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'How schoels flght battle ‘against droppmg ouf

The war to (ight the dropout rate In
the Farmington Schoo! District is

being fought on many fronts.

Educators at the three district high,

- achools agree the major reason for

the low dropout rate arc the specially
designed programs—ocational educa-
tion, special education, counseling and
the coop job program

State- statistics reveal that Farm-
ington's dropout rate is 388 per cent.
&s compared to the state average of
6.88 per cent during the 1973-74 school
year.
- During the 1974-75 school year.” 12

mllu and 12 females dropped out at
North Farmington. Student enroll-
ment Is 1,350. Out of approximatety
the same number of. tudents at Harri-
son, there were 21 female and 45 male
dropouts. .

At Farmington High School there
were 42 female and 56 male dropouts.!
The studert enrollment is 1677

Harrison Assistant Principal Jack

. Buller lauded the Southeast Oakland

Voeational Schoo! at Walled Lake for
alding in keeping students in school

THE SCHOOL TEACHES a variety

Art club.honors
rooftop sketcher

z By CORINNE ABATT

- In 1928 n young Detroit artist. WU
Guy) Lassen. made a sketeh of the

. tooftops of the old art colony between

Russell and Rivard w Detroit

+ As he tried to think of an ided for i
mting to enter in the Farmungton
15t Club show on Fnday. Saturday

&d Sunday. Nov 14,15, and 16, Las

gen. now 68 and a retired advertising

exccutive. chanced npnu the old
nk(‘l(‘ '

" He used it tor an ) mmnm, “Raat
tops.” and won the best of shaw
award for his effort
«Fm o oespeciafly happy.” he said

shortly after putting the ribbon on his
painting. “‘because the only other
gward I've had is an Fonerable men
tion sceveral years ago.”

- Lassen, who ways he tus an atic
lnll of watcreglars. attended the John

trct Boy Scouts presented huim with
the coveted Silver Beaver award. He
has designed patches for the Detron
Arca Council since 1970. was on the
Boy Scout Commission for six vears
and 13 presently 8 member of the ad
vancement commitlee fi& the Rediord
Instrict Eagle Board Heview

Others i the club who won awards
were Elvie Hoffman, ~Seawall.” firxt
prize., Walter Reddig. ~Reflections.
second  prize,, Marjorie  Challstorp.

Florescence” third prise  Jernne
Habsburg. Blue and Pink.” honor
able mentun - and l\lll‘l‘ Nichals,
“Where the Forn Grows.” honorable
mention

As she mide the presentagions. M
tans who teaches panting at™hw Bir-
mingham Art Associabon commented
on each prizc winner.

AS SIE URGED the artists to koep

up the good work. and complimented

l:rr school of art in Detrott an the late
19205 and later studied under George
Rich before gomg mto advertsing,
n\mt reeently with the Detroit Newss,

PAINTING ON AND OFF for 0
Fedrs during his carcer. and actively
Involved with family responsibilities
and the Boy “Scout movement. he
says. 1 sorta go by streiks between
watercolors and oils.”

Artist Johanna  Haas who along
qith [gor Begmm, judied the show,
told Lassen as she presented the
award. “This panting carmed across

room, across the walls. }t has an
cxpressionist feehng and the color car-
ries over It catches vour soul as it
did ours

Lassen who has suffered foar lu-m
stacks smd he was especially proud
because last week the Redford Das-

Farmington Artist Club judge
holds the best of show ribbon which she is

_about to present to painter w.

the club on the quality of the show

~and the way 1t was hung Marjone

Chellstorp's wurks she explaimed how
i was judged _
“We looked for a pamterty fevhing -
cnlor. form and stxwcture ”

Adding that the art was of gond
quality. she said. “Good art will sur
vive Good panting will always sur
e

The 1wo Judges sclected 6 pantings
from 112 submitied to be hung in the

- puried section” Those tol closen were

ot disptayed

The open exhibit and o selection of
unframed works of art were all popu
tar witf the hundreds of vistors to
the exhiit which was held on the
tower (loor of the Farmunien hbrary
on Twelve Mile

The club helds exhibits twice
yearly

Johanna Haas

(Gus) Lassen.
\
\..

Mauthe) |,

« bndge.

