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ids and Veneens
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HFor Aduent

One Christmas tradition which
has gained steadily in popularity
in the last decade is the Advent
wreath.

Advent, the four weeks before

Christmas, has been recopnized’

<ince ancient times. [t serves
Christmas in the xame way Lent
does Easter as preparation for the
celebration.

Early in Christian history when
the date for Christmas was set at
December 25, the four weeks
preceding symbolized 1,000 vears,
the time believed to have passed
hetween the creation of man and
the birth of Christ,

The lighting of the wreath has
moved from churchex into homes
ax a famtly religious service

The circular wreath has four
candles sometimes with a fifth
Christ candle in the middle to be
ligghted Christmas Day.

The first candle is lighted on the
first Advent Sunday. this vear
Nov. 30. As the family gathers and
the candle is lighted, a short serv-
ice is held with both children and
friends taking part.

Generally, a portion of an Old ™

Testament prophecy about the
hirth of Christ is read; pravers are
given and a Christmas coral sung.

The second Advent Sunday, the
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first vandle s relizhted, plus a sec-
ond one The seriptures chosen
usuathy start the first Sunday with
the most distant ones and move
closer to the actual birth ending
with the story of Herod on the
fourth Sunday

Combining new and old Christ-
mas traditions, the candles on the
wreath, following the colors used
in more traditional Christian Ad-
vent worship, are purple or laven-
der with the Christ candle white.

The wreath may be decorated
with evergreen boupghs svmboliz-
ing everlasting life. The wreath s
usualtly placed in a spot that sym-
bolizes the center of family activ-
ity i e, a mantle or the center of
the dining table

Many families choose to have
the voungest child light the first
candle and the older ones read the
Bible passages and prayvers. Books
with suggested family

Along with the Advent wreath,
Advent calenders have enjoved a
renaissance, particularly,in fami-
lies with small children. These too,
build the anticipation for Christ-
mas offering the little ones a little
numbered door to open cach of the
davs during the Advent season.
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® Antigue Clocks & Watches
o Grandfathes Clecks by Colonial
® Accutren & Buleva Watches

Choase {1om a dealer who Guarantees & sesvu oa what he nells

-LAYAWAY NOW-

NORTHVILLE
Watch & Clock Shop

132 West Dunlap © Nesthville, Michigan
| Block N ot Main Stieet -

' 3494938
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