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Mary Schwartz of Farmingtoniwho recently went on a fast tn support of the United Farm Workers,
explains her cause 1o a passerby.(Statf photo by Harry Mauthe)

School chﬁpj fights ‘spanki

By CORINNE ABATT

1f there are any spankings, in the
old paddle sense of the word. going on
in the Farmington School District.
Supt Manwus Van Ameyde. is una
ware of it

Reacting to the Supreme Court rul-
g allowing teachers to spank, and
the State Hoard of Education support
of a bl which gnes even further, the
«uperintendent said his teachers and
administrators are very aware of his
objections “to any emotional violence
by anyone to a child”

Saying he had not seen any official
documents on cither the Supreme
Court ruling or the State Board's en-
dorsement, he stated his concern
about allowing school personnel other
than teachers— bus drivers, janitors,
cafeteria workers—o use physical
force on children

“If the law was too broad, too hber-
al. at would concern me.” Van
Ameyde said. stressing that if such a
bill was passed. it would be necessary
to screen such personnel “in terms of
style. temperament and attitude

In comparing teachers and” ather
school personel, he said. “1 presume
we have some right to assume by
training. teachers have had a great
deal of exposure to responsibilities in-
volving children ™

Speaking of corporal punishment in
the schools in general and spanking in
particular, Van Ameyede said. "I
don't think it changes amything. it
may force children to conform, but it
doesn’t change them ™

While there is no printed statement
on corporal punkshment for Farm-
ington district ) teachers and princi-
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Fiftern Cents

andidates debate
as election nears

By SUSAN AVERILL

Questions for Farmington City Coun-
dl candidates at the Thursday night
League of Women Voters candidates’
night dealt with the historic distric?,
revitalization of the central business
district, and income disclosure.

Each candidate first introduced him-
sell, described his involvement with
the city, and gave his ingerpretation
of its problems and mﬁ-‘mm.

“l have not been to ve in city
government until the last couple of
years.” said James Moore, recently
appointed to his second term on the
plarming commission. “'Gties such as
ours are complexes of people who
need someone 1o think of them, some-
one to lead them.”

William Hartsock, who has served a
two-year term on the council, said.
“My history in the city dates back
four years. | ran an unsuccessful cam-
paign in 1971 and was elected to a
two-year term in 1973

I think it's only fair for any in-
cumbert to go back and discuss why
or why not (campaign promises) were
implemented.™

LAST TIME. HE ran advocating a
dial-a-ride system for the city This
was partially accomplished with a sen-
ior citizen cab program. he said.

His promise of more efficiency in
city government was fullilled par-
tially because of an expansion of city
hall and partially to the purchase of a
new mini-computer, he said.

Al Holm has been active in Rapline.
the Beautification Committee and
Drake Heights, his subdivision associ
ation

“People who live in Farmington
chose to live here because it is resi-
dential. If we change the complexion

enough, we could have another South-
fie)d. 1f the people wanled big cuity
life, they would have moved to South-
field,” he said

Alton Bennett was simularly con.
:zmcd with the quality of Farm:ngton

fe.

1 moved to Farmington because it
was a aity I really wanted to hive in [
Lke Farmington and would like to sce
Farmington continue to be a place for
people to come and enjoy their Life.”

Current Mayor Ralph Yoder has
been on the city council more than 10
years. While he sces no “burming
issues,” he said. “We do have prob-
lems which will have to be confronted
in the future.™

The council. he sad. mast contir
to ensure the highest amourt of serv
ice at the lowest posuible rate. work
for the separation of the samtary
sewers from the storm sewers. ard
work with other commuutics to solve
the problem of rubbish disposal.

BENNETT WAS ASKED what ke
would do about the revitalization of
the downtown area. 1 do not profess
that I'm going to have an answer for
it.” he replied. “'But we have to krow
who ,who we are sening and what
kind \of service we want to giwe
them.™

When Holm was asked about the his.
toric ict and consolidation he said.
I have nify own opinion about them.
but they are strictly my own opinons.
I would go out and meet with the
people who have the problem. |If
these are the issues. § have to find out
what your opinions are before 1 can
serve .you

All five candidates were asked
whether they would reveal their linan
cial holdings willingly when House
Bill 5220 becomes effective next year

All answered yes. bt Hartsock was
the only one who gave a bnel. on-the-
spot description of g sources of in-
come

Another questioner demanded o
know each candidate's feelings about
the revitalization of the business dis-
tnet

I guess they're strictly personal
tdeas, but there are a couple of eye-
scres along that strip (the north side
of Grand River). We have a shoddy-
looking cement block building which
would better serve ws as a parking
lot.” he said

Bennctt said rapid business turn.
over in that arca was a problem
which should be checked intq.

1 think. partially, this is because
these buldings aren functional for
the businesses They don't serve the
residents

‘We need to take a serious look at
those businesses 1 know some which
I woud Like to sce there.”” he said
without maming them specifically.

HARTSOCK SAID HE met with
arca businessmen a year ago to re-
search the high tumover problem.

“We encourage all businesses—it's
a question of the relationship to the
downtown area, the access and their
viabity,” which should determine
which businesses will go there,

“It's a question of .the businesses
being successful or mot successful.”
tiolm said. “Is there an enviroament
where you can~have modern shops®
The parking is being used by employ-
cs and owners. [ don't see why the
City of Farmington should underwri'e
parking when what is there is being
misused.

