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Waiter Carroll and his gr

ghter walk a three-y d

night {Staff photos by Harry Mauthe)

Why Hills girl is intrigued

maro toward the barn for the

by world of equestrians

Four year s izo 16y car old Bk Deck:
er of Farmington Hills was only.mild
tvoanterested in horses

b started ricingt Lo sake my mom
Bappy ot ta please myeld © the
pretty. blond daughter of the Tom
Deekers says

But that ehanged quickly - Today
she would need a bushel hasket o
hold all of the Blue and red nbbons
she has won this vear

Now | nide to please myselt, If
SOUTC going to stay an ot has te be
to please yoursell

JUE ndes her Margan herse, Donna
m Margan all breed equatation and
park saddle compeition, Thewe are
precision contests where the rder and
horse perlorm ay a feam

JHLL IS roted among the top ten in

the countrs i foar categanes chil
drens park saddle ladies’ park
saddle  amatear park saddle and
raddle eat equalation

Mot af The e champonships were
won at the natiwnal mect in Oklahama

Gty last summer, Jib competes as a
dover. tand won the natianal el

drens pleasure drve Beeause all
competition 1s formal. she wore an ele
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gant long white dress while driving
the two-wheel cart before the judges

Morgans are a speaial breed of
horse and all shows are Morgan all
breed shows :

Mrs Decker. a former competitor
and blue ribbon winner. <3 .
Margan horse 1s known for versatihity
Tt as one of the oldest and truest of
American breeds,

The Morgan differs from Araban
stock (n body build 1a httle stockiers
and 1n the way 1t handes the feet
The Morgan doesn't fhing its fect out
as it runs. but runs with a tucking mo
tion

Jill's horse. Donna. a present from
her grandiather. Walter Carroll ol
Farmington. 1s a- dark chestnut, 15
hands high. 16 years old.

In equatation. judging 15 based on
the way horse and rider mose togeth
er. the rider’s positton on the horse
and the handhing during performance

IN NATIONAL competiton, horse
and rider are tested indiwidually The
Judge 15 gaiven a card histing the stems
of a prepared one minute perform
ance The judge may request some or
all of these

Jil gves an example One judie re
cently told her. “drop arens.” This
means to take feet out of the stirrups
However. at 15 expected there will be
o change an rider’s position or han
diing of the horse

Jl ndes English sadde and in day
tme competition 1s dresied in a blue
outfit with gold vetvet tium which her
muther made. In evening competition,
formal wear 15 cxpected and she
wears a tuxedn style coat and poants
white ruffle shirt. Black tie and top

at.

Sull, beng a nationad champ 1s fot
all blue velvet and white shirt work
She says. "My grandiather pur
chased Donna for me In retumn. t
take care of his horses

During the summer. this amounts to
average of 30 hours a week When
in schoal. she manages three hours a
day and more on weekends

=1 feed. exercise and groom them.
take care of their feet properly. clean
the stalls and tackroom  You alo
have 1o keep a gonstant watch on the
horses (o be sure they have the fight
diet and vitamins

There are nine horses on the Carroll
farm with two foals on the way

1t takes only a minute or two for
Jiland her mother to get Donna
ready 10 ride. J1 brings her from the
stall Mrs  Decker has the bndle
ready Sl puts the Gaddle on. her
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s1 o FF* ON YOUR NEXT LOAD OF.DRYCLEANING
REDFORD COIN LAUNDRY & CLEANERS

25181 W. Six Mile
(Dotwoan Beech and Telegraph Rd )

PHONE: 531-1251

+8 |bs.Minimum One Per Customer -Expires Nov. 20

WITH THIB COUPON

GE Filter-Flo
washers Still Only 35¢

mother tightens 1t while Jill combs
out Donna’s tail and runs a comb
through her mane

They talk as they work

Jill comments, My mother 15 my
wstructor and my best helper.”

Mrs Decker says Jill had potential
very carly She took her to an instruc-
tor who reported negative, at which
punt Mrs Decker took over the in
struction

JILL REPORTS rather matterof-
factly that she was hosptalized for
five ‘days this summer after a colt
‘ot Donnay fell on her Fortunately
her father and some friends were
there to help

Smiling at her mother. she com.
ments. “She gave me all of my inter
est She 1s my teacher and was an ex
crllent horsewoman

Mrs Decker grimaces at the use of
past tense and reminds her daughter
of the show at the Miftigan Fair
grounds last summer. Wkl had to
leave for a while, Mrs Décker stayed
to watch checked the schedule of
events ‘and discovered An event an
which they were entered sas about to
take place :

Hurriedly she barrowed some gear.
went nto the ning and took a resene
champinship

Now. she generally ndes only for
her own enjoyment Mastly, she advis
o< and drives her daughter around the
country «ast summcr from Massachu
<ctts to Oklahomas hauling the horse
trailer behind her.

