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City of Farmington candidates face issues
Albert Holm

Albert Holm and his wife, Betty,
sed to open their home to nmaways.
Now they would |ixe to open it to the
m;_r;’munlly.

at’s figuratively speaking, of
Course. What it really m':'xm «Elhal
Holm has declded he would like to
serve Farmington-on a beoader basls:
83 a clly councilman

Marricd for 29 years, Holm has
worked and lived in Farmington for
the past 10,

He sees no great issue riling  the
city government but says that the reju-
venation of Farmington's business dis-
trict ls Important and may be effected
by more parking.

“The business people sre saying
market trends today re more
parking facilities. I is their pasilion
that we don't have ndequate parking
You only have to be downtown in
Farmington on Saturday moming to
realize.. there Is o shortage of park-
ing,"” he said

Others have suggested using the
south side of Oakland street for the
extra facilitles, but Holm isn't sure
the idea will work

“I SERIOUSLY question if anyone
parking there will walk all the way
down to Fashion Shoes. The bencfit
would be mostly theirs tthe mer-
chants in the immediate vicinity),
with little fallout to other sections

s buying habits of people are
such that the Kroger Store was va-
cated [ wonder if some of the stares

trying to survive on the north side of
Grand River are having the. same
problem. Customers are changing otti-
tudes on how far they are willing to
walk,” he said.

“1 don’t know if people of Farm-
ington would go for it. but we
shouldn't destroy those homes, we
should move them. Perhaps we could
put them adjacent to Farmington Jun-
ior High School and have a miniature
Greenfield Village

1 don't say destroy them. If the an-
swer Jies with additional parking facil-
ities ... an alternative to destruction
is to move them.”

In the future, “the problems are
going to come in the area of building
modification and replacement. We'll
have growing pains in terms of old
age.

*City council can make the business
climate more profitable for mer.
chants.”” and better snow removal
would be one way. he said

1 think we should have a better
snow removal program rather than
plowing it. Now we push it to the side
and Tet the merchants take care of it,
During the Christmas season; good
nccess to stores and parking areas is
often filled up with snow.”™

IF ELECTED, ROLM said his work
would not interfere with his duty to
the clty

"My position in busincss and life
would allow me to become totally in-
volved. T don't have a business which
would require me to be out of town

‘Alton Bennett

Alton Bennett is an ordained Meth-
odist minister who became a junior
high school principal to better serve
today's youth.

"I'm an ordaincd munister and was
State Youth director for seven years.
1t's the kind of thing where I've had a
lot of experience making decisions for
the welfare of the group. rather than
for the welfare of the individual.” Ben-
nett said.

As principal of Warner Juntor High
School, Bennett says he has a unique
view of Farmington and its problems

“1 think I'm at a different level of
viewpoinl which involves the youth as
well as the adult population of the
community.” he said

“You must be aware of the people
Their mean age is on the constant
rise.” What this means s that the oty
should take a close look at the serv.
lees it offers and find out whether
they are serving the greatest number
of people with the best cfficiency

The same, he said. needs to be done
if the downtown business district is lo
be revitalized

“TWO KINDS of things need 1o be
done. Many of the older buildings do
not have modern, uscable. up-todate
facilities. You're going to have to
have parking too, but there’s more in.
volved than that.

“You have to ask what kind of busi-
ness services are you going to provide
for the population® What are their
needs™

Farmington Junior High School and
the former pool store near it might
play leading roles in the solution of
the parking and revitalization prob-
lems.

*(The former pool store) 1s a build
ing which is not terrbly useful
Maybe we need to look for the small
cr service shops which would serve
the public

“Whether it's Oakland Street or
whether it's other arcas, [ fee) that
we're going to have to provide park-
ing People just don't walk a great dis-
tance 1 think unfortumately selected
homes . are probably going 1o have
to be sacnficed to serve other busi-
nesses | don'l sce Farmington as a
shopping mall arrangement. | see 1t
as a small store arrangement.

“‘Maybe the answer is buying Farm
ington Junior High School and creat-
ng parking

“We're going to have to get advice
and then we're going to have to weigh
thal with the communty isentiment!
You have to give and take You have
to make some balances somewhere.”

