i)

THE OBSERVER & ECCENTRIC

Thursdsy, November 6, 1975

Male students debate
merits of liberation

By CORINNE ABATT

Women may have the impression
they are ﬂm!nz thelr llherauon bat-
el

tles all by thes men
are either not interested or overtly op-
posed to their efforts, but it is not so

Speaking for their sex. James Ra-
quepau, Les Lazarus and Paul Mush,
all students at OCC's Orchard Ridge
umpus were anxious to talk
women's lib from the male vlcwpolnl

It all started when Lamrus ha;
pened to mention that he was all for
lib, but he found some trauma when
he first made o concerted effort to
view women as persons, and not sex-
ual objects to be manipulated

He laid some of the blame on TV
and the media, some on carly child-
hood training and some on society in
general.

And having consciously brought
about a change In his thinking. La-
2arus has become almost o reformer
for women building an individual iden-
tity.

Raquepau Is the only one of the
three who says he' didnt consciously
have to reprogram, but he is also the
most conscrvative.

Explaining he is studying to become
A minister in the Church of Golden
Light., he said, “1 never had to
relearn. 1 feel 1've always accepted
everybody on an individwal basis

MUSH, HIMSELF a strong individ-
ualist now cngaged to a nurse. re
marked. “My behavior with girls was
atrocious | had to exchange that
learned behavier lur another loamcd
behavior

He objected to Raquepau's pmlasw
phy that all persons should be treated
as equals

Eh claborated. saying he felt some
prsons were smarter than he, and
others not so He did, howevet. strong-
ly defend cqual opportunity

“For Instance, 1 think everyone
should be educated—women, blacks—
everyone 1 really can't understand
how anyone could be prejudiced
against women 1 can't even talk
about it

Mush told his [riends he and his
fiancee plan to wait four ot five years
after marriage before having chil-
dren After a lime. his (lance hoped to
g0 back to work and the children
would be put in o nursery school
while she warked

Raquepau objected to anyone but
the parents raising the children even
for a period of time during the day.

Saying he felt women, because of
broader goals and broader viewpoints,
were better able to raise children, he
added. “'Some one of the parents has
to stay home and raise the kids '™

At the point where he said the
woman was better equipped. Mush in-
terrputed. '] disagree. 1 could raise
kids.""

Raguepau continued, stating objec-
tions to mothers leaving the home and
the children to work, but sald he felt

being o parcnt was an important re-

sponsibility He advocated traiming for
both parents

Mush said he favored giving the
tasks in the home to whomever way
best qualified for the job
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“My flance makes good colfee and .
she's a good cook. I know how to fix
cars. | know how Lo make colfee and
cook, but she doesnt know how to fix
the car. Now, what's the division of
duties gonna be? She does what she's
best at.”

STILL, HIS, division wasnt as firm
89 It sounded at first. “But, 1 want
her to have surviva! skills. If I'm sick
for six months, she could run the
household.

Raquepau smiled, “Then the only
disagreement we have I8 that 1 be-
Lieve one of the parents should be at
home raising the kids. The basis of
the family ts based on one parent rals-
ing kids. It just happens in our society
that the majority of men work and
the majority of women stay home and
do the hwuh-cplng ft'skind of a ml
ural selection.”

Lazarus, who didn scem as mar-
riage-oriented as the others, was
more interested In secing women es-
tablish (dentity as Individuals

Previowsly he had said, It was
hard for me to go through this proc-
ess (reevaluation) and realize women
are equally valid as human beings.”

He criticized women who blame -~

themselves when a relationship ends,
He was also upset with women who de-
fine themselves by the men in their
lives.

“If a woman structures her life
around 8 man, then when he says to
her, ‘you're no good." she believes
she's no good. 1 like to see more self-
conceptualized ideas.

Raquepau interrupted, 1 would like
to see the term self-sufficient used to
the extent that you are not relying on
other people’s opinions for your well-
being.”

Mush, who came closest to being
group philosopher, said. “You've gat
to know yourself before you can know
women or blacks and understand. 1f
you divide men ond women you can
hold them down. If you divide blacks
and whites you can hold them dowmn.
Everybody uses this technique, includ-
ing the government'”

Ragquepau was concerned that every-
one's rights ought to be respected
carte blanche.

*The problem in society is that no
one respects the other person's

Strangely, aggressiveness in women
pleased Lazarus. didnt bother Ra-
quepau and distrubed Mush

Lazarus sald, *Not speaking so
much sexually, 1 encourage aggres-
siveness—get out there and do It your-

. 8¢lf: I've come in contact with women

who are subservient—defined by their
relationships with men—and I'm not
comfortable. 1 tell them to develop
their potentlal Actwalize yoursell **

Raquepau said, “i prefer aggressive-
ness. | feel awkward when a woman
sits there and s not responsive.”

Mush sald slmply “I cant handle
aggressive women.” .

Lazarus interviewed Germaine
Greer when she was in Detroit recent.
Iy and said of one of the most aggres-
sive women on the

ry o change people.
mmymnemuumum
‘Sm it's comfortable to have a

man take care of you But,

1 push because there're more satisfac-

tions to be had

With a flourish and a grin he added,
“There's something better, ladies of

the world.”
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scene, | was really turned on by her
First time I've ever boen turmed on
by a lady twice my age. She is very
intelligient and very ribald in some of
her remarks

AS FAR AS the conversation's
changing anybody's mind. it didn't

Raquepau stuck to his beliel that
both sexes should be brought up as
rqunl: respecting the rights of all
people

Mush maintained his approach of
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