The partygoers -

By SHELLEY EICHENHORN

Ever v:onder how some
manage to wear the right X
the right things and appear at all thz
right social and cultural galas in the
Onkland County social whirl?
Well, it doesn't just happen. It takes
, & lot of planning to appear natural,
charming, sophisticated. poised and
as one active in this circuit put it, “to
make yoursell pleasant.”
“Some people even manage to have
8 good time once in a while.” she

says.

Yet having a good time is just one
of the reasons more than 300 regulars,
comprised of automolive hierarchy
and listees from the Michigan Social
Register and Social Secretary, fre-
quent this scene.

According to one active Birming.
ham hostess, at a benefit. some may
be interested. in helping o worthy
cn&se—amwﬂh their own at times.

ten partygoers are t to
better a husband or wife in ury;"uim
by bullding social status and the right
nucleus of friends.

“In our town, where your husband
is in business is as important, or
maybe more important, than a listing
in the soclal reglster, of course de-
pending on the hostess' mind."

Each year, the average le in
this whirl might attend eight to 10
large. prestige benefits like the Cran-
brook- Art Academy gala, Knights of
Charity. or Cinderella balls. costing at
least $125 an evening

When organizing a benefil, getting
the right couple to-be chairpersons is
a key to success

They should have a wide sphere of
friends who can be called upon to be
commitice heads

The wife of a corporate exccutive
works very well because there is an
organization behind her.

Also, if the wife of a powerful corpo-
rate head is chairing the- benefit. that

* may mean all underlings better show

up

Along with helping the exccutive
couple’s social image. participation in
charitable events can help brighten
the corporate public image.

WHEN NOT attending or chairing a
large benefit, members of thig social
group can be found at an average of
four private parties n month, often
held at country clubs or Meadow
Brook Hall, which is considered more
elegant than the Ralcigh House.

‘ _The opening of the opera and sym-
phony are other occasions when it's
desirable to be included in the right
pre and post partics

Who's included in these and other
events is up to the hostess who sends

Jnvitations. in many cases. to those
she figures will do her husband some

With the popularity of tennis par-
tles. a hostess must also consider a
guest's athletic ability. Then. it's not

'

Wednesdsy, November 26, 1978

THE OBSERVER & ECCENTRIC

"y -

Making it in the social scene

0 much who you are, but how well
you play that determines whether an
Invitation will be extended.

Once invilations are aut Lo the usual
mla, 8 scurry of undercover in-
telligence begins, aimed &t scoring a
social success.

start buzzing as wives
try to find out what “everyone” Is
wearing. )

BUT, ITS not enough to know
what's being worn (long or short
dresses this year). It's important to
find out who's invited 30 one doesnt
wear a dress most of the guests have
already scen.

Once the clothing question is set-
tled, party intelligence gathering
serves to arrange tides—which can be
a problem if the couple you're going
vtg)sn‘( invited to, the same pre-

In that case. you either get them in-
vited or just meet at the main event.

While most couples must gather this
and other information hit or miss,
Ilhrenresnmewhomamennnrn-
ly.

Some husbands come_home from
work with the guest™tfl. especially
when the event is business related

The list makes the usual husband-
wife brieting much easier. Pro-
ounclations are worked ot and a
backlog of data collected on each
couple s refreshed 50 it can be used
at the party. *

The idea is to make light. sophis-
ticated. seemingly personal conversa-
tion, & above the usual hackneyed
smallNalk about the weather

“My husband and | remind each
other where a person went to college.
which party we first met at. making
it all seem more natural,” explains an
experienced Rochester partygoer

WHILE THE guest list may be an
advantage for some, it's 8 necessity
for others. One very prominent Roch-
ester couple gives about six official
events a month and they find them-
selves. guests at six more.

When they give a party. the guest
1ist I, “a policy decision to determine
which group should be entertained:”

Whether hosts or guests. this couple
#till has to remember who cveryone
Is. Their pre-party briefing often con-
tinves on the way to the party and
goes on right into the cocktail hour

They may be réminding each other
who someone is as he walks up to say
hello. )

The cocktail hour is a very crucial
time which may determine the out-
come of the evening. Especially .when
there is no seating arrangement. an-
other covert activily is going on

“We iry to talk to people we want
10 end up sitting with, people who are
Important for us to get to know." ex-
plained another Birmingham party-
goer. ‘A real scramble goes on.”

Having a secating arrangement
doesn't make things easier though. In

fact, the Wlllnﬁ chairperson may

Catching up
on art trends

By LESLIE MASTERS |

Did you intend to go to New
York this fall tocatch up on the art
scene and find out what is going on
in that ultimate center of Ameri-
can art?

1 did, and hesitated because of
others who had gone recently and
come hack with stories of purse
anatchings, muggings and that
atmosphere of fear tha s¢cems to be
prevasive now in New York.

‘So I was delighted to discover |
could stay home' and get a glim
of current art trends just by going
to the current show in the Meadow
Brook Art Gallery at Oakland Uni-
versity.

This show, “Contemporary Re-
flections 1975, was organized by
the Aldrich Muscum in Ridgefield,
Conn.

