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Riegle vows job gap fight

in bid for U.S. Senate seat

By STEVE BARNABY

U|S Rep Donald Riegle (D-Flints
stormed into town Lhis week to garnar
support in his bud for the US Senate
seat” being vacaled by Sen Philip
Han .

Speaking before the Farmington
Arca Democratic Club brunch at the
community cenler, Riegie told the au-

dience that new and crentive thinking

needed Lo be injected into congrossion.
al leadership ranks before the country
would sce an upswing in the econo-
my

“The job gap isn't a temporary prob-
lem We must face the situation that
something more has to be done Lo find
people jobs.” he said

Riegle said he was alarmed that
Michigan wasn't far behind the City
of New York in financial woes FHe up-

~heid his argument by pointing to $30

million the state has borrowed to rein-
force its ynemployment payments.

“lf this’ continues through next
year, the tate will owe $1 billion 1n
unemployment and all of this money
has 1o be paid back.” he said.

Meredith Riegle listens ntently as her husband. U.S. Rep. Don
Riegle, explains his political philosophy to those attending the

Farmipgton Area Democratc Club

photo by Harry Mauthe)

brunch on Sunday. (Stall

Fences approved

to battle

By STEVE BARNABY

After a (hree-year crusade jo have
snow fencing installed along portions
of Eight and 13 Mile, Councilwoman
Joan Dudldy has finally won her
battle.

1n a 32 vote the council has agreed
1o let the cily purchase 4.300 feel of
fencing. costing $5.513. to be instalied
on Eight Mile. cast of Halstead. along
the fronlage of the Glen Eden Ceme
tery. Feneing also will be installed on
13 Mile. east of Orchard lake, aloag
the {rontage of the Glen Oaks Golf
Course

VOTING FOR the fencing were Dud-
ley. Jan Dolan and Keilh Deacon. Op-
posed were Fred Lichtman and Wil-
liam Ortman. Councilmen Eart Op-
perthsuser and  Robert McConnell
were absent.

Dudley fought for the fencing instal-
lation, saying that snow drifts along
those open arcas caused dangers to
drivers and pedestrians alike

~Traffic is increasing due to the de-
velopment. | think It is worth it to
spend he money even il it saves just
one life.” said Dudiey. -

She endorsed the fencing installa-
tion even though the city adminis-
tratlon advised againgt such instalia-

tion.

“It is the department’s recomimen-
dation thst snow fencing not, be in-
stafled,” sald Public Services Diree-
tor Ralph Magid in 8 report to coun-

al.

“Not only because of the substantial
dollars invotved but also sixce Wayne
County has assured the city that re.
sponse time to Eight Mile will be first

snows

priority, and since the snow and ice
control maintenance to 13 Mile
will be on the city's prionty.one
basis.”" he said

The city presently has 11 vehicles to
use for clearing roads of Snow.
Wayne County has beefed up its snow
fleet with 37 vehicles, nccording to of-
ficials there.

LICHTMAN TOOK exception to Dud
ley's arguments for snow fencing.
saying a dangerous precedent would
be st if fencing was installed in those
areas.

“This is only one request Every
street in the city is open to this kind

of snowdrift condition. Next year we .

could be spending $30.000. $40.000 or
$100.000 until our whole budgrt would
be blown.” he said.

Dudley said that further instailation
of fencing would be unnecessary of
good plamning were used in the future.
She maintains that poor planning left
those areas open to the winds

Orntman urged the council take the
recommendation of the city adminis-
tration. saying it had the facts on
hand allowing it to best deal with the
situation

It appeared as though Dudley might
lose her bid for the fencing until Keith
Deacon fell in her column of support

“1 100 am concerned that if we start
with installation here it might be let-
ting ourselves open'In the fture. But
1 will vote in favor of having feacing
installed in these two areas.” he said.
1 cant let another winter go by and
depend on Wayne County to get the
job done. I would like to see that area
taken care of."

