Cities legislate against the bad old gremlins

The cities of Flmﬂnglm and Farm.

- Ington Hills have spearheaded the
movement to put a hex on a mis.
/ dﬂevmz tradition that dates back to

They lre once again urging parents
to “keep their young people within the
{amily circle™ on Oct. . which Is
commonly referred to as devil's night
in this area.

Devil's night, called cabbage night

'BO000O!

in sorne parts of the United States,
seems 1o have spnmg from Celtxc tra-
ditions when Halloween celebrants
threw cabbage stumps at rural cot-
tages in Great Britain

Lacking rotting cabbage stumps,
local tradition supporters have thrown
cggs at homes, wrapped toilet paper
around evergreens dnd written “Keep
on truckin' on car windshields with a
bar of soap.

Thursday, October 23, 1978

Witches and goblins, werewolves |and vampires, and mys-

terious things that go bump in tho night are ready for tho stalwart
ones only. in the Haunted House that Dpens tonight on Fourteen
Mile Road. For a preview of surprises the Farmington Jaycees
see today's Suburban Life section.

have in store for Halloween,
(Photo by Jim Hug)

Bands to beneﬁt

Farmi

But thete is a considerable portion
of the adult community that would
tike to see the time honored tradition
expire.

The man who, two years ago, orgarn
ized the effort against dmlsniyl s

lrrnmma Llrkshirv Elementery

"It madt little sense to continue to
dc(md our schools and property year

year lptml our own chzl&m

Firmmgion, Michigan

K
1 cant help thinking." said Lani-
'ﬁm if the community can keep

the good work for a few more
years, a generation of chuldren will be
atering funior high without having
panlcnpa!:d in devil's night mis-

The Farmington School District
claims that last year's published plea
to parents last year remulted m *'a vir-
tual abeence of desl's night van-
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dalism” in the district’s 27 schools.

And West Bloomfield Township po-
lice records reveal that not one “'ma-
ticious mischief” call came in laxt
devil's night after the program was
implemented.

The devil's night committee says
the only tradition they want tostop is
the mischie{ and vandalism. They
have no quarrel with the Oct. 31 tradi-
tion of door4o-door begging for treats

Fiteen Uents

Shlawassee route battle
is settled — temporarily

By CRAIG PIECHURA

Young children trekking to and
from Shiawassee Elementary will
soon have a new temporary route to
travel.

School officials say they will mn n
utility casernent on the west
John Randolph's property, dxrvd!y
across from the Rapdolph Fence Co.
o Nine Mile, Business Manager Wil-
liam Prisk contends this will elimi-
nate the muddy walk on the present
path through the middle of Randolph's
property

And rather than walk straddling a
fence and a ditch on Shiawasce. stu-
demts will cross Nine Mile with a
guard at the west casement and head
100 feet to a sidewalk which leads to
bowling alley frontage.

Prisk said Wednesday morming Ran-
dolph offered the district temporary
use of his easement through June 1976

for $500

THE $500 WILL BE wsed by Ran-
dolph to cover the cost of two reloca-
tions of an existing {ence.

“It is my opinion—however [ am re-
luctant to say it-that akthough
Randolph will only consider per
mission to use the requested ease-
meni for a limited time, he will allow
this to be continued de| ; the
reaction from the community,” said
Prisk.

“Someone continucs to damage the
fence he ls mrslmm adnkd
“This has

with Randolph to try to permanently
secure the easemert. Kelly said it is
also negotiating to secure another
casement north of Albion Street.

Street, has already offered to sell it

permanently to the district for §1.960
Prisk and members of the board be-

lieve that price is o high and con-

tend that the Wiseman casemert is
100 far west to serve Lhe entire Grand
River subdivision adequately

“But it's not a question of altema-
tives,” said Kelly. "Mr. Prisk would
Like to get hold of both easements to
help clear up this traffic prodlem.™

JOHN LALIBERTE. head of the
parents group who petitioned the

Defy warnings

board for a new walkway, sad he
does not like the Randolph easement
Laliberte said the casement’ would
place chidren 1n a field far away
from the watchful eyrs of home:
owners.

But other p.ln-r‘u poke up sayng
they thought the west Randolph prop-
erty casement wou!ld be a marked im.
provement over eusting situations

Board adds programs
for gifted and sports

By CRAIG PIECHLRA

Despite wmmuhcfmzmng predic-
tions from school administrators, the
Farmington School Board added a
$25,000 appropriation for academically
gifted instruction and $5.000 ear-
marked for girls’ sports to the 197576

budget

Sponsors of the two-part amend-
ment said-they were responding to
overwhelming

Trustee Gary Lichtman stumped Tor
the

attitude wwnrd our request. mexp&
riences he has had with the
nity, plus pressures from the city
ernment, have caused mma
very adamant position.”
While students wse the
route, board attorney Robert Kelly
s3ys the board will be negotiating

)

Tag Day campaign ready

More than 1,000 Farmington adults
and young people will panlcxpalc
Friday and Saturday, Oct. in
the annual Tag Days mont'yraxs\ng
project to bcntlu three arca high
school bands

Throughout the Farmington arca in
shopping malls, on strect comers and
supermarkets there will be band mem-
bers from Farmington, Farmington
Harrison or North Farmington high
schools asking for donations

Anyone making a contribution will
receive & ticket for free admission to
one of the high school band concerts
in the area

“The main thrust of the Tag Days.”
said this year's chairman, Lee Mark-
ovich, “'is to get as many people as
possible involved in supporting these
three fine high umrn!ruﬁ; 'mi*!clx

ssed purpose of Tag Days 0
me mu:‘ely to help cach school con-
tinue to keep quality musical organiza-
tions in thelr schools”

The Dirty Dozen musical group will
travel around to the collection spots.
The group is comprised of four of the
best musiclans from cach school

Members of the Dmy Dozen from
North Farmington High include
Yvonne Nlelsen on clarinet. Julie
Johnison on alto sax, Doug Schultz on
trumpet and Paul Becker on trom-
bone.

