THE ODSERVER & ECCENTRIC

Thursdsy, November 20, 197§

Witches

Each witch keeps her own personal-
Iy handwritten book called a gri-
moire. In il she enters spells, rituals,
incantations and other things she
learns during her tralning Later. as
she gains knowledie. she continues to
enter notes n this book

Wilches often collect and trade such
notes. much as housewives collect agd
exchange recipes. When she becomes
more practiced. a witch may invent a
few spells and incantations of her
own. Just as an experienced cook
mught invegt a recipe.

In fact. sou might descnbe the gn-
maire as a witch's recipe book
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SOME. WITCHES enter thoughts in
their grimoires as onc might in o
diary. Others keep theirs strictly for
formulas and rituals Some decorate
the covers with runes and talismans.
while other witches. prefer to keep
theirs very plain No two grimoires
are alike.

Some witches go to great lengths to
make their books out of virgin parch-
ment. hand sew the binding-and cover
it with red satin or black velvel. But
would you believe that some modem
witches use spiral notebooks™

Traditionally. each entry was pen-
ned with a quill using dove's blood or
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witch or her coven.

Even though a modem witch may
d:opselo\mlullpo‘-nmm'rem
mains one tradition that she would
never break 11 is that no aneSbut an
tnitiated witch is ever allowed to read
from that book .

IF K WITCH knows she 15 dying.
she either burns her grimoire herself,
or she gives it to another witch, ane
she truly trusts (usually her son or
.d.wghlor» 10 copy what they wish
and then destroy it by fire

If a witch dies suddenly without op-

‘portunity to dispose of her grimoire in

the proper manner. it is the duty of
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the others in her coven 1o find it and
burn i3-before it falls into the hands of
those “who might misuse it

Each coven also keeps its own book
which records rituals, songs. dances.
coven activities, and the births,
deaths. initiations and the like of its
members. This 1s sometimes Known
as “The Book of Shadows.” The high
priestess of the coven in entrusted
with the care of the book. but it be
longs to the group and is quite differ-
ent than a personal gnmoire

Michigan Bell
installs system

Michigan Bell recently completed a
new centra) office building at 13 Mile
and Drake in Farmington Hills
The building Wifl contain glectronic
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serving lelephone custom-
efs in the northern section of Farm-
ington Hills and the southern part of
the Mayfair exchange .

The new electronic switching sys-
tem which w1l be installed should be
able 1o handle 100,000 calls during
peak hours. The system was desizned
for metropolitan areas and can switch
calls in one millionth of a second
present system operates m tenths of 3
second :

The facility will cost about $62 mul-
lion and 1s scheduled to start serving
the area n early 1977

Madonna plans

art exhibit

The Madonna College are depart.
ment will sponsor an exhubit and sale
of 600 original prints from the Ferdi-
nand Roten Galleries collection from
10am to4pm on Tuesday. Nov. 25

The exhibit, in the lobby of the ad-
ministration  building, will include
prints by Rigasso, Goya. Renoir and
Hogarth as well as many of Today's
artists, some (amous and some not
yet famous
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