STAGNANT LEADERSHIP in con-
gressional ranks has been responsible
for slow moving legistation. he said.
Riegle believes the way to hasten ac-
tion is by sbandoning the seniority sy
1em in granting chairmanships to com-
mittees. e pointed to the fact Hart
has been denied the chairmanship of
the Senate Judicisry Committee

“This is a blind sydem that would
deny a chatrmanship to one of the
most capable men in the Senate.”” he
said

The recession, said Riegel. ts dehb-
erate. .

~Whenever there is a recession it is
a planned and deliberate nationa! pol-
icy. One of the ways this ts done 1s by
splilting the coalition of working
people.”

Workers, he says, don't ask the
hard questions when they are desper-
ote for jobs [n this way employers
can avoid paying higher wages and
benefits

Riegle has outlined an 11 point pro-
gram to cut costs and. at the same
time. increase benefits for those in
need.

He would like to see a federal bdg-
et tool called “zero-base” budgeting
used It would require eussting govern-
ment agencies to periodically demon-
strate they arc worth the [cderal
money they soek

“It's time to ot the fat out of the
bloated federal government and this
1s the way to find it." he sad.

Riegle said the $10 million can be
cut from the defense budget and sunk

into other areas such as health care
and senior citizen benefits

“'A top phority will be an income
maintenance program for senior citi-
2ens that will insure an adequate hiv
ing standard for every elderly person
in America,” he said

I belicve the

+ greatest tragedy In Amenca today 1s

the economic hardship and depriv-
stion facing elderly people.”

To relieve states of the unemploy-
ment compensation load. Riegle
wants the federalization of the
unemployment compensation pro-
@am. Under this plan a national
surence pool would be designed to
help states with unemployment prob-
Jems that exceed individual state re-
sources

B is essentual to Mictugan's eco-
nomic future Otherwise we may face
a permanent job shortage here in
Michigan.™

RIEGLE BELIEVES that a special
effort should be made to create jobs
through the private sector with great.
er emphasis on self-hquidating public
works cuastruction projects carnied
ot at the local and State level

To combat the energy crunch.
Riegle wants to see a new national
energy strategy to keep gasoline
prices and fuel al prices from “'sky
rocketing.”

“These everancreasing pnces wil
not only threaten the econamic recov:

For Farmington schools

+ Sports league

By RON GARBINSKI

Farmington high schools have taken
8 defensive. holding position. and are
waiting to see what four other high
schools will do about forming a new
sports league .

Ever since Livonia Bertley and Ste-
venson, Plymauth Salem. and Redford
Union high schools expressed interest
in fefming a new athletic conference.
Farmington high schools have been ru-
mored to be interested tn joining the

icague.

Recently. principals from the hugh
schools that might be involved in the
new icague met Even though the
Farmington high schools were not
looking for a change, their
attended out of courtesy to the ather
schools Since then. rumors have cir-
culated that Farmington wants to be
In the new lcague

“What we don't need at this time
are rumors. and that's what all this
talk about our changing leagues is.""
says Jack Cotton. Farmington®chool
district athletic director ““The posis
tion of the athletic department is that
we are not actively seeking to change
leagues.

“The lcagues we are in now have
scrved our needs nicely. But we must
stay in a holding position to sce what
the other four high schools decide and
how their decison will affect us

‘THE UPSETTING thing about this
situation is that there are ail kinds of
people—like parents and other
groups—who should not be involved

who are speaking out. Only the prin-

what is best for their achoois and
teams

One factor adding conflict 1o the si-
tustion is that North Farmington
High School and the Northwest sports
league are currently searching for an-
other team to join their league. Two
years ago Oak Park High School gave
notice that it was changing leagues.

Exchange club

The Farmington Exchange Ctub will
hold three programs of special inter-
est in mber. -

On W y, Dec. 3, Judge Mi-
chael J. Hand of the Rth District
Court will speak on "Plea Bargain-'
pegh

Oskland County Prosecutor Brooks

Patterson is the speaker for Wednes-

DON

éry we urgently need. bt it will prce
gasoline and fuel o1l ot of reach of
many prople who canY afford to pay
the price.

