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editorial opinion

Mayoral choice system

needs reexamination

. In the coming wecks there is bound to be de-
bate over l-‘nrmmgum City Councilman Biil Hart-
sock’s action in abstaining to protest the mayoral
election process

Hartsock would like to see the process chnnged
so0 the mayoral tap would be given to the

» receiving the high vote in combination wit per
formance. Presently, claims Hartsock, the mayor-
al position is handed around. with the choice
Eh}f determined months and even years before-

an

HARTSOCK also would like to see the process
debated in public. In the past, councilmen have
been gathering in private to debate the choice.

Other councilmen contend the system is fine as
is and maintain basing the choice on high vote get.
ter is impractical because of staggered terms.

Both arguments have merit, but it is clear a
change' is needed to firm up the charter la: ge |
so a choice is made on clear cut guldnflunnes

First, residents have the-right to see the sel
tion debated in public. One councilman conten
it would be embarrassing for.some councilmen i
the sclection was debatéd in public.

So what?

When a person ‘enters public life, he should be
cognizant that such matters will be debated in the
public eye. All councilmen contacted say they
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Did you know that:

« The “‘over 60" age group in our country is grow-
ing at a rate of 18 per cent a year; the 2039
groyp at the rate of 30 per cent a year. But the
group that so many of us belong to, “40-59" is de-
clining. Fourteen per cent of all women are heads
of houscholds - a figure that will culynue to
grow e

(

have no rcscrvauom about éumsnng the matter
in puBlic. So be i

Secondly. dealmg with such a selection in pri- -
vale not only defies state law but it breeds dis.
trust among the electorate.

Many persons who attended the council meet-
- ing. where John Richardson was selected mayor,
remarked how the selection seemed to be cut and
dried. That's since public
by the councilmembers was lacking.

The snuauon was made even worse by Hart-
sock's to explain his dur-
ing the meeting.

1T WOULD BE UNFAIR to say there is any de-
viousness intended in selecting the mayor. But in
these days of distrust toward politicians, it is nec-
essary for leaders to take precautions in avoiding
actions which might seem questionable. B

Hartsock has expressed-a willingness to work in
harmony with his fellow councilmen. But this
issue should be cleared up.

1t would take a charter amendment to better de-
(ine the process through which a mayor is chosen.
But the cffort would be worth the aggravation it
would avoifl in the future

STEVE BARNABY
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.Numbers tell tale
of bureaucrats

olf "Michigan were a separate nation, its gross
product would rank ninth highest among all na-
tions in the free world

slegislative bodies, when faced with the choice
of controlling government spending or raising
taxes, have regularly chosen to increase taxes. -

«Divide the last 50,000 years of man’s exi

into lifetimes of approximately 62 years of age:
650 of the 800 lifetimes were spent in caves. \an-
ing has been possible in the last 70, mass printing
in the last six. precise time measurement in lh«-
last four, the electric motor in the past. and most
of the current material goods in the present

/
«0f the juvenile delinquents, only six per cent
have ever had contsbt with any organized pro-
gram and only four per cent have had any church
relationship

oThe federal Office of Management and Budget
reparts that individuals in business firms spend
130 million man—woman hours annualily in filling
out 5,000 different government forms, exclusive of
state and local forms. It costs taxpayers more
than $2 billion just to pay the regulators to read
the reports. 1t costs business billions to fill out the
forms. This cost must be passed on to the con-
sumer

«The reporting burden imposed on business |nd
subscquently. the consumer, Increased by 50 pel
cont between December 1967 and June 1974

«Car buyers paid out $3 billion in 1974 for federal
government mandated features. The federally re-

1red items cost an average of $320 per car for
the 1968-1974. period

oA scat belt buzzer system for cars introduced
by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administ
ration added $200 to the cost of every 1974 car,
and 40 percent or two out of every five people
who bought cars had the system dlsconnccted

sRegulations governing the trucking industry fre-
quently allow firms to ship goods in one direction
but not to make a retumn- trip

Airline fares are 50 per cent higher on airlines
regulated by the Civil Acronauticy Board than on
non-regulated airlines. s

oProposed lawnmower safety standards cur-
rently being prepared.by the Consumer Pro-
tection Safety Commussion could raise the price of
a mower from $100 to $186 ~ an increase of 8 per
cent.

