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FEA leadership tactics are blasted

By SUSAN AVERILL

While the bargaining may be done
and the contract signed. there is vet
wrest among the ranks of the Farm:
Indton teachers” union Many appar-
ently feel that the Farmington Educa.
tion - Association (FEAY constitution
was violated during negotiations

“1 knaw that a lot of teachers are
upset about it,” said a former FEA ne-
fatiator I feel it's kind of been a
hurey-up, getit-over-with type of
thinit. and no one knows quite why
ur freedom as members was really
Iterally taken nway from us "

[t was nol publicly known untl
Tuesday. Sept 30 that representatives
from the FEA and the Farmungton
Baard of Education had been negotiat:
g a new contract since the begin-
mun of the month

According to another former FEA

gotiator, union building rep:
tives were told the same day that
they must attend a meeting Thursday,
before -the membership vote on
Friday It was a special session. an-
nounced: by word-of-mouth, and was
therefote a violation of the FEA con-
statution,

AS STATED IN the comstitution:
“Special sessions may be held at the
call of the president or upon written
request from filteen 1151 members of
the Representalive Assembly Bus-
ness Lo come before special sessions
must be stated in the call. which shall
be sent an writing to cach representa:
tive ™

One former negotiator noted other
irregularities in FEA procedure

~Our' constitution calls for choosing

a negobiating team by clection cach
timg we negotiate o new contract For

same rens recy or
this wasn't done and Jerry (Kaplan,
FEA president) used the old.. team.
1 don’t know who came to whom
about ths thing the new 197677 teach-
ers’ contract) If it was Bob (Cole-
man, board negotiator), I think Jerry
should have said no. it would be une
thical. If it was Jerry, | think the
board should have said no
“Somebody should have sad ‘wait
il we get our new team’ To me.
the public would have Jooked at it in
just as much favor When the public
reads—"" she took a scrap of news.
paper {rom her file and read.
““brought about by secret mectings—
that is what is in question with me.”
Because ol constitutional stipula-
tions, the longevity of the negotiating
team is questionable, she said
According to the constitution. “Fol-
lowing ratification of the contract by
the membership. the professional ne-

No matter how Chris Randolph cuts il. she's got herself a triple A pumpkin. (Staff photo by Harry
Mauthe)

‘Bertha’ result of big crop

Bip Hertha is temporarily 1n rest.
dence at the Twelve Mile office of the
Automotile Club of Michigan. AAA

She happens 1o be a sort of super
pumpkin, the kind the Peanuts charac:
ters find 1n the pumpkin patch around
{laltoween Only Bertha grew to her
75 pound size i Chris Randolph's
pumpkin patch in Farmington Hills

Ms  Randolph of AAA's travel de;
partment, planted about a quarter-
acre in pumpkins from sced supposed
to produce frut up to 230 pounds
cach .

Well, hers didn't hut that weaght, but
she did get two 75-pounders on onc
vine  She seld one for $650 “Too
cheap,” says her office mate.

Mrs. Randolph carved the other
with the AAA symbol in its mouth

She planted the pumpkins because
she wanled an casy-to-care-for money
crop. | didn't want to take on any-
thing 1'd have to weed 1 just fun the
roto-tiller through the patch once 1n a
while and that's il." she said

Carelully, the novice pumpkin farm
er watched the vines. pulling off the
extra blossoms so all the strength
would go to her fasonte, Big Bertha

And %o, that Big pumpkin in the
AAA office, didn't gel there by acar-
dent. [t was planned and nurtured
with thnt counter-top spot in mind
since early last summer

Lew Coy resigns
commission seat
|

lew l..Cay. last year reclected
24th District Oakland County Commis-
sioner. 1s resigning from his post Oct
23 He will become a court officer for
52nd Mistrict Court Judge Martin 1,
Boyle in Walled Lake.

