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Combined parks supported

Mondsy, Navember 3,

Lreeentrir

by recreation commission

The Farmington Area Recreation
Commission. the intercommunity
Rroup coordinating recreation activi-
ties for Farmington and Farmington
Hills, last week endorsed Proposal D
af the parks advisory referendum. rec-
ommending 8 combination of small
neighborhood parks and n large munic-
ipal park.

In ils statement endorsing the pro-
posal. the commission sald. *“The plan-
ning of future recreation facilities is
an integral part of the service de-
manded by the taxpayers of a munici-
pality .
“Alter careful evaluation of existing
facilities and projected growth, the
Farmington Area Recreation Commis-
sion feels that a well-balanced ap-
proach to Parks and Recreation plan-
ning is needed to keep Farmington
thils a dynamic and desirable commu-
nity In which to live.”

In explaining the endorsement. John
Richardson. chairman of the recren-
tion commission and its Farmington
representative. sald, "It i3 my hope

that the people of Farmington Hills
will select @ park system similar to
the one in Farmington.

“Farmington has cstablished a
neighborhood park concept through
the neighborhood schools,” he said.
building “magic s " which con-
sist of two tennis courts and one bas-
ketball court .

IN MATERIAL prepared for the Oc-
tober public hearings on the park ques-
tion the commission outlined a park
system which went a little further
however, than the “magic square”

concept.

1t included proposals for neighbor-
hood-park schools, neighborhood
parks and a large district park.

The neighborhood-park school was
still the primary unit tn the system,
serving approximatley 8,000 people
The minimum area recommended for
it was 20 acres with three acres used
for school building and parking lot.
one acre for a playlot and apparatus
and five and one-hall acres for ficld
games. Five and one-half acres would

be park arca, including space for
drama and quiet activities, two and
one- half acres for hard-surface game
courts and a multiple use area. iwo
acres for bulfer zones and circulation,
twotenths for a recreation service
building and three-tenths for senior
citizens.

The commission also recommended
that the school be located at the cdge
of the park area to provide for max-
tmum growth and that the playground
equipment be located far enough from
the building to keep noise from inter-
fering with the classrooms

THE NEIGHBORHOOD parks. to
be built when school facilitics were in-
adeguate. would be designed to prima-
rily serve children under 14 but would
be able to provide for adults and teen-
agers. They should be built on a min-
imum eight acres

The particular facilities required
would depend on the nature of the
neighborhood, with space allocated ac-
cording to npeds. On a preliminary

Beautification effort
wins state recognition

The more than three years of work
put in by the Farmingon Beau-
tification Committee in improving the
appearance of Farmington has finally
been recognized by the state

Farmington was chosen to recelve
one of five awards at the recent Keep
Michigan Beautiful convention in Lan-
sing  Other awards were given to
Wayne State University. the Garden
Clubs of Michigan. the Glonous Free-
dom Misston in Detroit and the Sagi-
naw School District

But as the only city 10 recenve an
award. Farmington was_ singled out
for distinction. thanks mistly to the
untinng efforts of the Beadtincation
Commiltee. now headed by Mrs
Betty Holmes 4

Mrs  Holmes. who accepted the
award in Lansing. will present the
plaque to the city at the council meet-
g tontght.

Although the city has competed for
anc of the state beautification awards
befare. it was never honored untd this
vear A presentation compiled in book
form by Joan Barbrick and Charlotte
Bruce=must have convinced the
judges that this year Farmington was
worthy

AS MRS. HOLMES Nipped through
the pages of before and after photos
<hown 1o the state judges she-pointed
out the numerous projocts encouraged
by the commillee such as improve
ments to the Farmingtm City Hall,
the Old Village Tavem. the Civic
Theatre. the Farminglon Lumber
Company and the Village Mall

The most recent Farmengton Beau.
tshication Committee project com-
pleted was the mini-park at the cor-
ner of Farmington and Grand Ruver,
what the committee called the “focal
point”* of downtown.

The mini-park replaced a memorial
i front of the Masonic Temple with a
landscaped area of railraad ties. flow-
ers, shrubs and park benches. The
park will serve as a convenient stop
for pedestrians as well as an example
to cncourage others o make improve-
menta on their own. Mrs  Holmes
said

Members of the committee rushed
to plant hundreds of fowers in the

Teenage rights are '
topic at library

park. working 1n the ramn, to get
ready for this year's Founder's Festi-
val.

The flower beds there at the Farm-
ington Center shopping mall and
around the ety were all muntained
by the Beautification Commuttee this
summer

The Beautification Committee
works on projects with other area
awvie groups bike the Jaycees or the
Friends ol the Beautification Com-
mittee. persans who do not want to be
appainted by the city council to the
committee bt do want to help on pet
projects.