Sometimes another daughter. Staci.
7. goes along Mrs Decker predicts
Stact could be the next Decker show-
g2 horses.

While Jill and her mother are the
only two who have won honors show-
g harses. Tom Decker 1s no strang-
er to horses He spent 15 years on the
rodea circmt won many awards and
prizes there. and now as a business-
man. was intrumental in introducing
rodeo a1 the Founders Festwal -

The family includes Steven, 18
Brooks. 13, and Tedd. §

,

Hospital classes
A el

held o(n/nutrmon

Botsford General Hospital s offer-
ing a serics of nutrition and diet thera-
py classes for members of the Farm-
ington  community and surrounding
area as part of its Cormymuruty Educa-
tion program.

There ts no charge for the classes,
directed by Botsford Haspital's staff
of five restered therapeutic dic-
tians

The next hour-long class will begin
at 2pm Tuesday, Nov 11 The sub
ject wall be diabetes and includes a
discussion and explicit information on
diet foods. mixed dishes and eating
out

The meetings are held in the third
floor dining roam of the north building

*of the hospital. 28050 Grand River. In-
terested persons should call the hospi-
tal ot 4767600 cxtensions 337 or 358,
between 830 and 10.30 am on the
Monday prior to the date of the meet-
g

GARAGE DOOR
OPERATORS
FORANYDOOR
GENIE “450”
$179Installed

1Yeae Warranty

AUTOMATIC DOOR CO.
$31-0890
SOUTHFIELD

This team won another championship atthe Mich:gan
tairgrounds last weekend when they .competed against some
of the best young riders nthe state.

Degrees awarded OU students

Thriteen Farmington students at
Oakland Umiversity qualibed for for
graduate and undergraduate degrees
at the end of the fall sesswon

They were Conmie Abramson. M.A.
in counseling and guidance. Ehzabeth
Baithie, MAT in teacher<elementary
education. Lucinda M. Bochm. MAT
in teacher-reading. Sandra A. Daw
son. MLA. in English. Kathenin Dow,
MA. in counscling and gwdance.

June W, Elv. MAT in teacher clemen
ary education. Jane Ko Glotzhober,
MAT n earhy childhood traming
Kevin 1. Kerckhoff. B A 10 payeholy:
. Mary C dbert. MAL i ooy
seling and gidance. Romrse L. N
MAT in teacher clementan  cd:
ton, Dale W. Sckerak. HA i pay
chology. Jean Taler. MAT i teacher
clementary  education. Mildred 1.
Whaley. MAT in teacher<lementany
education

lvn«!y-'.ighrh Annvel
ANTIQUES MARKET

AND SALE
. sponsored by
JUNIOR GROUP
GOODWILL INDUSTRIES

JNOVEMBER 1, 14 ond 15, 1978
Tharwdey, Fridey sl Soterdvy — 1138939
Free Locture — 1108

FAIRLANE MANOR

19000 Nbbard Drive, Desrbors
Desation 5208

Vebut Purting |

Welcome to Woven
Woods, the exciting
new shade collection
from Joanna Western.

Come In and see the
entire Woven Woods
collection today.
They're available in a
variety of styles, colors,
and patterns.

ORCALL534-2018
PRE-HOLIDAY SALE

McDONALD'S
SHADIE & DRAPERY
24634 FIVE MILE ROAD
REDFORD

Regular

CHEESEBURGERS

HAMBURGERS

20

FARMINGTON & FARMINGTON HILLS

®

the Kids!
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RESTAURANTS
BRING THE KIDS!

Come in to the Farmington Burger ot 32704
Grand River or to the Farmington Hills Burger
King ot 29206 Orchard Lake Road and enjoy
our delicious regular size hamburgers for 20¢
ond our regular Cheeseburgers for 25¢. Bring

THIS OFFER GOOD ONLY-AT THE
FARMINGTON-FARMINGTON HI“.S

BURGER KINGS

32704 Grand River

29206 Orchard Lake Road
OFFER EXPIRES DECEMBER 1, 1975
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