His prize winning oil, *
Detroit in the 1920s. (Staf! photo by Hlvry

of vocational skills, from data process-
ing to horticulture

“Some of the students we might nor-
mally lose are kept in school by the
Wailed Lake program.” says Buller.
“Students who express interest have a
chance to visit the school and see
what it's like ™

Thesé in . the program attend for
three hours a day Eighty Harrison
students participate

“The_ school seems to meet their
needs and interest is something they
can handle,” says Buller

North Farmington Administrative
Assistant Ciarence Shrewbridge
thinks the Walled Lake prgram is pnp
ular because students recognize the
need for having a saleable skill to find
employment

“I'm sure that therc are more hds
tn school because of this program.”
says Farmington Asuistamt Principal

-Gerald Potter

“Guys who were patertial dropouts

' now have an opportunity for three

hours of study a day They like the
courses .
=) was at Walled lake yesterday. 1
think 100 per cent of the student
is there because they want to be. It
gives them something meaningful =
Vocational education programs coh-
tinue to be offered in high schools as
well as in the Walled lake facihity.

‘Farl Baumunk, director of the Farm- .

ington vocationa! program. says the
program is designed to relate to the
job market

“'We have an alternative program tn
vocational education called Prepata-

tory Employment Program (PEP). .

which is designed to give success 1o
students who haven't ‘bren successful
in acadermic classes N

Al the present time students
from the three high TNI:I;TM\‘ taking
instruction i office occupitions. auto
mechanics. prnting. machine shop.
welding nad nursing ants.” he says

“Our rate of placing studerts has
been 5 per cent n the past four
years’

COUNSELORS CONCENTRATE on
spotting those who may be potential
dropouts

“Individual counseling’ on a one-to-
one basis helps the stixdents with their
problems and keeps them in school,™
says® Shrewbridge

Buller points to.an additional coun-
seling program used to educate those
who are going out Mo the working
world

*Counselors make an l-nvpnm:l of-
fort with the kids on two kinds of pro-
grams al Harnson © says Shrew.
“They firt encourage stu-
dents to take the Ohio Interest Voca-
tional Survey to find their interests

"Rooftops,” is a scene of

skill they can use in the real-

Working on this six cylinder engime are North

“Everyone in'the 1&h grade has an
opportunity 1o join the vocational edu-
cation group which is conducted in co-
operation with the Emzhsh depart
ment. For several weeks the students

&ON explore vocational choices to’

u'ey néed to get a certan
pb or what actual work the-person in
s

Cmmlors are a factor i identt

fying potential dropouts They help

students with home and. school prob-

lems and recommend certan classes
in which they can find syccess ™

Mary Larson 1s one of those respon.
sible for helping students who have
been identified by counselors as need.
lm special attention

A resource ‘room teacher at Farm-

« ington Senior High School. she takes

in hand the student who needs a spe-

« cial boost in math. reading or science
skills.

“We try to provide alternative
forms of education for students with
Inmh; disabilities or emotional prob-
lems,” she sayx "By learning dis
abilities. | refer to a_child’s normal
hndnu in areas such as math or

Mr: Larson often orients her st
dents toward a vocational education

The career auto class teaches students a

Iite job market. *

to prepare them for lfe after gk
school

A READING (LASS [or some 1t
“these’ students would include @iy .
skills such- as learning to make a ot
spplication. read wast ads. et a hb
lrstud ('lndﬂ wonat gevencty
gebra these students mught lean to
make their way through' the 1n
tricacies of wherest rates on Lo
wriing checks and: filing out incurne
tax forms - - ,

“Thefe 15 no way to know for sure
big | think we can defirutely <3 that

dudents will end up with % bigch-

school diploma because of this pr
gram.” she savs Kids love it Thes
tell me They ay m the program and
don't rebel against it
“They learn Ko feel better about
themselves They become productive
individuals. We could hypothesizce that
- some of them might show up on wel
fave rolls without the skills they learn
here ™

The concept of the resqurce nom
where students can come for help in
bolstering necded  skills s carned
gown to both the yumor high whinls
and the !]tml:lr\ schools in Farm

ington
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One Shot
out-of Three

WINS A 6-PACK

7 Mile Rosd
! ]
VAT

Turkey Shoot'

Wednesday November -
19thru23

110-9 p.m. Daily
Noon-5 p.m. Sunday'

fooniun €2

OF VERNORS POP

TWO SHOTS oUT OF
WINS A *6* CERTIFICATE

" THREE

<

Towart a Turkey or Ham of -
your choice at Livomia Mall
Chatham /

Come on all you marksmen Test
your skill 3t cur TURKEY SHOOT
‘You get 3 shots and ail you have tg
do is put 2 1n the buiiseve to win $6

toward a Turkey or Ham One shot in,
gets & Vernors 6-pack. No hmif 1~ the
amount of Vernors you win, but only cne
gt ceruficate per family. please You'll go
wild over this realistc old-fashioned TUR.
KEY SHOOT 3SHOTS STILL 50°

~

Livonia Mall
7-MILE at MIDDLEBELT

Open Daily ‘til 9 p.m. - Sunday Noon-'til § p.m.




