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‘Church family’ share 100-year heritagé

The members of Salem United
) gal\:ch' in Farmington are also mem-
d of another N
tamily Broup. “our church
“This docs not exclude anyone. Any-
one can come and worship here. but
@c try to keep this fecling of being 3
family.” said the Rev. Carl Schultz.
pastor of the church since 1936

The Salem United Church is cole-
brating its 1001k anniversary  |his
year Through the last century the
congregation has grown from about 50
families to 150, Rev. Schulz said. And
Farmington has grown along wilh it

“Farmington has changed from a
small community tp an urhan commu-
nity,” he said. he sat behind a
rrmm wooden desk in his small of-
ice

“When we came here m 1906 every-
one was n neighbor. You just didnt
know any strangers " Now, he said
you always sce strangers when you
walk downtown

Remaining open-minded. he docsnt
assess the changes as being good or
bad. but he does admit. “{1's too bad
You can’t continge a whole atmos-
phere like that ™

With the “church family™ he hopes
o keep some of that atmosphere
around. he said

THE SALEM UNITED Church was
built on its present site s Oakland
and Grand River in 132 Additions in
1925 and 1958 brought it 1o its present
size

Salem United was the resull of the
unification of three dilferent
churches Originally a German evan-
gelical. in 1934 the Evangelical Synod

- of North America merged with the Re-
form Church of the United States
making it the Fvangelical and Re-
form Church ~

In 1957. the Evangelical and Reform
Church joined the Cengregational
Christians, fortung the United Church
of Christ

Salem United's small membership
works at maintaining its (amly feel.
ing by working. as well as praying. to-
gethér -Different groups in the church
have undertaken specal projects, like
the renovation of the basement of the

scription honoring the 10th anniver-
sary on the arch leading to the sanc-
*tuary

The members take pnde 10 the
church, Rev. Schullz said, particular-
Iyin the church windows. Made of
multi-colored stained glass in designs
of leaves and grapes, they give the in-
side of the church a mellow glow.

The windows were “probably im-
ported’” when the church was built, he
said. because the United States had
“not developed stained glass here
yet"o.

Their pride comes from the senti-
mentat as well as monetary value of
the windows. he said

One window over the main entrance
bears an insefiption in German declar-
ing the building an Evangelical
Qurch ©

THE ORIGINAL FOUNDERS were
all German. Rev Schultz said. and
the background of the church is Ger-
man

The present altar, lectern, baptis-
mal font and pews are the originals.
he said. and are all made ow of
carved wood The wooden floors
creak when you walk down the main
aisle. and the doors are dark, heavily
stained wood with iron handles

Salem United is onc of the few
churches to have bells still nng by
hand with a rope. Rev Schultz said
e estimated they were made
“around 1902," and an inscription on
one indicates. they came from North-
wlle

The church has celebeated its anni-
versary with many special projects in.
cluding German dinners and pancake
breakfasts The Ladies Guild has
raised funds for improvement of the
church and for donation to a home for
the aged in S:|I|no}

. Two special Sunday services were
held in commemoration of the event.
one on May 18 and~one on Oct 12
Calied “*special Sundays.” one was in
recognition of the church's past. the
other in recognition of the churchand /'
the community .

“lt Kas recognizing where we are
now We're not living in the past any-
more, and hopefully we're a benefit to
the community ™

Fresh greens workshop

Van Askouies, 8 weil-knawh figure about
the Farmington Community Center for her
know-how in arranging fresh and dried natural
materials, works with fresh Virginia boxwood

_ for the holidays. The next workshop on the

agenda Is set for Monday, Dec. 1. from 9:30 -
a.m.2:30 p.m. where participarts will learn
how 10 put together their own wreaths, trees,
or centerpieces. Resérvations are necessary.
through the center.

REV. CARL SCHULTZ PASTOR, SALEM UNITED CHURCH (Staff phete by Harry “I‘.I.
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print in liquid motion
. . the difference is

Trevir

. .the two-piece
bodydress with éasy top,

swing skirt ;nd a long )
fringed scarf to flip. .
Tanner shapes it of a
silkky fiow of 100%
Tvewa"(Stav polyester
Green or tan with écru,

6 to 16 sizes. $70
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