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Entirely feminine
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Designs sell for under $200

By CHRISTINE WALDEN

in the fashion business, that's no casy
ck.

Tracy Mills just might make it, and

Of course, it's really 100 early ta

tell, but if sales figures indicate any.
thing, then the success signs are
there. In one year, Mills has in-
creased his accounts from 33 to 110.

"Two hundred more to go and I'l
be happy,” he said recemly while at
Davidson's in Birmingham.

JMillp doesn't scem terribly unhappy
ngh( now. His perception of the fash-
fon industry, which often perpetuates
snobbery and egdcentrics, is refresh-
ing and far from the norm. He doesnt
seck publicity, his offices are on
Seventh Avenue. and aside (rom all
that, he's a nice guy.

About industry snobs, he com-
mented, “They really don't bother me
and 1 son of fee! sorry for them. But
sometimes they can really wreek my
day.”"

Looking yornger than his 39 ycars.
Mills has a history in the fashion busi-
ness, designing under labels other
than his own, Once successful tn the
now defunct suit and coal business,
Mills started his one business last
year to fill a gap -

all mmc

woven fabrics in the line as suits and
coals.

But right now he's concerned with
making his business work.

*'Before when | was designing, they
always said, ‘Well, be can make some-
thing pretty. but he doesnt know
about business.” But 1 am making this
business work and I'm really happy
about that.”

In the beginning. Mills recalled. he
did everything himself, from the cut-
ting to the pressing to. finally, ship-
ping the

"1 started with myse!! and one
other person. | would press, pack and
ship and I really worked hard and it
was 50 exciting to get that first check.
We were off Seventh Avenue. It's nice
to be away from that pressure.

we just moved to 3 nicer office, which
is food Before, 1 would be efnbar-
rassed when | was talking to a buyer
and o mouse would run across the

He ddes and. within thal range, floor.”
Mills designs matte jersey gowns that One of the dnmrm Mills has dis-
are uniquely styled and cntirely femi.  covered between working for yourself
ninc. The dresses. for fall in dusty and someone clse is the ego
colors of grey. mauve. blues and _~That's what you have to light with.
greens, are ofien trimmed with lace  When I was working for someone, the
sor satin and have matching scarves
and flowers

“1 just felt there was a need for o
good, good dress at a respectable
price,” he said 'l try to stay under
£200."

“1 really like fluid things,” he said.
2*Things that move and that are subtle
and speak for themselves 1 don't de-
sign for an age bul for someone who
has kept themselves together ™
¢ He continued. adding that he once
saw a woman “who must have been
75, wearing one of my dresses and she
fooked fantastic If 1 wouldn't have
had on crummy blue jeans. | would
have gone-up to her and told her how
great she looked But since | looked
50 bad, she would have thought 1 was
a mugger.”

Mills also desigmed for resort. a
scries of colton dresses which he want-
ed to do three years ago.

“Several years age I went to Portug-
al to export to the U'S 1 knew then
that -shirt dresses would be fabulous
but 1 just couldn't get it together.™

Next fall he plans to include some

Matte jersey with satin for an
evening out {Staf! photos by Bar-

bara McClellan) TRACY MILAS

Indulge yourself in the glory of the Ancient East
with Ruth Franks rare, one-of-a-kind compositions

L

Treat yoursell to the fabulous designs of Ruth O. Frank, gleaned from the bazaars and bywzys
of the Near and Far East. Her skilifully worked desighs arc c potary and graphic, composed of
delicately carved antique beads worked with old ivory, carnelian, silver, brass and porcelain. |
Each one is atreasure unto itself, to be worn and cherished for a lifetime, and more.
Ruth frank will be here today, October 6, through Wednesday, October 8,
to present her mmb collection of rare finds to you,
Just a glimpse into Ruth Frank’s treasure chest. Left, delicately patterned old Chinese beads
from a Mandarin’s necklace, with Buddhist lacquered walnut prayer beads interplay with large rare stones
excavated in ran, a cluster of antique carnelian beads, ¥950. Center, a composition of Iranian
agates, Ceylonese silver and Buddhist lacquered prayer beads provides the setting for an exquisitely
worked silver came! from Indlia, %400, Right, antique ivory archer’s thumb and bead ends
from Tibet, artfully arranged with beautiful filigreed beads from Ceylon, %550,
See these and more in our fine Jewelry Collections.
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Somarsef Malt, Big Beaver a1 Coolidge, Troy
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1 dont want to sell to everybady. |
can only so much, and in
smaller towns, 1 want to protect the
people that started with me. I've seen
a lot of companies expand
they couldn't fill their orders and they
went out of business. But you must
take care of the people that stuck
with you.”