INDIVIDUAL  MERCHANTS are
not as cooperative, Mrs Holmes said.
Some merchants, she said, were very
disappointed when the commttee 1n
stalled flower boxes along the side-
watks on Grand Hiver. near the curb

Complaining because the boxes cut
down parking spaces, the merchants
were “‘almost happy’” when the boxes
were removed As a compromuse the
committee has planted petunias
around each tree on he sidewalk

Group projects. such as “Keep

Farmington Beautiful Month™ in May
of cach year. an awards program hon-
oring those who have contributed to
the overall beauty of Farmington and
a contest for youths to pick an area
within the city and draw suggestions
to improve it. arc used to stimulate
more interest in projects.

Although the committee has
trated most of their activity on Graj
Ruver. Mrs Holmes said, it hopes fto
reach all parts of the city. Sixt
residents serve on the Beautification
Commuttee. three 1 an exofficio
status. offering suggestions and guide-
tines

Anything the commuttee wants to do
must first be approved by the city
council, which supplies the funding
Some merchants. hke the Steinkopl
Nursery. have been extremely gener-
ous in donating matenials. Mrs
Holmes sad

The hist of ,buildings partially or
completely restored in the city goces
on and on. But even with all it has ac-
complished. the Beautification Com-
mittee goes on oo, striving to keep
Farmington a thriving. viable commu.
ity

plan the commission suggested three
acres be used for turf area and the
rest divided for open space. quiet
space, senior citizens and others

These parks would be designed for
“neighborhoods.” txt Richardson ad-
mitted defining a “neighborhood” 1n
the suburb was difficult

“Most subdivisions have their own
facilities.” he noted

The "neighborhood park would re-
flect the character of the neighbor-
hood and play an important role in
community aesthetics For that rea
son the commission recommended it
include open lawn arcas. plantings
and walks.

THE DISTRICT-WIDE park is. as
its name suggests. a park serving the
needs of a total community, serving a
population of from 50,000 to 100,000

1ts location would be close t6 the
center of the population, but the com-
mission said. available land would
largely determine where it would be
placed. The recommended size was be-
tween 50 and 100 acres, but this
should be based on population density
and total aty arca

The facilities would depend on natu-
ral topography and features, and avail-
able acreage. It could include ficlds
for baseball. football. soccer and soft-
ball, a tennis court, winter sports faci!-
ities. a daycamp. nature trails or out-
door theater.

All of these facilities should be sepa-
rated by large turf areas and land-
scaped tudfers

Funding of parks will probably be a
big question for the Farmington Hills
voters on s commission
noted that a wide varicty of methods
have been used to finance the acquisi-
tion and operation of recreation
aress .

Methods which could be used are:

eBonds: general obligation bonds.
approved by vote, or revenue bonds.
paid for by user [ces;

«Creation of a bulding authonty to
construct and lease the recreational
facilities with financing through sale
of bonds:

eTaxes on such items as real prop-
erty, sales, personal property, or gaso-
line. perhaps with legislation designa-
ting certain taxcs be used for recrea
tion;
eSale of licenses and permits for
hunting. boating. fishing. boat own-
ership, use of tennis facilities’
beaches or parks!

slevy of fees and charges for en
trance, parking or membership

eConcession stands permitting pn-
vate operators to provide services.

#Using the federal programs avail
able

Tuenty Five Cents

4 R {

Next spring the tul.p bulb Kristi Kushner 15 ptanting will be a
tall. cotorful bloom :n front of Wit-am Grace School (Stalf photo
by Harry Mauthe)
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Recreation program
is being offered

¥
Registration nds 15 opun for the
after schaol recpeation program at
G éind Flagders Fle:
chooles

Those interested may register o1
Wednesday, Nov 3 foem 393 @
pm  The ciasses wil bé for iy
weeks

Classes at Flanders, 340 L
are beginnag art for grades hnder
garten through third grade at 33
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p'antng preect

rectaten at TR pm
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AL S 3 pm open @m will be for
those 1n fourth throuch sixth grade
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Thre program will be rounded out at
T30 pm with adult velleyball and
macrame for teens and adults

Tecnagers' legal rights and responsi- .
tilities will be the topic of a program . .
presented by the Young Adult depart. L
ment of the Farmington Community : )
Library, Farmington Hiils branch,
7y West Twelve Mile Road. ‘ oATTERSON SPEAKS
The program, which Includes a N .
red " arare: Ty Obi“ : Section A Oakland County Prosccutor had
entitled "“Marijuana,” will begin at tuaries some harsh words for the state's pa.
7:%0 p.m. Thursday, Nov. 8. 1t is de B k . . Editorials R H R yetem uhon be spove oofers b
e 1 . Bt o o locn rea lng in Sports 21 Farmirgton Republicans To sce what
Michael H. R. Buckles, & lﬁl at- me“mé oz Famign Rl To e
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through papers and statistics, getting ac-
quainted with employes and trying to gétan

district, was instailed as postmaster last week

re in the
the police. whether you & (Staff photo by Harry Mauthe).

wrong or not. A question and answer
period will follow.
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