18A(F) THE ORSERVER & ECCENTRIC

‘

Residents must face duty in fighting crime

l’itsldem cooperation is the key to fighting
crime.

me.

Although the City of Farmi administration
has been assigned the task of studying ways to
combat crime. their efforts will be for naught if
res“ienls continue to\turn their heads away from
reality.

Yy
~ Police statistics reveal that vandalism has risen

by 65 per cent in the City of Farmington. Reflect-
- ing this rise was the attendance by members of
the Farmington Oaks Subdivision Association at
e CSOALLY SEDATE ¢ ‘
council Was ba:
by residents pleading for help from/cit; rfmdm

Schools d@eniekd

new sex ed role

An cpidemic of vencreal disease. A soaring ille-
gitimacy rate, and not just among the lower
orders. The Pill as a houschold word. The com-
monness of abortion :

. You can read about them in the papers. hear
them casually discussed on TV talk shows. learn
the gory details from magazines and hear them
flippantly discussed in conversation.

What you can't do is teach about them in the
public schools. The State Senate saw to that last
weck as it defeated, 22112, a bilmn the prohibi-
tions on certain subjects in sex ation classes

In a way. it's hard to blame those who voted
nay The public—or at least voluble portions of
it—sometimes lobbied. sometimes bullied, legisla-
tors into voting against it. The senators saw it as
a legitimate expression of the wills of their con-

!

stituents

. The “antis" had a good case. We have one of
"“the frankest. most “sophisticated” and best in-
* formed societies in the world, but instead of this
. knowledge cradicating the evils of VD and unwant-
! od pregnancy. just the opposite has occurred.

"1t would have been good to see the public
schools get a crack at educating kids about the .

* evil side of sex, but the Senate, with the advice

* and consent of concerned mothers, decided that

* was mot to be. The mothers said: “Leave that up

. to the parents and the churches.”: .

So, parents and churches, get busy. VD is prac-
tically epidemic. More illegitimate babies are
being born every day: Abortion is commonplace.
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editorial opinion

Oaks residents have been victimized lately by a’

:ah of lcrimts inc
arms, lawn stre; ,
throwl sking

ng.
Residents point their fingers at law enforce-

auto breakins, false

ment officials)saying it is their duty to stop the/ .

trouble.
But in teality it is the residents who must do
the cooperating to stem the tide of vandalism.

1t crimes when they happen. off

rom their responsibility, chlniln; a fear of recr-
imination by the vandals .

Public favors handgun regul'ation,-

Yet at this week's meeting, none of the resi-
dents present

;“‘E repo o
get involved. |
Curfews, citizen band radics, resident patrols

‘RESIDENTS NEED to put their faith in law en-
forcement officials. Bymes says many
of vandalism go
cult for police to i
other cases, crime could
dents’ not setting themseives up by leaving doors
unlocked or tape decks in unattended automo-
biles.

Buf most of all, residents should keep cool
about the situation. As City Manager Bob Dead-
man says, Farmington isnt a crime-ridden com-
munity. It never has to be if residents cooperate,

STEVE BARNABY

sees no ‘protection’ in firearms .

State Sen. Carl Pursell from time to time R)I]s
residents of his district (Plymouth, Livonia, Red-
ford Township) about their views on public issues

His most recent poll results came in to the of-
fice last week. and they contained some inter-
esting results on a subject usually treated with
more heat than light: gun control.

The item on the questionnaire read: “Prop-
onents of handgun control feel that banning hand-
guns will help eliminate crimes of violence. Those
against handgun control claim that criminals will
still be able to obtain guns and that citizens would
lose a method of defending themseives. Do you
favor legislation that would ban the sale and pos-
session of handguns”

The results were that 58 per cent of the respond-
ents .agreed and 44 per cent disagreed. .

)
STATISTICS on this matter of handguns are by
now clear .