Harrison High Is represented by
Tom Notestine on trumpet, Steve
Markovich on trumpet. Steve Dofocki

on alto sax and Mike Benjamin on
trumpet

Farmington High School students in

the Dirty Dozen are Mike Hershoren.
trombone; Tom Hajduk, tuba; Scott
Smith. percussion, and Mark Steinhel-
per. baritone sax

athy Gooding, North Farmington High School Homecoming
Queen gives a smile for the camera after being tapped for the

hohors at last weekend's homecoming event. To see more of the
action, turn to Page 3A. (Staff photo by Harry Mauthe)

able” appropri-
ation for students in kindergarten
through the _elgnhg'a& and Trustee

haggled with fel-
for nearly three
hours before the two-part amendment
was passed. In the roil call vote, only

Anne Struble voted against
£30.000 increase in the budget.

MRS. STRUBLE voted against the
amendment saying. “That kind of
elevator ride in expense would give us
nosebleeds ™

Both Business Manager William

Supt. Marinus Van Ameyde
cautioned the board against voting lor
the increase by citing predictions that
state aid to school districts is ex-
pected to be cut.

Prisk said he fears that by the time
Farmington School District hears the
state will have to make a reduction in
aid, " such as these will al-
ready have money committed to
them.”

)
g_
§u

Supt. Van Ameyde said he believes
the digtrict “will need at least an
ﬂ!m surphus  budget to nun the

Thcremanwmsurplu:mme
tentative budget before the $30:000
amendment was added There now is

“But I don't fee! this process de-
pends on such a large expenditure,”
said Van Ameyde

Trustee Gary Lichtman answered
the superintenident sajing that inserv.
ice training of classroom teachers to
recognize academically proficient stu-
dents would be paid for with the
£25,000. Lichtman alsp suggested that
resource people, much Like reading
specialists, visit elementary and jun.
ior high schools to work with the
more advanced students

FLANDERS ELEMENTARY [irst
grade teacher Mariqn Spencer said
she could readily spend some of the
$25.000 set aside for gifted students.

“Right now in my class | have a

boy who reads at a hfthgrade level
and o @rl who 15 abouwt at [ourth-
grade abxhty.” said Mrs  Spencer.
“There is a big spread i my cliss.
room and that's only one grade we're
talking about. Tell me what to do with
these chuldren and the other 23 1n my
lass.”

C

The entire §25.000 set aside for the
academically able would not neces
sarily be spert. lichtman empha-
sxd.

“1f all it takes 13 $300 or $500, | say
Lne,” Lichtman said "But you better
show me onc heck of a program for
that money. 1 know the §500 we have
been allocating in recent  budgets
hasnt shown us anything *

LWY support youth
in debate contest -

The West Bloomficld-Farmungton
Area League of Women Voters is fiv-
ing its endorsement and support to
area youth who will take part i the
Bicenternial Youth Debates

The local contest will be held 1
Farmington Community Library.
3237 Twelve Mile, Oct 2. at 3pm
The public is welcome to attend

The Bicenternial Youth Debate pro-
fram was established by the National
Endowment for the thamanities and
the Speech Communication  Assock
ation for the purpos¢ of giving high
school and college studients an opportu-
nity for a meaningful com-
memoration It is rocognized by the
American Revolution Bicertennial Ad-
munistration and 1s nall ®
states and the Distric of Cohumbta

The local league, whose pupgse
to encourage citizen participabion 1
government. also believes that it is a
meaningful way to Enolve youth in
the bi ) celgbeat

Sorrows gives
‘Liberty ’ talk

Our Lady of Sorrows bicentennial
program. Liberty and Justice for Al
continues with its discussion meetings
mmnby.oa namelemm

THE CONTEST 15 called A Nation
of Nations™ and gives the student an
opporturity 1 compete in one of three
categories: Persuasive Speaking.
which 1s an oratonal contest: Ex.
temporancous Speaking. which is an
analytical competition, and Lincoln-
Douglas Style Debating. a twoman
standard debate format

The contestants will be sudged on
content and delivery by a panel of six
judges. two specializing in each of the
three arcas of the contest

The first series of the competition
will take place on the high school
level One winner in cach category
will be selected

All participants will receive a Bicen-
tennial certificate. The winners will
receive 825 savings bonds and the
right to go to the district level of com-
petition. where prize values increase

GOOD DEAL

Mrs ana Braun was gen-
wnely pleased with the re
sponse that she mmrd (M)
this ad

FOR SALE Narvmg widesks
calege berel Good condton
“So many calls,”" she report-
od. “in 2 very shont time

Such a good deal!”
Observer & Eccentric want
ads are quick and effective.

a combination you cant af-
ford to refuse
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