Bennett has no complaint about the
cily’s police protection, which,some
citizens have criticized at recent can
didates” nights

“1 HAVE NO HARD evidence that
this is an issue In a particular casc
there enight be a complaint, | think
the basic public service 15 rather
good

Consolidation, he sud, ““would cer-
tainly water down what the city 1s
able to do. The present effforcement
numbers tbetween the two cities) are
considerably different,

I do not think the issue of consoli-
dation is a viable issue at the mo-
ment.” It won't happen, he smd, until
the tax bases of the two cities are
cqualized. or until tax pressures from
the state or {federal governments
force the two together for survival

I wouldn't say it's incvitable, but 1

William Hartsock

“The lirst two times ! ran for cily
council, I had n different approach 1
had a lot of promises This time, I'm
going to run on what [ plan for the
Qty of Farmington and what I've
done." said Incumbent candidate Wil-
tiam Hartsock

At 25, Hartsock Is the youngest
member of the Farmington City Coun-
¢il. He is a graduate of Our Lady of
Sorrows High School and now works
as 8n accountant for Touche Ross and
Co., CPAs

When Hartsock made his successful
bid for the council two years ngo he
promised to work for a dial-a-ride sys-
tem In the city.

Progress was limited, bt Hartsock
sald it was partially realized when the
senior citizen cab service was in-
stituted

His second promise was efliciency
in clty government, which Hartsock
aaid was accomplished with the pur-
chase of a mini-computer.

“Where it used to take two people
two weeks to do the billing, it now
takes one person one day. We saved a
month of work and effort. We will put
the city payroll on the computer—
that was several thousand dollars
spent in a yur:"

(SING THE COMPUTER for in-
v/u'i’:‘ls and payables gave them an ac.
curate, referable record and a finan-
cial statement was only several days
in preparation Instead of one to three

. he g
monihs, e Shime with the statement

m:{::nm free of conflicts of inter-

ost. That's still true.
.

*I could probably say that for the
other councilmen too.”" he added

“Twn years is too short to make
any effect on the City of Farm-
ington,” he sald “It's good to have
turnover—guys who stay an for years
and years get stale ™

Hartsock said he would be against
destroying homes on the south side of
Oakland Street to make room for park-
ing to revitalize the downtown area.

"I'd be definitely against that We
could move thoe homes to o histori-
cal area sct aside somewhere. Of
course, because the city doesnt have
anymore land to develop like that, it
could be an argument for consoli-
dation.

“'A parking structure, business. or
condominiums would be aut of place
there. it would be too small a plot of
land to put that large o building on

it

Nor does he think consolidation of
Farmington and Farmington Hills po-
lice forces would be o good idea

“"There are some sections of the
Hills that will go for days wjthout
seeing a (patrol)car.”

THE RATIO OF police to city size
Is much more comfortable in Farm-
ington, he sald

“We have little over 25 square
miles to patro) in three marked cars
and one detective car. The Hills Bas
more than 40 officers and four of five
cars to patrol almost 36 square
miles."”

Additicnally, he said, “the morale
of our policemen is a lot better, even
though they're gelling lower pay.”

As with the other candidates, Hart-

ALBERT HOLM

for extended periods of time. | will
have time to become familiar with in-
dividua! requests that have to be
made.

“The guy that comes down to city
hall with a variance - more than
likely, he's not very articulate. I think
the councilmen have the obligation to
listen to what he's thinking and ferret
out the real merits of what is be
asked or suggested. Help those people
to analyze what' they want.

"1f their request should be denied. 1
think it must be done with dignity and
without ridicule."

He said he has attended many coun-
cil meetings as president of his sub-
division. helping those who had

tions, requests or complaints. He

made a point of 1t

“One year1 had a better attend-
ance record than some of the cown |
cilmen ™

N
W/
ALTON BENNETT

think the issue in ime would becorne
inevitable. That would be several
years down the read. but 1 think it
will come up.

“With the present circumstances—
without a mandate—we've passed the
time when it would be an advanta-
geous thing to do. At this time [ would
not be in favor of it tconsolidations ™

During the next five years. Bennett
said. the Farmington Gity Council will
have to continue to address itself to
“downtown Farmington versus resi-
dential arcas. 1 think that will be a
continuing  discussion issue

“It's going to become a matter of
the population as to what kinds of
people and what kinds of services we
should have to meet those needs.”

Another of Farmington's future
problems may be a struggle to stay in-
dependent of encroaching state and
federal regulations, he said

WILLIAM HARTSOCK
sock thinks consolidation would be in-
opportune

“We won't consolidate urtil the
time when the Hills brings their serv-
ices up to the city of Farmington's. 1
went out to coffee Xlatches and home-
owners' association meetings and 1
have yet to find anyone in the city of
Farmington who wants to tonsolidate.

He hopes the new study on the Cen-
tral Business District will help head
off economic atrophy there

“WE'VE HAD SEVERAL business
district studics in the past, and a bot
of false starts. 1 was convinced that
Greene and, Associates have some-
thing different to offer as far as a solu-

tion.

He listed future problems for the
city in the .arcas of vandalism, cost
maintainance and cooperstion with
the City of Farmington Hills.