Of the 19,000 homicides committed in the US
in 1973 more than 10.000 involved hand, While

by PMILIA . PORER ———

The major objection. of course. is that people
fear that handguaregulation would take away
from the “‘good /guys" their freedom and capacity
1o defend themselves against the “bad guys™ who
would not give up their weapons

U.S. SEN. Philip A. Hart. in a recent news re-
lease. has a good reply to this argument

National studies. he says. show that in about
eight out of 10 handgun killings. it is not the bad
man who shoots the good man Rather it is the

cvery other industrialized country prohibits pri-
vate ownership of handguns. one out of every four
US. households owns a pistol — more than own
dishwashers or stereo sets.

National statistics also tend to support Sen. Pur-
sell's poll, showing that the public at large wants
some kind of gun regulation by a 77 to 19 per cent
margin — a figure that has increased sharply in
recent years.

Civil disobedience-- for which cause

The question of civil disobedience when one
thinks a law is unjust has always bothered me.

1 have always felt that a law is a law and
should be obeyed, and if it is a bad law it should
be changed through the democratic processes.

When Fred Buesser was president of the Mich-
igan Bar Association. he wrote a very scholarly
piece on this subject, and 1 will steal some of his
thoughts to help put the question in a proper per-
§ e

*If Martin Luther King is correctly understood,
civil disobedience is the exercise of the right.
under principles of natural or moral law, to dis-
obey any law which an individual's conscience
tells him is unjust. provided that he performs his
act of disobedience openly and non-violently, and
provided that he willingly accepts the penalty fos
his act.” .
. CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE, 50 defined. claims a
proud lineage: From the Old Testament through
the Christian martyrs; from the American Revolu-
tion through the civil marches in the south.

But before we ¢ that recent acts of law-~
lessness and violence — and of interference with
police officers in the discharge of their duties —
are entitled to be equated with the great hervics
of history, let us take a closer look g

Civil disobedience is heady stuff. Its successful
exercise generates a sense of r < & power
just as corrupting as power lawfully acquired.

The Declaration of Independence cautions
against rashness in putting aside established
forms of government merely to avoid evils which
are “sufferable.”

IN COLONTAL times patriots ta f being in
a *'state of nature " By this they meant a situa-
tion in which human beings existed in an environ-
::gm where there were no laws, no rules. no

er.

Today we a%m a state of nature. We live
under a democ: society of self-government.
based on the concept that the fundamental source
dfgowcr lies in the people themselves.

is power the people have delegated to their
clected reprrmnémm To rebel lodnyuh not- to
rebel against arbitrary potentates or self-appoint-
ed tyrants, but agairist the society we ourselves
have set up. . .

And we must note that it is one thing to disobey
a law because it is honestly believed to be uncon-
stitutional lnnd/hem no law at ail} and to prove

: Harmiy gtﬁn
@hsrruvr{-&
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v outraged good man who. in passion.
uses it instead bf his fist: or mistaken good man
who thinks the man at the back door is trying to
rob him. when
home accident,

: f
In the remainingtﬂ per cent of handgun' kill-

ings. according to Hart. where the bad guy is
doing the killing. the bad guy usually gets the guh
from the good guy. “Unfortunately. those millions
* of ‘honest’ handguns provide the reservoir that

-—— by HENRY M. HOG AN, R,

it. and quite another to deliberately violate a law
acknowledged td be entirely legal simply to at-
tract public attention to a “cause.”

Unless people make themselves heard. the
order of society on which we rely — whether for
police protection or Social Security payments —
will. crumble beneath the onslaught.gf_ worthy.
causes (and worse); we will trample ourselves to

Judges don’t

Judges have iJ'nposim courtrooms. Judges have
gavels. Judges have law books and clerks: Most
1judges even have wisdom

But judges dont have printing presses to spit
out money. and lacking them. they cant help the
State of Michigan, local governments espe-
cially the schoal districts out of the fiscal jams
they're all in. '

And yet it appears judges may be asked to do
just that becausee the budget cutting cases may be
coming their way.

FORTY SCHOOL districts are asking Attorney
General Frank Kelley to rule on whether it's prop-
er for Gov. Milliken and the legislature to cut so-
called “‘categofical aid.”" Bloomfield Hills. Bir-
mingham, Southfield, South Redford and Troy are
involved in that one.

Categorical 3id is the money the state gives
local districts [for certain specialized programs
that the state res. On the surface, it seems

unfair to tel] these districts they
utely must do certain things and then take
away the motey they were getting to do it.

