Innovative arts council opens another year

By LORAINE McCLISH

Marlowe Belanger gave her *‘Re
port {rom the President' on the same
night she was re-clected to another
term in the same office on the Farm.
ington Community Ans Council,

In the past 3'2 ycars as president,
since founding the council. she has re-
ceived the “Citizen of the Year,” and
other awards and recognitions in
large part because of ber efforts in

bringing both the performing and vis-
ual ants to local residents.

Most recently, she was instrumental
in gaining o grant from the Michigan
Cauncil for the Arts for an even wider
range of programs within the Farm-
ington arca.

The Farmington council has never
been one which followed in the steps
of other councils, and the programs it
initiated are many

IT WAS THE FIRST to publish a

communily calendar of events; cre-
ated a commumity involvement confer-
ence, and the senior citizen arts and
crafts program. It formed the first
“Operation Insight” for foreign ex-
change students. and expdkure to the
ants for both students and adults.

The Artist in Resident Tribute, a lit-
crary cortest in cooperation with com-
munity schools, and a choral work-
shop held in September, are all
among the firsts .

It has bused handicapped and sen-
iors to a concert, spansored dramatic
workshops, and supported the Girl
Scout play “Daisy.”

It has financially supported the
Farmington Community Center, the
Oakway Symphony. the Madrigal Club
of Detroit and the Farmington Com-
munity Band

This summer an eight week. 18.per-
formance “Summer in the Park”
series of concerts was injtiated by the

council with the coopur:man of the

la:d County. and a member of the &d
association of the Mich-

city's band and, recreatit
department

AS PRESIDENTA the group. Mrs
Belanger has attended a grant
smanship conference, an arts manage-
ment conference, and has held numer-
ous pmmons on numerous art-related
socleties and organizations as a repre-
sentative of the counal

Among these is her appontment to
the Bicentennial Commission of Oak

mn Council for the Arts.

1deas she has for the (uture, which
are still in the planning stage. include
a directory of artists in Michigan; a
quarterly newslctter, a film scries for
the schools; and a forum on the arts,
a state program which has been sub-
mitted for grant consideration,

Coming up this spnng is an ant fair,
another first. set for carly April.
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He stands cight inches tall

A clay bust nears completion.
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The six-inch high igures'wan ther turn to be placed into a dol! house

Tiny figures come alive

4

for Farmington sculptress

By LORAINE McQUISH

When Sue Foucher creates a family
of dolls, she describes it as “hke
sceing little people coming alive.”

The Farmington artit has been
making her little families for about 18
months now, stemming [rom the time
her sister necded some petite figures
to put into a dol! house.

Mrs Foucher's sister is Joanne Hen-
nessy of Livonia who set the style
with a multi-roomed colonial doll's
house, and the era with a motiff of
about 150 years ago. Mrs. Foucher fol-
lowed suit with hand created dolls and
fashions

The dolls are completely otiginal.
She hand-sculpts the face, hands
feet, mak
one with d painted face o create &f-
ferent expressions and an individual
character for every figure.

HER COLLECTION includes dolls
of every age. and her characters nm
the gamut (rom santa claus to store-
keeper. from the debutante of the day
to the servants in the Kitchen.

The figures in the doll house are
scaled one inch to one foot, though
orders from collectors have put her to
work on eight-inch and twelveinch
high dolls

““They are not (or playing with, they
are for looking at, and sold almost ex-
clusively to collectors. | had no idea
how many doll collectors there were
in the world until 1 started in this.”
she said

Bodies of the dolls are made of
cloth, 5o with the clay hands and feet
and face, they may lie in a bed. or sit
on a chair, but require a base to
stand up.

And all are dressed in “originals.”
She has created about a hall dozen
basic patterns, and with a multitude
of fabrics. fashions the cblhu 10 the
Qvil War pzrind
in a while."”

“I'm meklnz with
than 1 did with pai
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molds and finishes each™

have time for much of that any-
more

She is a former member of the
Farmington Artists Club. the Palette
and Brush Club. and a past president
of the Palette Guild

1 had to give up a lot when we got
into this. but 1 love dolls T always
did," she said

She has several pieces of sculpture
she's done in her apartment at 32401
Twelve Mile. and Is currently working
on a bust of her son. taken from pic-
tures when he was three or four years

old. For that she requres pictures of
both the front and profie of the sud
ject. and that, she says. s very hard
to come by. so it isn sarml!mg she
attempts too often

Even so. she is attempting just that
with a head that isnt an inch high
“which certainly doesnt have to be
too authertic. ™ And she has accepted
her first commission for p doll in eth-
nic clothing she is now ishopping for
malenal to dress

“THIS SATIFIES me. it's a Little bit
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Sue Foucher atwork in‘hev studio.

of everything 1 can get n my sculp-
tunng. painting and desigung and
cach comes out differently.” she said
Mrs  Foucher's dolls are sold
through Muriel's Doll House in
Plymouth, Four Seasons in Northville
and Country Store in Brjghton

A doll house with furniture, de-
signed and created by Mrs Henessy,
and dolls by Mrs Foucher. is on dis-
play now in Muriel's Doll House and
will remain there for about one
month