Moore said, “When it comes to park.
g, the people today are spoiled—
they want casy in and casy out.”

Hunger strike launched
by Farmington woman

By CORINNE ABATT

For 14 days. Mary Schwartz. 20. of
Farmington fasted. taking nothing.

ng’ law

pals, Van Ameyde said the principals’
handbook contains a section related di-
rectly to the state law including the
last clause on liability which says the
school district is not liable unless
physical harm is done.

However. Van Ameyde said. “We
are not troudled by liability because
corporal punishmenit is almost non-ex-
istant here."

He recalled the old days when pad-
dles were kept in plain sight as a
threat to misbehavers adding. “but.
g’ staff has changed since those

y's.”

tut a drink of distilled water now and
ihen.

A5 a supporter of the Ut Farm
Workers boycott of grapes. head let-
tuce and Galto wine. Ms Schwartz.
used her vacation time from her job
at the Farmington Nursing Home. to
dramgtize the cause

Each day while fasting she handed
aut leaflets and talked to people 1n a
demonstration 10 front of a Farmer
Jack store on Detrot's East side

“My fast is to call attention to the
boycott and the unfair labor prac-
tices.” she said adding. “it 15 not
casy. 1 feel weak and tired and 1 am
at the store every day from8am to
10 pm. when it closes. ™

Feeling she has been at least par.
tially successful in her appeal. she
said many shoppers have stopped to
read her sign saying she is fasting

“They will come up and comment
that I am not eating, ask what's hap-
pening and why the boycott

FAR FROM ALONE in her fight,

Ms Schwartz comes from a famuly all
of whom are active in the protest
Her brother. Mike. 1& staff organizer
of the boycott

When she is not with the protesters
or working at the nursing home, Ms
Schwartz 13 attending classes at Oak-
land Commumty College. She will
shortly tranfer to Michigan Techto
cortinue a course in premed
was graduated from Farmungton High
School

The fast ended Sunday. Oct 26, ata
boycott rally when Ms Schwartz had
her first taste of food n two weeks
Actually, 1t was soup and juice be-
cause as she said. “You can't start
right 10 eating

She said. "1 stopped fasting because
1 had to go back to work™

She feels confident others will carry
on where she left off

“Here in the Detroit arca there are
many people fasting on behdlf of the
boycott—five days, 3 woek, some
day at a time " -

Teaching is chﬂalléﬁged by a fast-paced world

By SUSAN AVERILL

‘We think Farminglon is a tre.
mendous place to live. [ think Farm-
ington s a tremendous place to
work.”" said Nick Abid enthusiasti
cally

Abid 1s principal of William Grace
Flementary School, a position which
he finds ‘‘challenging *

“The school program is geared to
accommodate the wide range of abili:
ties and needs here [ think it's very
interesting to meet that kind of chal
lenge. The kind of things that are hap-
pening today make this work inter-
esting—men on the moon, President
Kennedy's assassination. the presi-
dent resigning and the bicentennial
Things are happening so fast and
furious. We're continually trying to
meet the challenges of education.”

Abid has been at Willlam Grace for
15 years and has lived in Farmington
for 14. He has five children, three of
whom are already married

LIKE MANY OTHER adminis.

trators throughout the district, Abld

NICK ABID

. has scen many changes in education

and discipline

1t's interesting. he said, that the So-
preme Court recently permstted spank-
ing in the classroom. “'s been a long
time that youngsters here in this
school have been disciplined in that
way. Teachers have become more in-
formed in behavior modification tech-
niques. I1's amazing how kids respond
to that. The physical punishmen is al-

*most ineflective in comparisan to

this

| think the thing that maintains dis-
cipline in the classroom ts the type of
approach used in the class—one that
involves both the kids and the par-
ents.

“'We have a lot of parent in-
volvement; we belicve in it. The total
stafl believes in open lines of commu-
nication.” Parents have become in-
wolved in the Title | program, plan-
ning committee. as teachers’ aides
and media center helpers.

Involvement is his byword, too.

“1 believe everyone should offer
some kind of community service. My
most recent one s 1o serve on the

»

visory board of the Sarah Fisher
Home."

William Grace Elemertary houses
many unique or unusual programs. It

which offers a pre-primary class “to
help those who havent mastered the
readiness skills "

1T IS ALSO ONE of four distnict
schools to take part in the federally-
funded Title ! program

We want to identify youngsters

are struggling with a skil] as early as
possiblé. Basic to the Thle I program
is self-image. It's to heip them feel

teaching certificate from Western
Michigan University. in 1957. He
earned his glementary teaching certifi-
cate there in 1950 and five years later
earned an MA from the University of
Michigan. His most recent degree—
edycation specialist —came from Mich-
igan State University in 1967

He began his educationa) carcer as

. inside
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better about

i
an elementary teacher in Warren's
Van Dyke Public School in 1358 Seven
years later, he became principal of
Qarenceville’s Central Elementary
Schoo! for a year before taking an ad-
ditional principalship~at Edgewood
Elementary School -
He has been principal of Willlam
Grace Elementary since 1960




