When the aclion 1s somewhere else. the goal tender must still
be alert and ready 1o detend
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1t was really the girls themselves
who got the occer bafl rolling for
thetr sex in Farmington |

For scveral vears the Farmington
Soccer Association had beeo organiz-
od for boys' league play. But, some of
the 10 to |5-year-old young women felt
shighted it looked like a great q)oﬂ
and they wanmd to play

League play !or gitly started this
fall with two teams and
association mentor. Jeorge Pacheco.
" was very successful

He says. had never before seen
or been involved with girls plaving
soccer. but 1 tell you tm girfs have
fantastic spirit

The problem came 16 his attention
because his daughters. Debbwe. 15
Susan, 13. and Julie, 11. wanted to
plav They had watched their 16-year-
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team.

Coach Eddie McCracken concentrftes on the actions-of his
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Farmington giris aged 10-15 join worhen in many parts of the worid as they play league soccer This
the last game of the season. was against Whitehail. a Toledo suburb

A great sport

Young uJomen s soccer starts rollmg

.

old brother Michael's team and they
wanted in on’ the fun
It made sense Pacheco. born in

South Amernica, had long bren a soc-”

cer enthusiast It was himand several
others in the area who had grown up
n soccer playing countries who spear-
headed the formation of the associ-
ation .

One of his problems was to find
coaches for the girls’ teams By huck.
he {ound Eddie McCracken. a native
of Scotland. now Farmungton resident
former soccer star both in s native
Glasgow and in Michigan
cken's granddaughter. Pam Hawiey.
wanted to play. How could he refuse*

So Pacheco took over one girls'
team and McCracken the other |

The scason included a game be-
tween the two Farmungton teams. a
game between the local boys and girts
teams. as well as games with the To
ledo suburb of Whitehall. Detrort. War-

ren, Livoma, and Roeper School n

Bloomfield Hills

The girls play exactly the same
rules as boys—il players, anﬂ four
quarters

Explaining that each team carmées |

16 players. Pacheco says. "It ts a
league rule that all players on the ros-
tet must play at least one quarter We
try to play all of them equally al
though sometimes 1t's’ dafTicul "

Next spring when soccer starts
again. Pacheco anticgates the girls
Wil be participating m the Western
Suburban Soccer League The mem-
bership includes Plymouth. Livofa.
Narthville, West Bloomfield and Farm-
mgton  Most have made a com
miment to. have girls teams for
league play

Pachtco speculates he may have
more than two teams for quris. en-
thusiasm is growing as the girls
spread the word He will be recruting
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N
early next vear and weather permu’
ung. league ph» wiil start In early.
Apnl

From the small nuclets of foreign-
bom soccet boosters in Farmungton.
the ranks have grown to include many
parents and friends new to,the sport
but willing 1o work to promote it

Pacheco says. | think 1t's a great

sport—and it’s a clean sport. It's not

really a contact sport as some
believe because you play the ball. nat
the people ™

Two miore soccer cndches for the
@ris are ready and waiting in the
wings for next spring. Rk Galindo
and Eddie McCracken. Jr |

Thote interested in playing nmn
spring are welcome to give Pacheco a
call Thew need not expeet to wait
until warm-balmy «pnng dave Soccer
players are a hearty kot who ignore
the drizzles of rain 4r sow athough
mud does siow themidown a bit