“This ts wrong and exactly the kind
of hard-nosed heartless commercial
pohicy that 1s convincing people by the
millions that the system really doesn't
care about them * ’

Riegle admitteq to his Farmington
audience he 1s an tnderdog in the Sen-
e contest. saving hi< biggest prodlem

Stumping\

A\

RIEGLE B

was raising funds agmnst big name,
candidatés ke Michigan's Secretary
of State Richard Austin

What 1 would like you to do ix to _

stack up our records 1 think you will
find me at least ax equal as the rest
of the candidates.” he said.

Riegle. who has served for five |

terms i1n the U'S Congress. was a Re-
publican who defected to the Demo-
cratic Party in 1973 after his opposi-
tion to the Vietnam War,

shift weighed

“To somewhat avoid the do-
mino effect that would occur it
we began changing around
leagues, I would like to see the
schools sit down and try to work
something out together, possibly
forming a congress of schools.”

—Jack Cotton

Since then. the league has been look-
ing for another team to jomn the
league and bring the rumber to six
again

Other than thal. Farmington high.
schools are satisfied mith ther respec-
tive leagues, says Cotton Harrison
High School ‘is in the Western Six
league and is happy with that confer-
ence. Farmington High is in the Inter-
Lakes league. one of the oldest
leagues in the state. and doing well.
says Cotton

Discontent recently grew because of
a Livonia School Board practice that
disaliows two schools from the same
district to compete in the same
league That is where the
began. The schools began taking
about forming the new league. and
rumors of Farmington high school's in-

sbout forming a new leagoe. the
move started to affect many other
teams {rom other leagues.

“What_ | don't wart to see is ths
splintering. | don't think i is good for
the schools,”" said Cotton *To avod
the domino effect that would occur if
we began changing leagues. | would
like to see the schools sit down and
try to work something out together,
possibly forming a congress of
schools ™

“We could take the 20 high schools

{rom this area and form a congress of
schools. | would like to see all the ath-

sets programs
day, Dec. 19. His subject is “Commu-
nity Gmml and the Pornographic

For the final program of the year.
Wednesdey, Dec. 17, Oakland Courty

letic directors sit down and line up
the schoois. taking into consideration
their geographical problems. and
schedule games according to the
setup of this 20team conference
We could make two conferences of
10 teams each. with four dwisions of
five teams This would be a lot more
flexible and could ehmnate some_of

the problems of financing. too

“With 20 teams we rould overcome
a lot of the problems the schools have
duning the Separate seayns Teams in
the congress of schoots coudd pxtch in
and help out when others are in
trouble **

One example would be in the area
of girls sports. says Cotton Some
schools have sports for girls. but
others do not Schedules could be ad-
justed within this framework and
have allgirl teams competing within
the congress of schaols

~

Tne schools got together several
years ago and talked about forming
such a congress of schools But the
number of schools involved soon
reached about 72 high schools _

IF THE ATHLETIC directors could
arrange such a super conference. the
20 teams in the area would be the
most feasible number in relstion to
scheduling. financing and the specific
needs of the schools. sad Cotton

The plan for this congress of
schools wowld bring together the
Inter-Lakes. Western Six and North-
west ‘Suburban leagues. and Livonia
Bentley and Stevenson. Plymouth
Salem. and Redford Union high
schools from the Supurban Eight
league rthe four schools now attempt-
ing to form the new league:

T talked to the other athietic direc-
tors about the congress of schools. but
mothing concrete has been
The big response has been just “wait
and see "t

“In the end. | would like to see
something good come out of all of
this What 1 don’t want to see is some
team or school get hurt ** sad Cotton.
1 must work within the framework
of the total concept of the three Farm-
ingtan high schools

“We want to act in the best iterest
of all the schools involved and not just
for the good of some schools. So we

will just have to maintain our holding

pattern and sfe what happens ™

Lhristmas




