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‘New’ journalism phllosphy o
outlined by newspaper editor

(Editors note: The following is &
speech delivered by Farmington Ob-
server & Fccentric Editor Steve Bam-
aby at this week's Rotary Club meet-
ing)

A question that I'm oftened asked is
what is this new community journal-
ism”

In the last decade journalism has
gone through a pgreat transition, as
has our American socicty in general
Newspapers in our country reflect the
attitudes and mores of the populace
This 1s a fortunate breath of fresh air
when compared to many other coun-
tries where newspapers refloct the
will of the government over the gov-
ermed !

It has been the tradition of the
American press lo serve as an adver-
sary of those in power. While we may
suppart a candidate in an election, we
must be willing to shed thal cloak of
support after an clection and become
a watchdog over that very same per-
son

In recent times the Walergate in-
cident has been the most dramatic ex-
ample of press vigilance.

While Richard Nixon was trium-
phantly riding the crest of victory in
1972, a fow members of the press

struggled to uncover a gruesome
toh which most of us would have
prefered 1o believe didnt exist,

BUT IT ISN'T the job of the press
to gloat over the defeat of a world
feader. for in the long nun, it was the
demands of the of the electorste that
beought the fall. Our job was to in.
form and interpret these devel-
opments

Bul how does community journal
ism fit into this labyrinth of transition
in which the country finds itsel{?

The traditional image of the commu-
nity journalist has been the old gray-
haired fellow who sits behind a bro-

- ken-down typewritter. pounding out

homespun philosophy, while at the
same time acting as his own type-
setter and pressman

But that is lhe community journal-
ism of the pas

Today. mmmunuy journalism has
come of age in this era of reas
sessment by the American public. An
armada of imaginative persons have
flocked to its ranks. sceking to devel
op this new-found journalism into a vi-
able form lof mass

But we are here m.lyhmnnllhr
even more dramatic
the suburbs. While the lrﬂhﬂly
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better. with only a 21 per cent woter take a side

turnout. view look
It is the job of the commamity jour-

ralist to to the pm’" at the shoe.

floundering for & new base, wmm
munity journslism are growing ever
stronger. But it has been a long-
fought battle.

At the end of the second world war,
the ll‘Mirq American Jsoldier came
home. looking for peace and soli-
lude—hh chunk of the American
dream. Hence the migration to the

suburbs,

Tnitially, suburbs were labeled as
"'bedroom" communities, imagined to
be sanctuaries where a man could es-
cape from the problems of the big
city. But it wasn't long before the
dream became muddled by the ever
peesent realities of Ide.

As suburban

communities
did the problems of dtvdnmm
Soon  drai

rainage. housing and
educational facilities became major
concerns.
Even communities such as Farm-
ington, which always have had a
slrong community idértity. became

1t is an exciting and invigorating
challenge.
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fed by pr of the uncan-
trollable expansion. N
One way to deal with these con-
cerns has been through commu-
rucation. Bul for many commemities
this outlet was lacking There either
wasn'l a communily newspaper. or
the ones existing were i
In recent years suburban
nity residents have dew
awareness They realuze the
tance of dealing with problems head
on They want their communities to
grow in an orderly and progressive
fashion This only can be
competent i
In congress with lms, national lead-
ers have to the outery for
mcrnscd community control of the
tax dolla
MILLIO\S OF DOLLARS have
been funneled back into local commu-
nities through revenue sharing and

new
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PP y programs
Suddenly local leadership has be
come much more than cutting the
blue ribbon at the opening of a li-
brary. Local politicians have found
themselves in the position of having
to deal with situations that take a
heightened degree of expertise
Unfortunately. too many residents
are unaware their local government is
where the action 15, This is exempli-
fied through the abominable voter
turnout *in the November election
In Farmington Hills anly 13 per cent
of the registered voters tumed owt
The City of Farmington wasnt much

For aone- of-olqnd someone.

.helming effect local government has
on. them.

importance of their local government.
Gauged from the voter turnout at the
last election, there still is & long road
to travel
Voters can turn ot in record rum-
bers to cast their ballots for the presi- 1
dent of United States. but that won
get their streets paved
The discontent can clutter the
streets in protest of foreign poticy.
but that won't improve education in
schools

Notice the gentle' recess at the back. Your heel
is the lowest part of your foot. so in Roots it
sits in the lowest part of your shoe Yoy stand
straighter as muscles in the back of your legs
and the small of your back spring to life to help
hold you up and move you around

your community

That is not to say these matters
aren’t of grest importance. Bt 1t is
high time residents realize the ovew-

Tt is time for educators to give
equal emphasis to local government
when educating our children -

How many children who graduate
from our schools are aware of local
governmental structure or how the
millage structure finances education®
1 can tell you. very few

Too many persons are unaware of
who is their state legisiator. 1 make
a practice of asking studerts who
their Michigan state senator is. Nine
times out of 10, they will give me the
rame of a United States senator

So this is the challenge of the com-
fumity journalist—to educate the pub-
lic 30 it will become aware and partic-
ipate so local control of government
will remain intact

1 urge you to join in this fight so
that in the coming years we don find
our commumities giving back to the
federal government control which we
2ow have over the fate of aur commu-
nity
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