But the question is what can an sttorney gener-
al—whose opiniions have the force of law until a
court rules otherwise—do about it? Order the.
state to pay out money it doesnt have?

OTHER SCIJOOI. districts have a different prob-
lem: They were getting general state aid on a for-
mula that wenk up to 27 mills: thus. if they levied
more than 27 mills, they got no extra aid

Well, that looks fair enough. but when state
budget cutting time came along, the cuts were
based on total millage, not just the first 27 mills.
In other words, the high
ward for taxing themselves, but they did get pun
ished cutting time came.

Wayne-Westland, Redford Union, Livonia and
Plymouth-are in that bracket—their rates are in
the mid-to upper-30s. They, too, are going to the

n fact it’s his neighbor: or it 1s a

tax districts got no re- -

keeps the criminal arsenal full." ccncludes the
senator -

1 HAPPEN*to think Sen Hart and Sen Pur<ell
wwho did not take a position on handgun regu-
lation in his newsletter, but who [ <ispect favars
regulatiom are right -

Think of 1t this way If Mr and Mrs. Robert

Stempel. whose 13-year-oid son was k:xdnapped in "

‘Bloomf{ield Township last week. had nwned a hand-
gun. would its presence have helped prevent their
son’s abduction® No. because he was dicked up at

»random. as he played in the ne:g-borhood

Would having a handgun have helped in getting
Timothy Stempel back home. safe and sound” No
It was the coolness and courage of the Stempel
family. coupled with good advice from the local
police and the FBI. which enabled them get their
boy back

Would having # handgun have made the arrest
" of the kidnappers any quicker or easier? Agaimn
no The-arrest came as a result of thorough and
‘excellent police work
Our society is sick enough as it 1s without hav-
ing to cope with literally hundreds of thousands of
handguns kicking around. A much better plan
would be to regulate handgun ownership. coupled
with swift. long and certain jail sentences to any-
one caught committing any' crnme with 8 hand-

un
.-
death in a world where law has lost the respect of
the citizens. ~
If our government s imperfect. it 15 the best
yet devised by the mind of man Under it laws
‘ can be changed and gnevances redressed in
court The elfectiveness of these remedies is
made plain by the dramatic changes in our laws
accomplished by statute. petition and court deci-
sions in recent years
To those who say: “This one cause is more 1m-
portant than the law.” the answer must be
“Which cause. world peace. the t of
space, atomic proliferation. population control
aid to underdeveloped nations. the paverty pro-
. gram. crime and delinquency. civil rights. pollu-
tion™" .
To those who say: “The wrong is too ancient to
await orderly redress.” the answer must be: “An-
archy is too. high a price to pay ™

print money

1

attorney general. and that case could also land in
court. " :

Again. it's fair to inquire: What 1s an allomg);
general or judge supposed to do” They can issue
all the orders and rulings in the world. but they

+ can't print the money

MICHIGAN HAS found itself in a bind

The constitution of 1963 requires balanced budg-
ets. which seemed like a nice idea at the time.

The tax reforms of the mid-'60s gave us an in-

' come tax which produced revenues that rose as in-

comes rose. and that seemed like a nice idea at

the time. Unfortunately. with unemployment rang-

ing from 814 per cent. those revenues are drop-

N

. ping.
rg‘he only reasonable way out of this crisis 18
* through a tax increase.” So says the voice of the
20,000-member Michigan State Employees Associ-
ation. The Michigan Education Association says
the same thing. They would—their jobs are at
stake

Gov. Milliken says “the political climate is not
right for atax increase,” and even the MSEA rue-
fully admits he's probably right

. Sen. Carl Purself $2ys a new lawhe sponsored,

* and which takes effect this week: will require
monthly statements of revenues and expenditures,
“including estimates of fiscal vearend fund bal-
ances.” What he's saying is that a faster flow of
information might have prevented the kind of $300
million deficit and governmental blood-letting

Gwe're now facing. . '

Attorney general's opinions. Court orders
Monthly statements. Higher taxes. [llega) deficits.
1t will take more than the judicial wisdom of a
Solomon to get us out of this one.

incidents
. This makes it diffi- .



