Brian Steusloff {54) during a.game last season.

Big transfers should help!

Southfield-Lathrup cagers

By TOM BAER

The Metro Suburban Association
will be a strong basketball league this
wiriter. but Southficld-Lathrup could
have the personnel to be competitive

"l think we could have one of our
better teams. one of the best we've
had in the past few years," said Lath-
rup coach Jim Kourtakis “We have
some size and Some decent shooters
We have to improve on some things.
and only time will tell whether or not
we do.”

Lathrup finished last season with
12:1t-overall record and a 46 mark in
the MSA. Several expenienced players
from that team will be back, and Lath-
rup has another. important plus—Bill
Philllps, a 6-6 Junior who transfered
from crosstown Southfield High
- School

Last year, Phillips had a remark-
able sophomore season at Southfield,
scoring 16 5 points per game and aver-
aging 155 rebounds. For his cfforts,
he was sclected to the Observer & Ex-
centric All ‘Area team last March

Phillips became cligible to attend
Lathrup wheh his parents moved into
the Lathrup sending area

“Even before | knew that Bill was
going to be with us, [ {elt we had the
potential to be a good club.” Kour-
takis sald ““We lookpd good this sum-
mer and we played Avell together We

had a lot of kids comung back

“'But he (Phillips) is n definate plus
factor us He gives us the one thing
that we were lacking—a big man in
the middle. With Bill, we have even
more potential "

OTHER KEY Lathnp players are
seniors Tom O'Rourke (82'y), Gary
Hawthorne (6-4) and Mark Johnston
6-21. All started last season. Srmors
Casey Forward (5-11) and Stevg Har
wood (59) are battling it aut for the
other starting spot

OYRourke. who helped Lathrop win
several games with his fine play,
should have an excellert senior sea.
son. “Tom's one of the hardm work-
ing kids you'll ever sce.”” Kourtakis
said “He's going 10 have a nice
year.”

Hawthorne never played com-
petitive basketbal) before last season,
but his experience could make him
one of the league's better players
now. “Gary's playing well.” Kour-
takis - said. “He's jumping well and
shooting better He needs to be a little
more agressive and that's what we've
been harping on '

Lathrup opened its season last
Tucsday at nonleague Royal Oak Kim-
ball, The Chargers play next on Dec
2 at home against nonleague Berkley
High. Lathrup begins its MSA scason

Dec. 9 at home against lica Eisen

hower.

Bloomfield Hills Lahser. with 65
Mark Principe, could have a shot at
the MSA title

“The league 18 stronger this sezson
than it has ever been.” Kourtakis
said “Lahser looks awful. strong
They have three or four starters back,
plus they have several transfers in,
all good-size kids Rochestér
has a young team Their players are
inexperienced, but they could come as
the séason progresses.”

Bob Herm begins his second year as
coach of Lathrup’s reserve team

lathrsp Basketball
Nov 25 at Kimball 4pm
Dec 2 Berkley tpm
Dec 5 Eisenhower tpm
Dec 9 Ferndale 1pm
Dec 1§ a1 Stevenson spm
Dec 19 Groves pm
Jan & Oak Park tpm
Jn 9 Dondero Ipm
Jan. 16 ot Addms tpm
Jmn 20 at Dearbom spm
Jin B sy Eisenhower spm
Jan. 71 st Seaholm spm
Jan 30 at Lahser Spm
Feb 3 Southfield tpm
Feb 6  at Groves spm
Feb 10 Hazx) Park ipm
Feb J3 Dondero spm
Feb 20 Adams Spm
Feb 24 at W Bloomfied  8pm

Tom O'Rourke during & recent pre-season scrimmage at Lsthrup
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Falcon cagers—small

but ‘exciting to watch’

By TOM BAER

Farmington basketball coach Bruce
Brown had a special reason for follow-
ing the fortunes of the Falcons' fect-
bell team this fall.

Farmington had a good year in foot-
ball, lmmnlkhthphﬂ
in the Inter Lakes

m “the football maccess! has a
tende. :y 1 dtwlop positive attitudes
other sports.” said Brown,

who is

beginning his fourth year as Farm-
ington's basketdall coach ~“Two of
our players. Rick Miluzer and Randy
Meier. were mernbers of that Iodball
team. It has to make them feel hike
winners.” '

Farmingtor’s cagers will need, all
the winning feeling they can muster
this year. The Fakons finshed 515
overall lag year and two all-deague
players «Mitch Thomas and . Dave
Tylér: from that team have gradu-
&ed

“We'll certamly tack size.” Brown

N\ Bruce Brown-"We should be exciting towatch

- said

said. “Ww're going to be hunting Iof/
rebvounds We'll be quick and we
shoot pretty well We're just going t
try to scramble and play a lough de-
fense *

Farmington’s tallest returning play-
er is Bnan Steuslofl. a 83 senior who
played some last yesr “He's im-
proved a ot over last séavon.” Brown
“He's a lot more confident

-

OTHER FARMINGTON retumees
are Milhizzr 601 and Meier ($-10)
Both started last year as
Some other players saw extensive ac-
bon on coach Rich Roy's reserve
teamn last year. and could help the var-
sity now They are Mike Danna (611,
Bob Finnell (621, Dick Radatz 511,
Joel Soronen 16-1). and Tom Harmon
510 .

All five Farmington victories came
against LL last sesson.
The highlight of the season was Farm-
mngton’s upset ictory over Pontiac
Northern on the Huskies' court. -

“For some reasoh. we played real
well in the league.” Brown said. “We
could never put it together outside the

. the defending
ILL champion. looks good again this
season. according to Brown

“Stevenson has everyone beck and
they're tag.” he said . “And Pontiac
Northern had the best reserve team it
has ever had But I'd also like to
think we cari'be in there We're small
and we're young. but | think we
should be an exciting tegm to watch. ™

Farmungton opens its sedson on
Dec 2 at home againgt nonleague Li-
vonia Bentley Then the Falcons have
road games at Plymouth Canton
'Dec 5t and Birmungham Sesholm
sDec 91 before opening theiriea;
seawon at home againdt Livonia
icnson on Dec 12

Farmington will hot a Christmas
tournament Dec 2223 Other entries
are North Flrmlmm Farmington
Harmison and Union.

Waterford

The International S

handy combination whatever
winter throws at you. You can
10ss 1t night back. powering
through the deepest drifts and
heavest snows

e 'Il(

now .
Thrgwer and a Cub Cadet® A™ “~ -

(et your hands on
»Foul Weather
Friends.

800 CUB CADET" WITH 36"
- SNOW THROWER NOW ONLY

Power comes fru - a bg
engne threugh the Cub
Cadet's PTO Your choce 8
1016 hp size5 gves ol the
comoh needed to gobble

hungry bites of snow and attach m mnutes By hand
shoot it where you want it Without special tools No
along 3 180° arc matter how rough the weather
gets. you'll start quick Ang
And al the power 1 right in firrsh 13st when you get your
your hands Drectional con hands on 3 Cub Cadet with

tro’s Cutting height controis
Power engage/disengage It's

INTERNATIONAL HARVESTER

31666 Eight Mile Road, Farmington

a7 there at the driver’s seat
<0 you work fast without
interruption

Trese foul »\aatm friends

snow thrower attachment So
stop in today

*1870

476-0960




