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By SUSAN AVERIL.

A |m\|blc change in the prwcn\‘
teaching contract will save the Farm-
ington School Mhstrict $100.000 pnd !
allow teachers to go.home with al
lttle extra mnnu 10 their pockets |

The gavings’ will reduce the hs-
trict's loss in state did to $161.600 ‘
This figure inclides a $140.000 loss be-
cause of & reduttion in enmilment ©

In a press ennfrrence Toesday mom- |
ing. school administrators and Farm-

representitives nnnounced i propesed

hange. as 1t will be voted upon |

by h achers Friday, stipulates that the
schoal district-1ake over payment of |
the teachers’ Gve per cont relirertent
conffibution to the Michigan Public
School Retirement Systern, i liey of
paying teachers a previowsly agteed
UPIN SIX POT €0 n| pay ierease duning
1975.76

Sull ~uh|u| to ratificatlon by “the
schoal. board und the teachers. | the
agreement would mean the teachers
would take home  shghtly
checks than they would if “they; re
cvived the six per cent inerease | ac
corditig to @ jant press n-l«.u}«

The was heralded by both ;
unprecedented charge” |
- an already settled contract i

move

“THIS AGREEMENT ts fughly, un-
usual in that each side can see a fery
clear advantage to this.” sad Thehard |
fumgstrom executive director nlmu
EA

upt Marinus Van Ameyde saud the |
agreement would help at“mrmllsh the |

"ington Education Association (FEA) |

576 master contret

latger,

i D
As fety hazard?

schools' goals stated during the Apri)
rmlhgc campaign
“For the }prmmum Schoals, this

ajireement represents a fulfillment of
the promises we made to the voters
last-spting when we asked them for
an increase in the millage rate for the
schools.” he said

“Last spring when wr went to the
voters. we promised 1o provide a com-
plete educational program Becausé
of the recent cuts in state ad and a
greater loss in enrollment than proy-
ected for thes year. the distnct would
have been hard pressed to meet all of
our, promises

“The 8100.000-plus reduction in the
teacher payroll will go a long way to-
ward helping us keep those come
mitments.” he said

Ringstrom credited the 1dea to the
adminstration By state law. all dis-
tacts must make similar contract ad
Justments during the 197677 schoal
vear |

Gang an example of the new as

- pect ta the eontract. Ringstrom sad o

teacher rarning $10.600 which includ-
od his rhise. would lose the $600, bt

end up fath his retirement contnbuy- ©

tions already pad and an additional
$366 per check  The - additional
amount ihe teacher wll receive Wall
depend on hus salary and tax bracket
The new agreement. Ringstrom
said. would be retroactive to July 1.
the beginring of the school year

ALTHOUGH DETAILS remained to
be ironed out, he said a correctiin
check wilk probably be issued The
check will erase the six per cent in-
crease ‘while Taising the level of the
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property and edge through'a torner of a newly erected tence to
make it homo from school. (Slu" pnola by Hnny Mauthe)
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Anne Saunders fell that her kiters
deserved the very best, 30 she took &
Lttde extra time in composng this
wamt ad
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teachet’s net pay.
Van Ameyde announced that fourth

Friday enrollments showed a. s.sxsuu_\

dent decrease. br 140 less' students
than the district projected. That

menns. he sad. a further reduction in -

the school budget of $140,000.

Earlier in theyear. the schools had
been hurt by an 11th-hour decision by
she State Legislature tocut school aid
by six-tenths of one per cent. For the
Farmington district, this meax a loss

<ol B121.000

- .

Total earoltment figures for the dis-
tnct were given as 14715, with 6718
in elementary schools. Junior high
schools have 8,761 students and senior
hughs. 4.233, for a total of 7,997 in sec-
ondary schoals

The- schools and the FEA also an-
noynced  agreement on a tentative
one-year contract for 197677, The pre-
sent teaching contract expires at the
end of this school year.

“The agreement what
we_believe to be a fair agreement for
bnyh sides Ratification this early will

n that the board and teachers can
continue to concentrate on providing
the best possible school programs for

Farmington. Michgan

students in Farmington.”
sand

y s who cross Niné Mile
at Shlawasse must cut through-a tield or ride

hiteen Centy

bikes along the shauldt‘:’( of often congested
“Nine Mie. (Stalf photo by Harry Kauthe)

Residents protest walkway,‘

fear for safety of children

By CORINNE ABATT

Every school day about 90 young-
sters leave Shiawasse Elemergary
School. walk east on a sdewalk on
Shiawasse. come to a fence. move to
the roadway and continue to. Nine
Mile

A crossing puard at the pomt where
Sheawasse angles inta Nine Mile,
0ps the traflic as the youngsters.
olten a dozen at a time, cross the
busy artery. Once on the other side.
they have a choice of following the

middy paths through the field to the '

subdivisions behind or walking the
Nine Myle shoulder

'They - choose. in practically all
cases. to maneuver the gaths -

JUST RECENTLY, onc more ot
stacle has been added to the list. The
owner of the ficld that was once an
applv orchar@ put a fence along the
rear of the property. Now the young-
sters heading fof the Grand River sub-
division which has been there some 30
vears have to squecze. between a cor-
ndr of the new fence and an abutting
chain link one at the comer