IT 18 FOURTH in 8 series of
annual shows all organized by the
museum with the expre1s purpose
of showing contemporary trends in
art, as seen hy works by young art-
ists or emerging artists of any age
making a fresh statement.

The artists represented were
chosen from the New York and
Connecticut ares. Any artist
within this area wap invited to
send slides of his work.

From these slides, a group of
artists was selected to be reviewed
in their own studies. After this
visit, the work for the exhibition
was selected.

For the exhibition at Meadow
Brook, curator Kiichi Usui worked
with the Aldrich Museum director

“to select 22 works from the 60
some exhibited in the latest
“Contemporary Reflections show
at the museum. ?even ::lll.q were

revious shows.
‘d'?'}?: 'ram:i ng exhibition on view
st Meadow Brook Gallery benefits
from this carefu selection. Each

%‘inling and sculpture is unigue.
e diversity of styles is exciting,
and a large percentage of the work
in the show presents fresh, new
creative ideas.

AND THERE are many ideas.

First to be noticed is a huge, six-
by-ten-foot painting by David
Stephens that is pointillist in its
dotlike effect. Upon closer view,
the painting is made up of fluffy
blobs and squiggles of frostinglike
paint that look as if they had been
squirted out of a pastry tube.

These thick gobs of paint blend
visually into a rich carpet of green,
blue, and purple; the combination
of the faintly disgusting texture
and the handsome color makes a
strong impact on the viewer.

A new direction for abstract
exrres!ionism is Don Hazlitt's
ainting on paper. Huge, seven
eet square, lge black surface has
scratched and torn to show
thin white lines of paper under-
rieath. Here and there the artist
has applied colored glitter for en-
riching detail.

Another trend represented is
what I term “idea painting:” an in-
tellectual thought seems to have
been the beginning of the work
rather than a visual idea. “Book
Collection™ by Marty Greenbaum
is just such a work. It consists of a
group of sketchbooks, each page of
which is encrusted with paint,
drawings and metallic textures.
Some pages are-scorched on the
edges, others crumpled and folded.

The exhibition will be on view
through Dec. 20, at the Meadow
Brbok Art Gallery, Oakland Uni-
versity, Rochester. Hours are 15
m. Tuesday-Friday; Saturday

8Bunday, 2.6:30 p.m.

other table.

This might result
d@ed around a table .
“Seating is a real production,”

this Birmingham partygoer.

leave a party when approsched about
a business deal or appoitment.

suburban social circuit, religious
groups still stick pretty much to them-
selves.

“The men could work together all
day. but after five o'clock. forget #t.”
explained one prominent member of
predominantly Jewish Franklin Hills
Country Club. R

“This Is what we call the five
o'clock shadow. We dont keep to our
own clubs because we want to. We
started our own clubs because we had

to." 5

YET THERE are some exceptions.
One Jewish Birmingham businessman
says about 20 per cent of his social
life is spent with gentile friends

Often he is a guest at Oskland Hills
Country Club and they are his guests
st Franklin Hills.

But he says it takes extra effort 1o
“prove 10 the rest.of the world that
you don't have horms ™

Whether religious groups keep to -

world." says a Bl d res
“is four couples who have no reason

of enchanting ideas tor the holidays
soft, sleek or slinky in lacquer brights and lush darks will be

worth remembering
N

to get together other than they're just

't new_ It's what a small number of
people have done for years

Miss J gathers together for a glamorous beginning
December 4 from 7-9 p.m. you're invited for an inspiring evening

lavishly presented in a beautiful array of fabrics

pauty tips for a sparkling party glow will make an appearance -
helpful hints for party planning and table
settings will complete the sh-mmefmg scene please jorn in the

mood of excitement and spirit for special occasions soon to be enjoyed
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festive fashions that are

—

This quiet group hardly ever attend
the right social events They keep to
themselves and see just who they -
want to see

“This is what we enjoy most.” says

.one Grosse Pointe member of that’

group “"There is no pushing to get any-
where ™

Thursday,

hairstyles and

MEET THE
AUTHOR

come meet Mary Lawrence
author of Mother and Child X
Friday, November 28 — 2:00 P.M. to 4:00 P M.

MOTHER AND CHILD is the world's first important N
collection of art on this subject. . .a view of the love,
loyalty, sacrifice, tenderness and happit\@ss that are one with
motherhood. Each of the 100 full-color master art works is accompanied
by comments by an outstanding person. . Peter Ustinov, Princess Grace,
Jean Renoir, G. Paul Getty, Sophia Loren, Prince Pignatelli and‘cuhevs.
Mary Lawrence. . .author, actréss, interior decorator, pbo_tographe'r,
student of sculpture and the arts. . brings her characteristic enthusiasm
and charm to Jacobson's. Come visit with her in our Book Shop where
she will be happy to autograph your copy of Mother and Child. Itisa
fect gift book to be treasured at all times by all people. 27.95

SHOP JACORSON'S THURSDAY AND FRIDAY EVENINGS THL NINE
?

HOURS FREE PARKING.

WHEN YOU MAKE A PURCHASE

st Jacobsons

Woodward at Willits
Birmingham