«The list of new mgu!aﬂom by the federal gov-
ermnment issued last year alone covers 45000 -
pages of lmc print.

5,146 new forms had to be de\'ised

#0ur uncmployment insurance system was cre-

ated 40 years ago under the Social. S«:unlﬁ

By next year it will have paid out $100 billion to

claimants. Nearly one-third of that will have been
pcnded in 1975 and 1976 alone.

! Sense And Nonsense I

BERNIE LENNON is hardly a household name.
He's ‘an Oakland County commissioner from Fer-
ndale who suggests a way to stimulate voter inter-
est and give folks some property tax relief. With

- only 10 to 25 per cent of the eligible voters going
to the polls. Lennon suggests giving a househoid a
$5 rebate on its property taxes for every person
in the household who votes in a municipal elec-
tion

Well. we've always assumed that those who
staved away just weren't interested, were unin-

*formed or just didnt care If you pay them to
vote, ‘they'll still be uninterested, uninformed and.
careless. \Why pay good money for that kind of
participatior?

Let’s make adeal on commuter tax hlke

Coleman Young's got a gmd case, no doubt
about it. The questiot is whether suburban legisla-
tors have enough savvy to turn the situation to
their advantage

The situation is that the City~of Detroit, like
New York City, has big money problems. De-
troit’s Mayor Young. unlike certain eastern offi-
cials, is trying to do something about it before
there's any talk of default.

Young ts the state to give Detroit authority
to raise its income tax rate by one per cent. For
*Detroit residents. the rate would go from two per
cent to three; for.non-residents who work in De-
troit. the rate would go from 05 to 1.5

He and the council can't just lift the rates by
themselves, however. They need an enabling act

4 from the state.

NATURALLY, legislators from Detroit are in
Yw's corner. Out-state legislators can be
wi to give Young what ke wants because it's
not costing them money. In fact, lawmakers from
Dollar Bay and Alpena would be happy to be able
to help Detroit without dipping into the state treas-
wy.

Suburban lawmakers, on the other hand. can be
expected to balk. It's the old theory of taxation
without representation.

That's a mistake. Suburban legislators shouldn't
automatically say "no" to Detroit. because the
bill may pass anyway. What they should do is.
mrrée old-fashioned. hard-nosed, Yankee horse-
trading.

Be thankful we’re ‘solving’
some of our problems

Thanksgiving is 8 remarkable holiday, a time la
. reflect. count our blestings and

year of recession, political futility and rising
crime rates it's easy to of the many
things that we have here in the suburbs which are
well worth giving thanks for.

Clearly, the automobile industry is going to
have a better year than anyone had dared to ex-
pect ﬂ‘neorluurmrlrsago For executives liv-

on the Mury‘ for
their ‘ell‘&mg it means the hope that things
will get better. -

Gasoline prices are off by a perny, which is
well worth giving thanks for. Sugar prices are
down. and so are turkevs

Let us thank the stmhxgnny pqxle for being
ane vear ‘closer to whenever the 196 Schookcraft
expressway and all.of 1-275 are to tnmc
And let’s not forget the folks wha finall
Arbor'road paved to four easy—flowing [vlnes

IN PLYMOUTH there is reason to give thanks
for two important devel which will im-
prove the area’s economy: the First National
Bank of Plymouth opened this year, givu" added
tf’xlnancml support for local growth, and the refur-

shed Plymouth Hiltan opened recently, giving in-
creased taX base to the

Canton Township may in fact get its own posta
designation, giving ter identity to this nptd
ly—growing commuity.

All of us can join with the residents of !mmng

ham-Bloomfield .in giving thanks that
:Ih\kSlempel was rescued safe and
s Ki

mlm

. remarkable municipal recreation

Redford Township at last has a dial-a-ride servim

which will improve the generally poor state of .

im liclulrd w

Sure, give Young what he wante But make him
pay a price

WHAT KIND of price?

