -

My [avorites, though. were the Lin-
coln Memorial. Custis-lee mansion
and Arlington Cemetery.

On a clear night. a person
in back of the lJntoIn )knnﬂll Took
across the Potomac and see the
Custis-Lee mansion lighted 1 on the
hill of Arlington. The mansion. by the
way. is where Robert E. Lee lived be-
fore the Civil War.

Moro than any other event. the Civil

ed it. Although it was a terrible time,
it showed we could survive

Lee. who would have been corsid-
ered a traitor in most other countries.
has been properly memorialized, dem-
onstraling the respect this country
has always had for {reedom of dis-

Onlheuhrrh.lnd while Lee was

tion and wisdom. rose {rom humble
roots to make this country a “more
perfect union.

His statue staring down at the thou-
sands who come to hanor him each
year is a reassuring reminder.

nldwnn( in the night. It's the eternal
Name over John F. Kennedy's grave
Looking at that. you just know every-
thing will be all right

Metro parks scrutinized

Western Wayne Count

missed the

y their county boards. who pay little attention to

rwacm.!
boat last week, but maybe Oukland County's politi-
cally astute citizenry will do better

A special state House of Representatives com-
mittee is probing the structure and functions of
the Huron-Clinton Metropolitan Authority
(HCMA), the five-county agency which gave us
the metroparks, notably Kemsington and Slony
Creek.

At a recent hearing in Westland, Wayne Coum
residents profusely complimented the
system but completely overlooked the gist the
committee’s inquiry.

Specifically, the committee is looking at a bill
by Rep. Morris W. Hood Jr. (D-Detroit)—House
Bill 4147, which would unfortunately perpetuate
more prohlcm! than it would solve. To put it sim-
ply not unfairly, it's another Detroit power

BY WAY OF background, HCMA was created

in 1940 with a board of seven commissioners—two
;:rpolmedby hegweﬂnrmdmelppolmdby
each the five county boards of

CMA and rarely call upon HCMA board mem-
bers to accounting of their nmrddlp
The governor has a million other things to
about. ‘nd pnys little attention to how his
pointees’ work

ik

in short,- HCMA doesn't really ans-e T to any-
body. and Hood's bill does nothing to improve the
status quo. Hood's bill is just more of the same

old polllln with a little gerrymandering stirred

To be responsible as a regional agency. HCMA
ought o report to a regional agency—namel
SEMCOG itself. .

After all. the
tion Aut?nrll gets tw-thtrﬁs of its members
from SEMO&G :g shouldn't
HCMA also be unsmable o the offi-
cialcnlanmru agency of the region and an agency
which could pay more attention to the metroparks
than five isolated county boards of commission-
ers?

IIOOD‘S BILI. would require HCMA to
and at least

Obviously. the one-person, one-ve le is
violaled: if someone ever takes llmp
t;l;lrimm who run the metroparks are going to

Hood's bill would expand board membership to ’

12, but with a few tricks and twists thrown in:

lene County would get five board members,
three'of whom vuuld hlve to.be from Detroit;
Onkland County, three. Macomb, two: Washte.
naw and lelng,non. one each.

Clearly. the Wayne County suburbs get lht
short end of the stick: two board members, who
each would represent 68,250 persans. Detroit,
with almost the same as the Wayne
suburbs, would get three npre-
senting 454,166 apiece. (Population !lm
from the 1974 report of the Southeast Mlehlm
Council of Governments.) .

HURON-CLINTON s finding itself under in-
creasing pressure to pay attention to the
nized area. Unfortunately, Hood's bill does mth-
lnuomakethenautymrmremble
At present, HCMA's annual m
govérnor, who probably never at u. lnavid
ual tommlulmen are appointed every our years

I

one park. . .in m‘?_"'::
a nice idea, on paper, tat the lqhhtun has no
business meddling in regional affairs in such a
de"l.‘ way.

In fact, HCMAhnhm‘mhm;'ﬂhDe-
troit Mayor Coleman Young's administration to
take over operation of much of Belle Isle, but
Young Is so extremely jealous of his and
hiring powers that he said no, he wants '
money instead. HCMA said no way, quite rightly.

So if there’s no metropark in Detroit today. #t's
the faylt of a certain grasping Detroit politician—
not the HCMA.

AT THE OUTSET, it was mentioned that west.
em Wayne Count: {ailed

Perhaps Oakland County folks will do better.

House committee will hold its hearing Mon-

day, Sept. 29 at 7:30 pm. in the Oun; Commis-
sioners auditorium. 1200 N. Telegraph, 3

_; by MANKN HOEG 4N — ——

We're two weeks into the new televisin season
-\#vlr: rating game is on.

owrm
data to see who walched what last year.
The programs with low ratings last year have
disappeared (rom the scene.
ﬁrmmlhhlpriwhv!hmmuud

wvelhemwrl ratings for the whole night.
The ratings are important because advertisers
are willing to pa{ mrforldumzlf
3
To counteract a hlyxly
works move one
from another night. so!!m it
time as the first show. While this has
to reduce the rating of the show mo

Observonon
Point

S W CHILIE L PO ER —— —

Vandalism is one of the biggest problems in the
suburbs today. even though R is not much report-
ed by the Detrojt newspapers or TV stations

But at this ne we get countless calls
<complaining about vandalism. and we make a
real point of covering the story because we know
it is important to people who live here

Some regent examples:

* Explorer Scout Post 389 in Fartnington Hills
has one of the best programs in the area. Includ-
od is a band which travels around on a bus. play-
ing concerts and having a good time. It's a first-
class band. but a few weeks ago the bus was van-
dalized to the tune of $700.