Older youngsters on bikes ride
aloag the south side of Nine Mile until
they hit the closed section of Shia-
whnsse which is only a shade more
smooth than the field

‘One concerned parent. John J. uh

- don’t hnru any results. he will go to

the state level

He recently mailed a copy of one et
ter to 1) Mficials by regstered mail
and received two acknowiedgements

One of the problems 15 obvious. the
former orchard is private property
and school officials have appealed to
Floyd Caims. Farmington Hills city
clerk. for help Cairns says he has
been down to inspect the area. but
has not been able o talk to the proper-
H owner —
 HE EMPHASIZES 1t 1s private prop-
ety and the eventual solution may be
to gain approval fram the property
owners for a walkway, easernent
there

“We're trying and hopéully we'll

ket that easement.” Camns said

This means. however. that the chil
dren will have a longer wak albng
the road shoulder and doesnY neces
sarily solve the problem of the chil
dren who cross Nine Mile and head
west «
. Meanwhile. Lahberte is working on
salutions of his own. mentioning. as
he lists them. that the fonce on the
back of the orchard was pt up on an
"Edison casement withot a permut

“Some of the parerts.” he says

“want a light at Shuwasse and Nine
Mile Some think ouf kids should be
bussed although [ gacstimate that
would cost the distrigt about $65.000 2
year to operate two buses to pick 1p
0 kide

He estimates an“rmm:n through

the ficld might tost about $1,000. an

unlikely solution because the owner

has shown interest in bulding on they
site. The easement and accessway on

vacated Shiawasse could o about

$4.000. Lahiberte suggests

Also on s list of soluticns would be
1o teansfer the students south of Nine
Mile to the closer William Grace
school and f there 15 pot enough
pace. install portables at Grace:

None of these are final The only
\nﬂg certan. s that the route those
gsters take to and from schoul
cach day has their parents worned
“There is alwais A growp of mothers
waiting at the corner to <hepherd the
little ones through the maselike bome-
wand route

Why students should enjoy
their educational training

By SUSAN 4VERILL

*'Not everything in o&ratm 1s fun.
just as not everything in hfe is l\xn
Mel said ly

berte.’ 21616 Albion. is
ofe man campaign to develop sa!er
whikways to the school for hus three
daughters and their schoolmates
Laliberte says if the letters he has
whiten Lo school and city officials

Farmington O&E

> Enjoymert. however, Is still an im-
portant ingredient in-a child's cduca:
tional career, the principal of Wood-
creek Elerhentary School said.

“'(The programs) should be cnjsy:

conducts seminar

‘We want to get to know you better.

To acéomplish this. the Parmington
(userver & Eccentric is mm a
public stminar on Oct. B3,
m7mpminlhe}lo’l.\daylm1‘m
“’hle and Grand River.
. The seminar will' explain the- basic
fuidelines needed to get the word o
your club or organization out to the
puhhc by using your mmn'ly news-

mmmmrlslm-dqmm;xb
Ueity chairmen, club
merrslgd individuals from clv\c
froups. Each participant will receive
:‘"plmwld of general information on
1o prepare stories and pictures
lor & newspaper or other publication
! During the seminar participants

will be able to sit in on three Kormal

10ns.

One discussion will cover how local
news editors work and the type of arti-
cles they will consider for ation
The second

publict
is handled by the editor of .

our Farmington Suburben Life sec-
tion. The third is devotad to photogra-
phy—how to work with a photogra-
pher and what makes a good photo-

graph. .
Following the three workshops,
i9 invited to join in refresh

everyone
. ments and lnlormnl talk with out staff

members.
1f you wish to attend the !mmr
fill out the registration form and mail
it to the Farmington Cbeerver & Ec-
centric. P.O. Box 89, Southfield. 48075
See you- there.

able, educational and worthwhile Chil
dren need to be given a sense of re-
sponsibility. An assignment shou!d be
reasonable and appruprnalc for
them ™

Blackman was barn in Detroit but
lived in SU Johns, 20 mules north of
Lansing.” during his' school years

He received his bachelors degree
from - Western  Michigan Unuiversity
and his-masters from Wayne State
University. He has. taught only 1n
Farmington since he bagan his teach
career in 1963 at Highmeadow Ele.

THERE. he was a (ifih and
teacher. Later he became
an administhative intern at Larkshire
Flementary and was appointed princy

pal of Bond FElementary the next
vear

Four years later. the school was
closed and he was- transferred to
Woodereek {Elementary He replaced
Lawrence Freedman as principal
when Freedman was appointed.assist-
ant superintendent of elementary edu-
cation

Married 10 wyears to his wile,
Helene, Blickman s hived in Farm.
ingtonfor three yrars.”Not only did |
Tike the community, but [ am extreme-
1y fond of the elementarics here.” The

. Blackmars havg two sons in. Farm-

ington schools. ohe in third grade and

another in kindergarien
Being a teachper can be a learging
(Comtinued on page TA)
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