The 24th county commission district
includes a portion of Farmington
Hills. Lyon Township. South Lyon,
Wixom, Novi and Walled Lake

While in office, the S%-ycarold
Wixom resident helped to establish a
county ‘cmergency medical service
(EMS), n health and legal services
satellite for southwest em Oakland
County and a savings in laboratory
work

] had n pretty successful term.”
he said. 1 wanted to sce the EMS pro-
gram get off the ground. that was one
of my priorities. Action has been
taken in this direction” he said

The county used so many labora-
tories, there was bound to be n dupli-
cation In services, he said. Some of

« ”

this duphicatton has been eliminated
with a.savings of $78.000. he said

Befort merging the akland County
Sheriff's Depariment laboratory with
the County Medical Examiner's Labo-
ratory. there were seven labs Now
there are five, including the Health
Departthent. the county hospital. the
Department of Public Works. the
drain office and the dng abuse pro-
gram Inboratory.

Beginning next Monday, the court
house wellare clients of southwest
Oakland County will be served from a
“?«’ Lake office. The new office, a

prject favored by Coy, will be st 1000-
1010 Maple Road near Pontiac Trail

In a letter to Fred Houghten, chair-

. man of;the Oakland Courty Board of

Commigsioners.” Coy said, “‘Personal
and farnily considerations force me to
resign my position ..I do this with
much {repidation, but feel | must
have employment with more stability

gotiations committee will become a
standing committee for the duration
of the contract™

BEFORE THE NEW cxtension of
the contract. the negotiating team
would be disbanded in August 1976,
and a new one chosen Now. she
wants to know. because they nego
tiated the contract extension. do they
remain as negotiators witil August
e N

Above all. these two women are
questioning the secrecy behind the
new contract

“I'm standing on prnciples We
talk about openness and commu-
nication we're talking about “in the in-
terest of the people’— the CIA says
that, too

“'We really feel there were a lot of
people who voted yes who were not
satisficd with the way it was handled

“People are pretty wishy-washy

when 1t come to standing up about
it.” said the other former nexotiator
“A lot of people voted yes. but 19
woted no That 1s the largest o' vote
we have ever had in ths dstnct
“No one asked us this tme of we
wanted to g0 negoliate this new con
tract We don't know cxactly what
happened [ don't sce what the rush
was about They told the <waff on
Tuesday. which means some of them
didn't hear about it wiil Wednesday
We had the meeting Thursday rught
and on Friday we voted There were
some other people at the meeting who
likened 1t to a Watergale ™
¢ One of the women has contacted the
Michigan Fducation Association about
1. and said they expressed dismay at
“the negotiating procedure

DISSATISFACTION has gone far
enough for her to hear some nmors

of recall of Kaplan as FEA president.
she sad

“This 15 just a rumor that they're
ta’king about. 1 don't mean to be vin-
dictive. but [ don't ever want it to hap-
pen again 1 can see a lot of other dis-
tnicts saying. hmmm. this sounds
good | thirk the guy (Kaplan) is
reat. and [ Lke him personally, but |
don’t tunk hus actions were right.”

Said the other. I have a feeling
nght now that somebody a litlle
power mad and they re using the FEA
as a.stepping stone

The way this was done, you get
the feehing sometking had to be a
Little shady When sou sit downr and
figare it out. [ bet you're going to lose
something Livoma tried to do the
same thing. ard they (the Livoma
Fducation Association voted down
the <ame type of money package

...Union chief denies
violating constitution

Farmungton Education Associatidn
{FEA) president Jerry Kaplan agreed
with recent teacher allegations that
the newly-negotiated teachers” o
tract was a “hurry<p deal ”

1t cerfainly was a hurryup deal f
1t was to be negotiated with the arns
of the school district and the assocar-
tion.” he said

According to Kaplan, the am was
to save the schaol district money by
allowing them to take over the five
per cent teachers” retirement contnby-
tion and forego the previously agreed
upon six per cent pay increase dunng
197576

A rush was put on negotalions.
Kaplan said. because the board want-
od to know by Oct 1 whether they
could include the $100.000 savings
their 197576 budget It was a matter
of urmng. he said. so the board would
know in time for the Rate’s Novemn
ber deadline

“WE HAD NO pressure to settie
We could have delayed things and
started negotiations around March ©
Responding to a charge by one for-
mer negotiator that “‘our (reedom as
members was literally taken away
from us.” Kaplan said he followed the
democratic process

What’s wrong?