[y

Ralph

Of those running for Farmington
Gty Council. only Ralph Yoder and
William Hartsock have graduated
from Farmington high schools

Yoder lived in what was once Farm-
ington Township. now Farmington
Hills, since 1940. He moved to Farm-
ington when he was married in 1962
.;:5 has been on the city council since
1

Having lived in both cities, Yoder
said he has mixed emotions about con-
solidation.

“The timing isn't right. It would be
harmful to our city residents to consol-
idate.” The only time it would be
right is when ‘their city services
have reached a level similar to ours ™

Besides, he said, Farmington Hills
city government operates under a dif-
ferent philosophy from that which
moves Farmington

“They want suburban living and a
minimum amount of service so they

can retain a rural atmosphere

“We're a small. compact city and
provide a heck of a lot of services: po-
lice, fire, snow removal and rubbish
removal. lighting . the basic services
most cities provide.”™

James

James A. Moore is no stranger to
city government He is a member of
the Farmington Planning Commus-
sion. now into his second appoint-
ment

Nevertheless, he has never cam-
paigned for a position and his candi-
dacy for a city council past may be
viewed as putting his toe in to test the
water. .

““This is my first verture thto poli-
tics, although ['ve been on the Plan
ning Commission.”” he sad

Why is he running for the Farm-
ington City Council”?

"It was thrown out at one of the
meetings 1 was at. at city hall
about people running for city elec-
tions. At the time Mayor Yoder had
decided not to run and so did John
Allen.”

1t seemed like a good time to make
a bid for public office. And it was mur-
tured by his closely-held belief in in-
volvement

“I stick to the word involvement:
this has been one of the key things 1
do. When | start someting. | get deep
ly involved in it

HIS CANDIDACY', be insists. should

Yoder

AS FOR CONSOLIDATION between
two cities, he's not sure there has
ever been a precendent.

*Two cities have never merged. [
think there's a possibility * But if the
question were put to a vole in the
next year, he would vate no, he said

When some irate citirens criticized
police protection in the city at an ear-
lier Farmington Democratic Club can-
&dates’ night, Yoder was quick to in-
vite them to a private conference with
Public Safety Director Daniel Byrnes

“1 don't think we have a problem
(with police protection).” he said
later. “‘Policemen donY like to pick
wp stray dogs. ™

Because the fire department and
the police department m Farmington
are integrated into one public safety
department. the city 1s saving its resi-
dents money

“One of the reasons aur taxes are.

50 low is that we have an integrated
police and fire department | think the
police services would be &luted if we
consolidated ™

Yoder said there arenY any issucs
which will make or break candidates
n this election .

“There really havenl been any
issues. It's a populanty contest: it's

Moore

mot be construed as a no-confidence
vote in the present ety conal It's
the key word involvement agan

1 have really no axe to grind with
the presernt members of the councl
whatever. But I'm interested 1 get-
ting involved and want to help them
carry out their efforts * These. he
says, are keeping government econom:
ical and looking after the retired. the
elderly and those on fixed incomes

“There's a great need for sorncbody
to look out after these people

Moore 1s familiar with’police work
and is a member of the Southeastern
Michigan Police Chiefs. Mich:gan and
International Police Chiefs Assocr
ations and the Intermational Assoc:
ation of Arson [nvestigalors

When asked whether he thought
there was a police protection proticm
tn Farmington, he sad. "Some good
things recently have happened to
Capt (Dan) Byrnes There is a Little
cloud nine floating around him yet
When he geis around to separating
the wheat from the chaff, I think that
we will have a very fine law enforce.
ment agency 1 the City of Farm
ington.

Byrnes was recently marned

RALPH YODER

who you know

“The city’s been wrestling with it
for the past 10 years.” he said of the
downtown parking probiem

“There needs to be additional park-
irg Possibly some of the buildings
should go I'm opposed to con-
demnation (of the houses on Oakland
Streety

YODFR 1S GENERAL manager
and secretary of Tri-County Trucking .
Co_ard the Tri-County Enterprises.
Ind

JAMES MOORE

The 58yvear-old manager of 'safety,
security and fire protection for Ameni-
can Natural Gas Systems said he
would vote against consolidatign with
Farmington Hills, if the issue were to
come up within the year

“T thirk the standards of ‘Farm-
ington Hills have to be brought uwp
freatly before we can even consider

nsolidation.” he sad
“IN CITY GOVERNMENT we have
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concepls :n pantings and crafts

Featured wuibo such cralts as

® 5p00n jewelry

o stained glass

sam rieLo's ARTS
& CRAFTS SHOW

T
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MORE €RAFT EXHIGITS THAN EVER BEFORE?

Hundreds of originat paintings 1n o11s. watercolors and acrylics

NOW thru NOVEMBER 2

Artists range from the amateur housewi'e 10 the

h some exciung new

o lurnuture making
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® metal sculptyre

o ceramics
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