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Health, transportation in doubt

SEMCOG’s planning power may be weakened

By TIMRICHARD

The planning power of the Southeast
Michigan Council of Governments
may be reduced in the ficlds of health
and transportation.

SEMCOG leaders leamed last weck
their sevén-county agency ls neligible
to operate o regional Health Systems
Agency under o 1974 federal health
planning act.

Michael Glusac, SEMCOG's execu
tive director, said federal regulations
requlre that 50 to 60 per cent of board
members of a Health Systems Agency
must be “consumers” and the num-
ber of public elected officlals cannot
cxceed one-third of the board

Because SEMOOG s exccutive com-
mittee and general assembly are com-
posed of elected officials entirely, the
seven-county regional body appears in-
cligible, Glusac said

EVEN SEMOOG'S role as a review
agency for federal gramts may be
weakened, Glusae said

"There are no provisions for Health
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Systems Agency efforts being con-
sistert with multi-purpose planning
agency plans. As a result, the guide-
lines| make SEMCOG plans sub-
scrvient to HSA plans with no guaran-
tee that the respective plans will be
consigtent with one another,” Glusac

Glusac sald HSA *will have signifi-
powers, including the ability to
make grants for health service devel-
opment and to approve or disapprove
the use of health-related federal funds
withit the region.”

Glusae sald in an interview it ap-
pears the HSA designation will go to
the Comprehensive Health Planning
Comrnission, a body that SEMCOG
spawned six years ago. We started it
when| we found consumers, haspitals
and giroviders (doctors) weren't talk-
ing tb each other.”

Chdirman of (he Comprehensive
Health Planning Commission is Me}
Iu:vil;:. a former SEMCOG chairman

IN A RESOLUTION olfered by Lath-
rup Yillage Mayor Richard Cogger.
the SEMCOG cxeautive committee
asked the State Legslature for a con-

tinuing role in appointing the board of
the

Southeastern
tion Authorily (SEMTA).

But in a significant step, SEMCOG
asked only for a role as “an appoint-
ing authority'” rather than as “the”

inting authority.

It mears SEMOOG is prepared to
accepl the agreement between
SEMTA, Mayor Coleman Young of
Detromt and Gov. William Miltiken in
which the Dettroit mayor would be al-
lowed to appoint several SEMTA
board members.

Under present law, SEMCOG ap-
points six members. governor
three and the mayor none. The
SEMTA-Young-Milliken deal would
give SEMCOG five suburban appoint-
ments, Young five and Milliken three,
with Milliken's choices subject to the
epproval of six of the other 10 mem-
bers.

Cogger pointed to legislative bills
that “‘would shut the door on us (SEM-
COG) entirely” In having a role in
shaping the SEMTA board. He said
the SEMCOG resolution was aimed
“only indirectly” at the SEMTA-
Young-Milliken deal

Young Republicans
f&rm Ford coalition

Members of the Michigan Feder-
ation of Young Republicans formed a
coalitjon Friday to back the 1976 can-
didacy of Pres Gerald R Ford

The new group. called “Friends of
the White House,” was formed to
counferact support among some
Young Republican leaders for Califor-
na conservative Ronald Reagan. Rea-
gan §s not an officially announced
presidential candidate

“THis action comes in response to
staterhents issued by a group of so
called Young Republeian leaders in
Charlpston, South Carolina, last Satur-
day in which they declared their sup-
port of Ronald Reagan lor president.”
said Robert C Law of Livonia, chair-
man of the Michigan Young Republi-

R Jeffrey Schorr of Troy, Young
Republican national commuttee mem-
aid impressions that a Reagan
canditfacy had strong support among

Postal
Christmas
urjlder way

Neatly two months in advance of
the date. Lhe nationds post offices are
beginning their Christmas season

Posta]l managers are meeting to pre-
pare gore than 198.000 employes in
10,000 post offices in central region to
handle abowt 35 hillion pieces of
mail—about one-third of the nation’s
total. |

The 'Postal Service has set the fol-
lowing suggested mailing deadlines
for this holiday scason

*Nov. 30, surface parcels to Alaska
and Hawail

*Det. 10, surface parcels within the
48 cotliguous states

*Dee. 15, cards and letters within

group members nationally were in-
accurate.

Schorr said last week's comments
had received national attention.

Law charged the Young Republican
leadership was out of touch with the
general membership.

“As far as the YRs are concered.
these people are a small minority
speaking only for themsclves.” Law
said

The announcemnent of “Friends of
the White House™ was timed with a
presidential visit to Detroit Friday.

i . the Cogger
passed the SEMCOG executive com-
mittee unanimously by woice vote.
Even William Glluffo, Mayor Young's
personal representative on the SEM-
C0G committee, supported it.

COGGER'S resolution said in part-

“SEMCOG recognizes the strong
link that must contirue to exist be-
tween the citizens of the region, the re-
gional planning agency (SEMOOG)
and the regional public transportation
agency (SEMTA) if the people of
southeast Michigan are to have an cf-
fective pudlic transit system.

“SEMOOG is the metropolitan plan.

ning i for federal transpor
tation money and, as such, serves as
the forum for cooperative decision
making by principal elected officials
of general purpose local overnments

“SEMOOG is the only vehicle in the
region which has representation (rom
all levels of govenrment—county. city.
township. .

“We strongly urge that any legisla
tion restructuring the SEMTA board
continue to include SEMQOOG's gener-
al assembdly as an appoirting - authar-

ity.

IN A RELATED matter. the SEM
COG excculive commttee unani
mously endorsed Mayor Young's
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