give a
growing gift!

. plants make a perfect gift,
but they are difficult to hide

buy your plants now and
we'll hold them for you until
Christmas in our own

. ..personally attended
greenhouse

gift certificates and delivery
service also available

plant designs Lid

Birmingham daily 10-6, Friday 'til ¢
2527 W. Maple ot Cwnbm,k 647-0141

®h, the memories

Some of the things that make
Christmas memorable to children
as they grow.older are the customs
which frequently are associated
with nationalities.

While the American, traditions
of Christmas trees, Santa Claus,
stockings, Christmas cards and
mistletoe have combined to be
uniquely  American. few Christ-
mas festivais are compiete without
the added touches which many
Americans have hrought with
them from Europe, Africa and
other foreign lands

Although Christmas usually is
celebrated on Dec. 25— even hy
America's foreign-born — Christ-
mas celebrations in many Euro-
pean countries begin Dec. 6, the
Day of St.-Nicholas.

Czeck and Slovak children be-
lieve that on that day St. Mikulas,
as he is called, descends from
heaven on a golden rope and wan-
ders the earth rewarding good chil-
dren and admonishing those who
have been bad.

The children hang their stock-
inges outside or near the window so
that when Mikulas passes by he
can drop gilts into them

Among German children, St Ni-
chaolas Day 15 a day of ¢ift giving.
The night before Dec. 6, children

hang their <tockings or put a shoe
in front of the window. In the
morning it is found stuffed with
marzipan, nuts, cookies and other
sweels.

As part of the Polish custom,
Dec. 6 also retains importance. On
that day. St. Nicholax, dressed in
the elothes of a bishop and accom-
panied by an angel and a devil,
goes from house to house,

He tests the children’s knowl-
edgre of the catechism and of their
prayers and inquires as to their be-
havior. Children whose behavior
has been unsatisfactory are ad- -
monished and put on probation un-
til Christmas.

In the United States, the custom
of having St. Nichoelas vigit the
home is seldom practiced. Instead,
Poltsh children write letters to St.
Nicholas telling him what they
want for Christmas. The letters
are placed on the window sill or by
the fireplace where he can get to
them vasily.

Despite the popularity of St
Nicholas Day, Christmas Eve and
Christmas celebrations have as-
<umed even a greater number of
traditions which are adhered to by
America’s foreign-born. The com-
mon bond among most nationali-
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If you play Rite of Sprmg through
Bose 901 speakers in mixed
company, be careful of the
company you’re mixing w1th

Background manic it ain't.

Nine brutally frank drivers with flat pmur radiation take you
and Stravinsky off the disc, out of the room. and right to the pagan
rituat.

There's no sound ke it in the workd. On any other speaker. At
any price.

Seventeen years in the making. theve radical rudiab with their
own room equalizers take you beyond sound. Right to the full
force of the compoaer's inspiration. To the sound the urtis felf, as
well as heard, when the record wan cut.

RADIO-TELEVISION-HIGH FIDELITY COMPONENIS
Satistoction Guaronieed. You con’t make o bad buy.

AFmMcCallum & Dean

Serving rhe Birmunghom-Blsemfisld arsas unce 1943
393 Eost Maple (betw. Weedward & Hunter), Birminghom
Open Mon.-Thurs. 9-8, Fri. 'tl 9, Sat. 9-6
Open Evenings ‘til 9, Dec. B-Chrittmos Eve.

MI 4-5230

Master Charge & BankAmorscard Accopleod

\
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Heulidayvs Are A Time For

Family Gatherings

IMPRESS THEM WITH A STUNNING NEW FLOOR. WHETHER IT'S
CARPETING OF NYLON OR WOOL. BRAND NAME VINYL (NO
WAX) OR HARDWOOD FLOORING WITH A BEAUTIFUL AREA
RUG & LET US HELP YOU SELECT NOW!

cus 'I'OM KT
FLOORS |
==

313 HAMILTON IIIMINOHAM, MlCNlOAN

647-6150
1 8K, N. OF MAMS © JUST L OF CROWLIY'S




