High School.

Catot Summers lo
dents. Although they

t sculpture done by former agt stu-

?ij Jike bronze, they are a special process

The wood carving of Chnsl made by Sigter Mary Ignatius is an altar pleca inthe chapel of Mevcy

" developed In the department.
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This sample of a pencil human-emotions drawing is being done by lounh«yaav student Pansey

_ Felirath. The c'ymg child is being comforted by a great grandmother.

Sister Mary Ignatius

Art, students fill her world

STORY By: CORINNE AlA'I'l‘
PHOTOS By: HARRY.M;AL“{E

It weuld be difficult; if not impos-
sible. to find an art department chair-
man who enjoys her work more than
Sister Mary Ignatius of Merry High in
Farmington Hills

T love every minute of it.”" she
says, while talking with several stu-
dents who have stayed past class time
to work qn projects.

She apologizes for what she terms
the “clutter” in the art room which

18, in fact, highly stimulating because :

of the variety of media on display.

Mercy is one of the few schools
where ali of the art in the school is e+
ther work of present or former stu-
dents or the very talented department
chairman herself.

IN SPITE OF 27 years with the
school. from the time it was on the
Mercy College campus on Outer Drive
wuntil pow, and the large number of
classes and students (presently

. 300 in the four year art cur-
nrulum Smcr Tgnatius is a working

She has dane the wood carvings on
the chapel altar. the 14 by four foot
mosaic in the center of the altar
panel and many more mcsnlc:
throughout the school.

Saying with her familiar smile that
she loves working in every area of
art—-woodcarving. painting. call-

graphy. mosaic and enamel and cop-*
“per—""because of the short ;znods o

time 1 haye available. mosaics and
calligraphy are easiest to pick up ™
My mosaics are not traditional in
that they are not growted in plaster. |
do not use grout. I apply the mosaic
directly on masonite or pl)ﬂmcd $0
they are movable.

n s very time consuming Amen:

cans, I'm afraid. are'addicted to the
- hurry up. hurry up. let's get things
done philosophy, "’

Mosaics may be time consuming.

but she still has managed to complete |

21 large. brilliant ones for the school
in styles that go from bordering on
primitive art in the design to realistic
and impressiorustic Much of the fine
calligraphy on the hall walls and n

- the case displays 1s also Sister Ig-

matius’ work

Her wood carvings are all done
from Honduras mahogany which she
says is “hard enough to give nice
firm lines and soft enough to work
with ease.’}

She found that particular wood
‘through a student whose father
Aworked for one of the automotive com-

panies ¢

1t is used. in car yes because it
has the least shrinkage of any wood.
less.than one onc hundpth of one per
cent. Her donor has preces Larmu-
nated together into lirpe bxcks for
carving and another resting char-
ateristic of the wood came to light
{rom this The outer wood of the tree
is darker than the inner. Honduras
Mahogany grows in a swampy arca
and the moisture colors the outer part
of the trunk

Consequently the’ ramw are not

wiform in color althoggh in most
cases the grain is. One to
this 1s gentle h@:re of (hnst which.
she says. {rom certain angles is smal
ing. In the laminating process one of
the strips of the block was pt in
cross grain. presenting a challenge to

the skilled carver who says her' tools -

went dull many times before she com-
pleted the figure.

Studerts at !crc_\ have wnn many
nal awards for their art work
Sister Ignatiug mentions many” whase
careers are promising

She cncourages cach graduating ant
senior to [t:\t at least one picce of
work at the sthool. so as <he walks
s halls she ¢an rgmember both the
indindual and her wark

Sister Kevid who teaches copper
erame! 1s equally proud of the work
of many ol Egr talerted students

BOTH ARE, CONSTANTLY inter-
ested 1n devdloping new techruques
and new challenges for thar students

One of the rrost effective for lmr%
wear students |has been pencil draw
ings titled hutnan effgtions Another
has been sculgture that | at first
ghimpse like bronso/ butlutch s a
process Sister! [gmats discovered

The figures pre made of wire then
covered with | Modoclaym a plastic
base clay that; dnes pure white with-
‘ot finng. After a base coating. it i
covered $ith ‘a paste of turpntine
and beeswax_into which brorze or <l
ver power if atided The powdser '
muxes and stalflizes giving a metallike
finish l —

No. Sister I¢natius gays. she would
never have time to put together a one
‘woman~show ‘of her work In onc

. serse she has 4 point For she has her

own show dxly for all wip pass
through the chapel or halls of \Merey,
High $chool And with her work is
‘that of so many joung artsts for
whom she hm‘-prmldcd direction and
inspiration.  «

From that pmnt ;7 view, there s a
constant one-woman show on at the
high school on the northeast comer of
Fleven Mile and Middle Belt

A oomposlh which will be four heads of the same man is a
study in human emotions, a fourth-year assignment.
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