Carrie Adams doesn't like trolls even pretend ones. To see
_why turn to Art Start story on Page 3A.(Staft photo by Harry
and closer to my home ot this time /" Mauthe)

“This document was presented to
the board of directors. who passed 1t
wantmously They passed it on to the
representative assembly where it was
preserted and explained They approy-
od it by a 364 vote and recommended
1t be ratified by the membershup The
membersh:p had a weekend to consid-
or it and voted 538180 to approve it
Any claim or charge that t wasnt
democratic was groundless.” he sad

"As far as I'm concerned. mot one
person has pointed out to me the viola
tion 1n the contract.” he sud. when
passible FEA constitution violations
were mentioned

People didn't know what was gong
on 1 think they're using the violations
1dea beeause they didn ke the secre
¢v. Constitutionally speaking. any con-
stitution s a loosely structured docu
ment No one ever envisioned this pos-
sibility would come up Just Lke
Thomas Jefferson never envisiocned
buang

As for the selection of the negotiat-
ing team. they were already a dand
ng commuttee  Usually they wou'd
hegotiate the contract only once be
cause the old contract would expire
before an opporturty came to deliber
ate on a new one. he explained

“IT'S A STANDING commuttee and
therefore a negotiating team Techns
cally, they  become a standing com-

muttee until that cortract termunates
However. we're not sure Because of
the concerns of the mnonty we may
have an clection at the ond of the
year” for a new team he said

“There were probably some people
who like the contract, who didnY Like
the way 1t was handled.” he sad

Secrecy was necessary. and past
precedent was therefore abandoned

“By past practice we send out
questiornaires to the teachers and
poll them as to what their priorities
are

“Because of the sensitive nature of
these negotiations, we didnt do that *

Part of the reason for the secrecy
was to avoid embarrassment for the
teachers 1f negotiations fell through.
ke said

“One of the benelits to the assoch
ation wou!d be some real favorable
press Masbe for the first time in Oak-
land Courty the-teachers took a per
cent less  [f the contract negotiations
diantegrated. the teachers would be
blamed. he said

As for rumors of recall, he's heard
them

I think 1t's~ important that this
turg be arred You know. I've had
my character impugned | think com-
pared wuth Nixon. Haldeman, and Er-
hehman, 1 think no one has shown
that I've had any personal gain Unty)
they can. [ think any charges of that
sot are highly emotional

Hills declares war
on Dutch Elmdisease

The city of Farmington thils has de
clared discased elm troes a public nur
sance

The eity council adopted an emer-
gency ordinance on Oct 13 des:gned
to nspect and remove trees with
Dutch Elm disease

Residents notified by mail that they
have diseased elms on their property
will be responsible for remoaing them
within 10 days

If the diseased trees are not remov-
ed and disposed of within the time pe-
riod, the Department of Public Serv-
ices will remove the tree and assess
the cost to the property owner

According to City Manager George
L Majoros, “it is the homeownet's re-
sponsibility to remove the trees on pri-
vate property” However, residents
can r that the city cut down
dying elms and bill property owners
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According to the ordinance it is un-
tawful to possess a diseased elm after
the 10 day period following notifica-
tion. Violating the ordinance is a mis-
demeanor. punishable by a,$100 fine
or 90 days in jail. or both Property
owners may appeat the city’s decision
within 10 days of notdfication

Public Services intends to inspect
trees_stiictly on the basis of com
plaints this fall Although this ordi
nance is automatically rescinded on
Nov 15, the city’s legal department is
currertly working on a permanent or-
dinance to fight Dutch EIm disease

Except for a few elm
trees still vulnerable to infection, the
aty of Farmington has o significart
Dutch Elm disease problem Accord-
1ng to Robert Deadmuan, city manager
of Farmingfon, ""Farmington removed
practically all diseased elms from the
community years ago.”

REFORM NEEDED

" US. Rep. William Brodhead
dropped

ington D.C. To see what he hay
to sy on Congressional reform
turn to Page 4A. 0 .
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