Well, Young runs the Detroit Metropolitan

Water Department with an iron hand. sefling
water and sewerage services to

90-some suburban
communities. The suburbs don't like the way he's

running it. Indeed, the Detroit mayor calls it
“our” water, even though it comes from Lake
Huron

So go ahead andlﬁvmhkuheutymm
tak—but demand a stronger voice for the suburbs
an the Detroit Mﬂrqnhun Water Board. Better
yet, put the DMWD rates under the jurisdiction of
the state Public Servl Just like gas
and electric rates, better yet, make the
DMWD a regional lmhty and apply the “one per-

. inr; one vote' theory of representation.

dang |salso mtkm:pmm'gnbformmml

thority, with Gov Nﬁlhtms hﬁhg smm

legislators could offer to trade the income tax en-

y:mmlm Young's promising to keep hands
SE

Detrog ogerates several regional l-:ﬂxuu-(hz
Zoo. the Art Institute. the Bicentennial Commis- !
sion but Detroit won hire suburbanites for city
jubs OK. if Young wants to hike the income tax
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let himout out the discrimina-
l.ory hiring practice.

Western Wayne County residents would like to
have a county services center in the suburbs—a
clerk's office. a circuit courtroom, a jail annex.
Detroiters on the county commission refuse be-
cause they want to keep as many services as pos-
sible at 2 Woodward Avenue. w:n. let's mﬁn a,
deal: Suburban votes from western w.ymcmty
for the income tax bill in retum for Detroit votes

on the county buardlummmym
center.

Sanhherpehas had another year of success in its .

- bs PHILIP 1. POB ER

public transport in the area
Livonia can give thanks and praisé to the (eam
coaches and fans of Franklin High. which won the

- state Class A football title over the weekend Gar-

den City will open next year with a full-blown city
manager system. which will improve the city’s ad
ministrative efficiency

ROCHESTER kids in need ‘carl be thankful for
the success of the area’s ““Kops for Kids"” pro-
gram, sponsored by the city pohce department
and the A%n Township Shenff Department Next
year, Westland's senior citizens can be thank{ul
that the city will break ground for the new mgh
rise facility for them

Despite a $120.000 slash in state aid the Farm’
ingtan school system can give tharks that nimble
administrative budget work enabled the district tor
make it through this year without a whopping defi-
cit And the entire Farmington communty ought~
to be thankful that the Orchard Ridge campus of

- Oakland Community College has such a vasC

'

clump of programs of benefit to local residents
The city of Troy cut taxes last spring by one:

tenth of a mill. and thanks are due that the city

got through the year with a balanced budget .

THE €IST could go on endlessly But the col--
lage makes the point. Although it's been a tough
year, there is fuch to be grateful for

And on top of a beautiful fall. Michigan" s&mng
to the Orange Bowl .

YT

GOT THE idea” .
Don’t give Young what he wants. but don't auto4
matically be negative. Make him pay a price
Remember the (irst three rules of politics: Come .
promise. compromise, compromise

s

The sleeper - .

Lesasaraseaens

As holidays go, Thanksgiving is the sleeper—the <
ane you expect to be sale because it's so shorb
and you don't travel’as far

Although motorists travel 50 per cent rewtﬂ
miles, the Auto Club notes. traffic deaths orf
Thanksgiving weekend are higher than the sum:
mer holidays. Short trips lull drivers into a lalsg
ste of safety: alcohol during the festivities is §
factor: the first winter driving of the season calx
catch us off guard. too.

Three-fourths of all holiday fatal amdend
occur within 25 miles of home.

A round trip to a point 200 miles away is lh(
maximum one-day tnp a driver should attemptg |
SQarting at 8 a.m.. you can travel 200 miles ig
four hours on the freeway. enjoy five hours af
your destination. and be home in the early eves
ning. <

Again. overindulgence in aicohol can make M
trip home a long. tiring, sleepy drive. .

As a killer. the Thanksgiving Inh}ia\ is a re‘

leeper.

Sensé And Nonsense_l

ABC-TV gets good marks this year for its 'hanf
dling of “the battle of the bands.” As all warme
blooded Ohio State and Michigan fans knowa
there's as much pri mmetwomrd\mgbmds

as there udln the football “l:vmh : :
A e of years ago. the television producersy
the half.

commentary

made the terrible mistake of
coach.
In 1975, happily, ABC rectified the,
ting in or more of both bands'
edification of all
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