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Primitive artist

plorations filling many galleries, it
1s sometimes a pleasant change to
look on the crayola-bright, uncom-
plicatedly happy world of pnmx-
tive — or naive — art.

Bloomficld Hills artist Muriel
Clayton has been populating can-
vasses for the last three years with
miniscule people, animals and
trees who live in a quint but well-
ordered . world of neat buildings
and straight roads.

dent Wallace Clayton, were living
in New York.
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results she wanted, either.

She took her work tosome of the
best eastern art schools and work-
shops for cnuc&' es that hopefully
would lead to her admission and
fnall;y found the Greenwich Art

“I talked with several people, but

1 didn't know what sortof art 1

wanted to go into. I didn't want

portraits or landscapes. Thei had
&Y

in Arwin Gallery in Detroit. Last
month she had a one-woman show
atJ. Walter Thompson headquart-
ers in Dearborn.

SHE ALSO does a considerable
amount of commission work spe-
cializing in private homes and wed-
dings.

In the wedding paintings, shein-
cludes the church with the hour of
the wedding on the steeple clock
and the wedding party with tiny
bridesmaids dressed like the real
ones.

“One group ¢ of bridesmaids wore
dotted swiss,” she recalled. “Im-
agine doing that when the figures
are no higher than three-fourths of
an inch.”

The number and size of the fig-

w

With so much going on in one
painting, it's easy to lose track of
some of the characters.

“The heads go in last and some-
times I forget them. Once it was
embarrassing. At one exhibitI was
showing a beach scene that had a
kid on a bicycle. A woman came up
to me and said, ‘There’s no top to
the kid"” When there are over 100
bodies on the canvas, it's easy to

tive.”

Some of the whimsy is inten-
tional. In a painting of a turn-of-
the<century summer home, there
is one set of third-floor drapes that
are mysteriously closed.

\er)bodys out having fun.”
she explained. “But there is some
hanky-panky going on up there.”

Mrs. Clayton's works are de-
noted by two signatures — the
printed one in the lower right hand
corner of the canvas, and a figura-
tive one,adoganda fittle boy hold-
ing three balloons, in the lower
left.

The most difficult part of every
work, Mrs. Clayton said, is finish-
ing it.

*I have to ask myself if it's fin-
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