® A certain elementary school in Livonia has a
hole in nearly every window in the hnlﬁn(
School officials have virtually given up insuring
against window mwmnmmm
sive: broken panes are simply repaired by
maintenance men

¢ A Troy resident. harassed by groups of local
teenagers throwing laxd parties and vandalizing
rmlepropertv has threatened to move out. I

he says. “but. believe me. you can
only ulwsomuch He complains about beer bot-
tles thrown on his lawn and human waste thrown

into his swimming pool. N

FARMINGTON City Public Safety Director Dan
Brynes notes that while most crime statistics
have gone down in recent months. vandalism ix

.

“It’s the toughest crime to solve.” he says. “be-

cause it's done on the run and there's no pattern
to it

No pattern. except one of senseles destruction

and needless theft. Ball bearings shot through

ate glass windows. Beer cans tossed casually on

. Bike thefts, and tape decks taken [rom

cars. Lavn streaking and shunmg especially

ﬁ Viewers losein rating game

stes] watchers from the first channel and reduces
that show's ratings.

OVER A PERIOD of time, the sudience is pre-
vented from watching the best shows on television
hcamclheymmlhtnmlmulm

best shows on television.

'l'hu switching also forces a television watcher

how to run its business. but they ought to decide
who they are trying to please.

iF m;:yv K::o“zsi:\ needs of the
viewer making run changes that put
in their pockets. in the long run. the frus-
audience will feduce the amount of time
lhe\' spend watching televition.

They may win a couple of rating wars this
vear. but they will be hard pressed in the future
to raise their ad rates when [ewer people are
watching television and all ratings go down

(

A novel anti-vandalisni idea

)

those affected to file complaints. and of a so-
ciety—wide deterioration of what used to be
called morals

BUT AT LEAST one local school district has
launched an experiment to reduce vandalism that
seems to be working.

Like most schoo! systems in the area. Clarence-
ville (which includes parts of Livonia. Farm-
ington and Redford Township) had experienced a
sharp rise in vandalism over.-the past several
years. But in 1974 Supt. David McDowell and Busi-
ness Manager Eid Salisz decided to do something
about it.

They included in the district budget for the year
$1 for each child enrolled The money was set up
in a fund for each school. ranging from more than
$1.000 for the high school to $500 for smaller
schools. to be administered by the principal and a
student committee.

At the start of school. the committees met and
decided what they wanted to do with the fund.
from which would be deducted the costs of repair-
ing any vandalism which occurred in the school
during the -year. One school decided to get a
sound projector. another to buy lounge chairs for
the entrance hall. and another to plant shade
trees in the recreation area.

Then meetings were held in Ihesamhlokl
the word out that |lvnhnsm mkept
ﬁwwnéhe fund could afford to buy what the k
want

THE RESULTS for the first year look remark-
able—""a substantial reduction in vandalism.
around 59 per cemt.” according to McDowell

Obviously. the system works through peer pres-
sure and by demonstrating to the kids that van-
dalism by a few costs them all.

Clarenceville is using the program again this
vear and McDowell hopes the results will remain
Rood for 1975-76

t's an interesting idea. and well worth study by
other school systems which are troubled with van-
dalism Amlnt;mniﬂlhnvemuﬂmon

i
and iack of motive. 'Ihrynho

tofind  dalism outside the schools by teaching kids that
destruction and theft hurt the entire
. as well as . rather than

speak of
a breakdown of family discipline. of a failure of

From our readers

just the house that happens to get ripped off.

3 tions %0 be proposed to the public for  to the measures. be
Council members == of o wares Pusher. be
need watchin Rt wouid that e st of  corste esimetes are svalable s 10

g thing would be a good arpamest for  the costs nor the means for Aunding
limiting the terms of office of owr city these proposals. the vote would be
¢ nm'::.muwm
Editor: For the two years, the counci
§ mmaym—b’m cilmembers Dudley and Lichtman de-
The Farmington Hifls Oty Comncd  tion. making it nigh impoasibie for the  9uced the fact thet this facade of con-
meeting of Monday, Sept. 8 might public to show its approval by ballot. cern for the voters is kmt thet, a f»-
bave been a little fuey S R were 0ot oo oo tooe of the cade. and had the political integrity to
2 seriows. especially to thase of W 0 'W m‘“ﬂm o call it
who sat through the very long eve- . Descen One does not have (o be a political
i and Ortman) are resning for reelec
ing. expert to view (hese actions as
tian, they and Mr. McOomell are 5 ghroud and
denly very interested In the s yompprrenibin v ol
1t was a little funny because adviso- 517 TeTY opinion of  (hy forthcoming-- elections the tn-
Ty questions o be placed cn the No- r electorate. During the PRt WO gnpents showld be jxiged very cars.
vember.baliot were decmsed. 1t ap JTOrD (hey have not once asked the 35 fully on the besis of actions mch =
mmm"::-n herd ‘lha:‘w:—d i
o advisory questions. .
in order to properly word the ques-  if passed, would not bimd the council w
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