‘At Republican meeting

Patterson attacks parole practices.

By NANCY KASSEN LIESE

The meeting of the Farmington Re-
publican Club Wednesday was a night
intended for residents to meet their
council candidates but it was also a
night for L. Brooks Patterson, Oak-
land County Prasecutor, 1o repeat his
criticlsm of the Michigan Parole
Bollrﬂ and it's early release of crimi-
nals.

The guest speaker, Patterson took
45 minutes between performances of
the Power Junior High Madriga! Sing-
ers to ask for support of his legisla-
tion currently In Lansing to end carly
paroles of prisoners.

With black covered notebook In
hand. he recited case after case of
erimf's in and around Oakland County
committed by carly parolees: A po-
ticeman kilied In Oau‘arl a i7-year-
old girl strangled In Milford; a col-

lege graduate shot as she jogged
along & road near her home.

Those cases, and the news headlines
which followed them, were all too fa-
miliar and predictable, Patterson
said. He assured the audience it
would see similar headlines again,
until the question of when to parole
criminals was resolved.

WHAT PATTERSON said he want-
ed to do Wednesday night “‘was point
out the policies of the Michigan Pa-
role Board lnd how reckless thase pol-
icies are

Bccnu: of a current Michigan law,
the “'good time law'* which the parole

" board uses, inmates are given time

off their sentences for good behavior
The result. Patterson said. is that in-
mates are paroled early, not because
they are rehabilitated, but because of
8 mathematical computation
According to charts Patterson dis-

‘Schoolcraft opens doors

Clarenceville High students will
soon be able to attend Schoolcraft
Community College for programs not
offered in their school q

v

The school board Thursday approv.
¢d a recommendation from Supt.
David McDowel! to begin the program.

. hext January.

The college courses in subjects not
offered in Clarenceville are primarily
for scniors, but 1®Rh and 11th graders
would be welcome

The school board would pay the stu-
dents’ tuition ($11.50 per credit hour)
{f the courses are laken for high

. school credit, but not if they are taken

for college credit

In cither case, Clarenceville stu-

* dents will have ‘bus service to and

{rom the central campus on Hag-
gerty. north of Six Mile

THE COLLEGE has agreed to sot
aside the 14 pm time block for high
school students

McDowell said Clarcencesille is the
first district to take advantage of the
Schoolcralt program

Dr. Ray Renbarger. Clarenceville
High principal. and princlpals of local
districts in the Schoolcraft College dis-
trict have met with collede officials to
arrange a program for students who
want 1o continue academuc programs
not offered in their respective high
schools

McDowell said the program would
continue through the 147677 school
year”

He added thal the board action
allows the district to offer betler pro-
grams for young peoplo. It is more
reasonable than the high school's of-
fering the classes for a handful of stu-
dents or being forced to drop a class
for lack of cnrollment. he said

Students may register in December
at the high school

The courses offered Inctude account-
ing principals (for college transfers),
architectural drawing. basic drawing.
ceramicy. basic design, toology, inter-
mediate business, genern! chemistry,
intermediate economics, principals of
cconomics (for college transfers),
electronics, intermediste Spanish,
music theory, general psychology,
and welding (if available.y

IN OTHER action. the board: ap-
proved free adult education courses
for persons 62 and older, approved an
operating budget of $4.7 million for
the current school year; and endorsed
going through the state Legislature to
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‘to Clarenceville students

push for a resolution limiting the state
school board's powers over local dis-
tricts.
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played Wednesdzy, a prisoner sen-
tenced to a minimum 10 years, can
with “'good time™” be paroled after
seven years and six months.

Good time |s given automatically in
mest cases, Patterson sald. A first de-
gree murder sentence is the only one
o which good time cannot be applied

risoner, if given *‘spe-
r serving
six years and four rmml d his 10
year sentence

Special or “‘warden’s time™* is given
o prisaners at the discretion of the
warden for extra good behavior, Pat-
terson said.

IF BOTH GOOD time and special
time were applied to a Y-year min-
imum sentence, Patterson said the
prisoner could receive a 50 per cent
Teduction in his sentence and be re-
leased after serving 13 years and one
month.

Patterson's legislation. House Bills
290, 491 and 4292 and Senate Bill
4B, would require that prisqgers
serve at least their minimum sen-
tence for all serious crimes. Patterson
included as a serious crime rape, mur-
der, armed robbery, sexual assault or
kidnapping.

These violent crimes are his major
concern, Patterson said, and he admit-
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ted his Gl “wont -lpt o violent
crime. It is a

Patterson denied mrgu that he
was picking on the five-member ap-
pointed parole board. Even though the
head of the board once publicly apol-

er, that apology mamnahmg to
him, Patterson sai

Fany-!.h‘ne ula have good time

1sws, Patterson said, but only four, in-

ﬂ!ﬂih‘ Michigan, deduct good lime
from the minimum sentece

“Thirty-six tates now have a death
penalty,” Patterson added. And if it
were brought back to Michigan "with
all the safeguards”, be would support
it.

Patterson also has been criticized
for suggesting the state build one
more correctional facility to hold on
to prisoners longer, at a cost he esti-
mated at $200 million.

“I maney is the only prodlem, it
can be found.”” he said

‘The Michigan prison population in-
creased by one person from 1960 to
1975, he said, yet -statistics for the
same period show violent crimes most-
ly have doubled

Murder is up 219.6 per cert, rape
2789 per cent, robbery 44 4 per cent,
and aggravated assault 243.1 per cent,
he said.
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