Mills is thus far satisficd with his

iness and his Lifestyle. bu\. -1
mnm take up something e hc
said. “I'm not mltrrsud in becol
rich, bt 1 lknaw‘ha\lddfn”
didn't work.”

Pleated bodice, also in matte
lerse!

Gunmetal gray dress with face

cap sleeves.
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FOSION

Oct. 68—Personal appcarance by
Ruth Frank and her jewelry collection
at Saks Fifth Avenue, Somerset Mall

Oct. $11—Informal modeling of Al
exandra de Markoff cosmetics at Saks
Fifth Avenue. Somerset Mall.

Oct. $—Walton-Picrce at Somerset
Mall will have an oper house to cele-
brate its 50th amiversary. Informal
modeling will be done from 1) am to
5 pm at the store.

Oct. $8-—Chudik's in Birmingham pre-
sents A Taste of Fashon,” a lunch

~eon fashion show cxamining *“What

Should You Wear to the Weddinz”" at
noon at the store. The seminar includ.

Hospital

volunteers

,fito meet

The Michigan Association of Hospi-
tal Auxiliaties will hold its 27th an-
rual fall conference Monday through
Wednesday (Oct. 68) in Troy Hilton

The group is composed of the 45.000
women in Michigan who belong to hos-
pital auxitiaries and perform a varie-
ty of services for the haspitals. The
group's theme-for the year is "Serv-
ice to Others Brings Self-Fulfillment.™

Area women to attend the confer-
ence include Mrs. Albert Kuhn and
Mercedes Lichtward of Children's
Hospital, Mrs. Bennet Gardner of

Sinai Hospital and Mrs. Albert Bur-
rows, all of Bloomfield Township.

Beaunont Hospital voluntecrs from
Birmingham: and Mrs. Herman Res-
nick and Mrs. Trube Resnick, Sinai
wvolunteers from Southficld.
Workshops (o be presented at the
conference in Troy are designed to
tell auxiliary members what new ac-
tivities are being introduced through-
out the state to help them improve

!:chmm
Workshops are covering subjects in-
cluding: +A model gift shop dtsphg;

from Delray. Fla; eWashington
ith Michae! Greenwald. Mich-

legislative assistant of
American Hospital Auxiliaries, Wash-
ington, D.C.. speaking; ¢Malpractice
crists, inchuding speakers Forrest Neu-

g

be applied in such depart-
as the emergency. psychiatric

gi
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conference will include exhibits
demonstrations of ters.
medic alert and ¥
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es luncheon and reservations must be
made by calling the store.

Oct. $9-Informal modeling of eve-
ning gowns al Saks Fifth Avenue. Som-
erset Mall.

Oct. 11—Informal modeling of the
Pucci collection at Saks Fifth Avenue.
Somerset Mall.

CLUB SHOWS

Oct 8—The Women's Dision of
Project Hope will have a fashion show
luncheon at Wabeek Country Club.
Call Kay\Savage Kenncdy at 9618446
for further anformation.

Oet. $—The Altar Guld of St Hugo
of the Hills Church will sponsor a
luncheon and fashion show at 11 a.m
at the Raleigh House In Southficid
Fashions will be ‘prescnted by Chu-
dik’s Proceeds will be used to help fi-

rance the renovation of the churchs
commuruty house Chairamn of the
event 1s Dorothy Desmond. Call Mane
Doyle at 3345526 or Lu Smela at 642
4526 for reservations

Oct. 9—The Women of St Faban
will sporsor a “"Fall Festival of Fash-
1on”" show at roon at the Holiday Inn
of Farmungton at Ten Mile Road and
Grand River. Fastuors will be present
«d by Claire Kelly of Northwille Chaur
man of the,event ts Grace Joyce Call
Mrs Joyce at 477.9672 for resenva
tions ¥

p

Oct. 15—The Hutarl Hospital Auv
liary will have a fashion show and
tancheon at the Detroit Athlctic Club.
Fashions will be by Lally Pulitzer of
Bloomficld Hills

For coasideration of listings write:
Fashion Calendar, Observer & Eccel
tric, 1225 Bowers, Birmingham. 48012

. 16x30" hand towe! — $2

or bright yellow. Match

Woodward

EXCEPTIONAL SAVINGS

25"x50" bath towel —

Extra sized, luxurious unsheared cotton terry
“Splendor’ towels by Martex. .
value at these prices! Light blue, spearmint green,
dark brown, peach, light pink, white, ginger, gold

Jacobgons

Birmingham |

SHOP JACOBSON'S THURSDAY AND FRIDAY EVENINGS TIL NINE
2 HOURS FREE PARKING . . . WHEN YOU MAKE A BURCHASE

$3 *
13"x13" wash cloth —$1

.an outstanding

them, mix them, buy

at Willits




