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“You want so much for a child to
do well. You must realize that you're
one of several who hase an effect on
the child That was one of the hardest
things for me to realize;you hive to
satisfy yoursell, too." tually, you
become aware that you hre doing the
best you can with the materials and
time alloted to you, he said.

Perhaps the best thing a teacher
can' do for a child is to let him taste
success, he said.

‘Usually  success begets- success.
Then we can see a mushrooming ef-
fect. And the most successful situa-
tion is when you have parents and
teachers in the school working for the
child. The community at Woodcreek
has been just ternfic.”

More than 80 parents were involved
in some capacity in school activities
last year, he said

Blackman aid he hikes to interact
personally with his students and stall.

“My doar very seldom is closed 1
have to get vut and into classrooms
My goal is to take o period of time
everyday. to get into the classrooms
and call the children by their names

“1 like to be recognized, | know our
‘ students like to be’ recognized
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[ AS AN ADMINISTRATOR and an
educator. Blackman thinks commu-
nucatiomis important

“1 don't think people like to be
talked at, they like to be talked with.
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Communication doesn't mean  just
passing on mformation  You have to
deal with other people’s priorities
quickly and cfficiently. ™

In some cases, that means when
members of tis school community
leave lum a message. be callsback.  *

‘Their prionties might not be your
priorities. but you get back to people
1 don’t think I've ever knowingly not
ealled people back You have ta'welate
to people sincerely and honestly

Often callers will be apologetic for
thesr “anterruption.” They shouldnt
be, he sad :

“A lot of hrrfes, people w1l start out
tharr calls with “F'm sorry to bother
you . Tat's wkat ['m there for,
that's my segponsibility "1 guess
whether if, tofficrs me or not really
shouldn'tlf therr concern, that's my
problem

When people have questions, he en-
coupages, them to call]
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