Zoning codes are scrutinized

by planning commissioners

By SUSAN AVERILL

The Farmington Gty Council Mon-
day night tabled consideration of a
packet of proposed zoning ordinance
revisions until they could study them
in more detail.

“The whole document is the con-
sensus of the planning commission,
C\ly Manager Robert Deadman said.

of the alterations. he
sn]d was 10 better define some of the
terms in the ordinance, provide for
supplemental regulntions in the site
plan review, remove inapplicable por-
tlons, and permit additional uses with-
in some 3

*“The Ideas came from the planning
commission, the bullding department
and the administration. The end resull
is a consolidation of terms.” Dead-
man said

Among the proposced changes ts the
addition of three definitions to that
sectlon of the zoning ordinance. Land-
scaping, commercial recreation and
mechanical amusement devices are
now defined.

THE PROPOSAL ALSO indicates (-
3 commercial uses in certain industri-
al districts,

“Our industrint district borders the
main street in several cases. Because
of that, we've allowed C-2 general
commercial use along the main ar-
teries, The C-3 would allow more
types of uses such ns paint stores and
auto and bump shops. It allows more
uses and alfects mostly those industri-
al districts on Nine Mile and Farm-
mgton and Eight Mile and ¥Farm
ington.

Amendments 10 the central business
district portion of the ordinance would
allow city council to lemporanly
grant permission for art shows. side-
walk sales and carmivals for up to
cight days.

Changes in the requirements of
fences, walls, hedges and greenbelts
would allow screcning walls and
greenbelts (o be located off the proper-
ty line “if they would better screen
the nonresidential use from the resi-
dential use " A nonresidential proper-
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ty owner would be responsible for
malntaining the screcning walls and

Included in the guidelines is the con-
sideration of adequale parking, either

required by the ordi

as long as the adjacent property is
residentint

“They (the planning commission)
felt that if you're going to stick a big
box on top of a building and call it a
refrigeration unit or whatever, that
you should have some kind of screen-
ing around it,"” Deadman said. Anoth-
1 proj amendment would re-
quire that mechanical equipment lo-
cated armund a commercial or office
building| be screened from  public
view.

MECHANICAL AMUSEMENT de-
vices were not included in the defini-
tion of ‘commetcial recreation be-
cause the plamning commission didn't
want such devices in certain city dis-
tricts, according to o memo Deadman
gave theé city council.

A chahge in the site plan. appli-
cation review procedure would give
the city tighter control over proposed
construc{ion. The planning commis-
slon suggested that all new con-
truction,! excepting in single family
residentin] districts, be reviewed

Indicated on the new construction
plan should be information clarilying
the proposed use df Lhe property, the
location| of pedestrian walkways,
signs, rubbish storape areas. screen-
ing walld. landscapingf highting. build-
ing elevations and he type of mate:
rial to be used on the building

The location of all outdoor mechani-
cal equipment will also have to be n-
dicated an the site plan, if the council
approves the package recommenda-
tion

“It's_much stricter.” Deadman
said “m planning commission de-
cided il| should have more contro}
over the|site plans if the community
is gomg‘lo be developed in accord
ance with the master plan’”

“Things are changng in lthe way
commercial businesses do  business
and buildings are built.”” he explained

Commdrcial recreation has been ex-
cluded {fom the central business dis-
trict by the propoesed plan. Thus would
proscriby| the construction of bowling
alleys, skating arenas and arcades in
this are

A DEVELOPER MAY request per-
mission from the planning commis-
ston and the city council to construct
a b\ulmm over 33 feet in height. ac-
cording b the proposed ordinance var.
fation.

The planning commussion has devel-
oped glidelines for the coun-
cilmembers® deliberation about what
buildings should be aliowed the vari-
ance in the central business distnct.
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or internally provided. and
the stipulation that 25 per cent of the
land may be covered by the tildi
wless the bullding is contigunss to
public parking facilities or structures.
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chanical smusement arcades and
coin-operated mechanical amusement
devices may no longer be located in
the smaller mall areas. They are, how-
ever, permitted in the major shopping
centers. .

“They (the planning commission)
felt that kind of operation is detrimen-
tal to small business districts, so they
put them in the major shopping cen-
ters. Minitheaters are included in
(his.” Deadman said The proposal.
he said. was for new businesses and
wouldn't require compliance from any
of the existing facilities

Once included in the pcn'mued ;:nn»
apal uses section of the zoning ordi-
nance for R-1 one family 2oning.
schools and nurseries must now get a
special exception permit from the
board of xoning appeals.

SCREENING MUST also be done
n residential or multi-family dwell-
ings if mechanical equipment is in-
stalled an the roof.

Other zning changes would stipu-
late that commercial or recreational
vehicles only park in multiple family
districts within areas designated by
the plamning commission.

As for ﬂum these vehicles, the
plaming commission proposed that
they be stored behind the front build-
ing line, tat not in a side yard open
space adjacent to any strect. when.
ever they are to be stored on a comer
lot within a residential subdivision

Instead of "motor supply stations™
and ''service garages.” the planning
commission suggested the references
be made to “filling stations,” ““public
garages” and “commercial garages.”
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