Prep basketball preview

Southfield cagers lack height, ;éf;perience

By TOM BAER

Southfield High's basketball team is
lacking two key factors~ height and
experience—as coach Don Kaump pre-
pares his squad for the 1975 season.

Graduation robbed Southfield of
some experienced players, and then
the Blue Jays lost 66 center Bill Phil-
lips to crosstown rival Southfieid-
Lathrup. Phillips. who scored 185
last

points per game as a sophomore
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year. became eligible to attend Lath-
1up when his family moved into the
Lathrup sending area. .
Phillips “will be missed in some
ways and in other ways not at all.” ac-

cording to Kaump.

“We'll lack height, no doutt about
that,” he said. “Well probably start
the equivalett of four guards and a

with. You never know. We could be

tough.
As the season begins. Southfield’s
biggest man is Jeff McColl, a 63 jn-
has floor experience

from last year. “We hope to have him

more than 700 yards and
Southfield to one of its finest

“WE'RE OOUNTING on Rick to be
our feader.” he said “‘He's been part
of 8 successful lootbal) team. and of
course we hope that success carries
over. Defense is Rick's strong point.
and he's very quick

Severn) players from coach Greg
Sliwka's reserve team could help the
varsity. For example. Marvin Miles.
a 510 guard. led the reserves in scor-
ing last season. Paul Wilkie, a &1

“We're counting on him (Wilkie) for
some rebounds.” Kaump said. “He's
only 61, but he's a smart ballplayer.
He gets into position real well. and he
hustles the whole time."

Jon Vigl (5111 also was a member
of Southfield's foothall team. and
could provide some leadership. Floor
leadership is his strong point. plus
he's a good outside shooter.” Kaump
said. -

5

Two transfer students could help
Southfield. They are Mike Tynes ($7)
from Houston, Texas, and Tony Ford
(81) from suburban Cleveland. Ford
was the leading rebounder in a recent
pre-season scrimmage against Walled
Lake Western:

Southfield. which finished last sea-

y.
For the past several seasons, Berk-
ley has dominated the SMA with stars
like Bruce Flowers and Bob Pyykko-
nen. But this season the SMA should
‘be tnore balanced
“'Kimball looked tike the strongest
team. a2 | hear that Ferndale had
some transfers. They go 610, 7-7 and
63. 1f that's so then Ferndale should
dominate things. Kimball will finish
second, and everybody else will battle
it out for third™
Southfield plays next on Dec. 2 at
nonleague Thurkon High. The Jays',
SMA season begins Dec. 12 at home
againd  Birmingham Seaholm.
new nonleague opponents will
come/to Southfield this season. Uruver-
sity of Detroit- High plays
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Groves, Seaholm
seek better seasons

By DAVE RAY

The coaches of Birmingham's two
public school prep basketball teams
aren’t sure what to expect when their
teams meet tonight at 8 o'clock at Sea-

Im

Coach Bob Sherwood's Maples has
nine lettermen returning for the 1975
78 edition of the -Seaholm cage squad
and Groves has a new coach in Jay
Schwalm who headed West Maple Jun-
tor High's basketball program for
scven years

1 think this is going to be a real
tough game.™ Sherwood said. 'Groves
has a lot of size and on it side
They're definitely going to have a
height advantage ™ -

The Falcons' Schwalm views the
game a little differently. *'Personnel-
wise. [ think we're better, but' I think
there's a question of whether or not
my team is going to be ready with a
new coach and all

“Seaholm has had the same coach
for a while and his players are used
to his systern and his style. Groves
has had three coaches in three or four
years and it might take the boys a
while to get ready "

SCHWALM'S FALCONS will have
six lettermen back for the new tl/b
paign and there are five playersfup
from last year's junior varsity squad

Returning to the Groves lineup are
centers Dave Barber and George Peu-
rach. forwards John Bailey and Rudy
Bublitz and guards Matt Dickson and
Dennis Petroskey. Gradusting 1o the
varsity from the JV's are center E4
Missavage, guard Lance Baylis and
forwards Craig Maass Den Noakes
and Dave Wotlowa

Groves was 812 overall last year
and 37 in the Metro Suburban Associ-
ation under coach Al Vordermark

Falcons® were eliminasted fron
the Class A state district tournament
by Birmingham Brother Rice which
also knocked Seaholm ot of the post
season playolfs.

Schwalm sees a tough
but he

favored because of strong jundor var-
sity teams from last year. The new
Falcon mentor says his team' should
be better than its 3.7 mark of a year
g0

SEAHOLM'S SHERWOOD STILL
isn't decided on his starting quintet
for tonight’s opener. Among the letter-
men back for the Maples are centers
Mike Murphy, Jim Fox and Dorne
. forwards Dave Bean and
Dave Hammond and guards Bill

and

play either center or forward
The Maples were 9-11 last year and

37 in the Southeastern Michigan Asso-

ciation. Berkley won the league title

last year.

Sherwood, in his fourth season &t
the Seaholm helm, sees a more bal
anced erence race this year, at
least on paper, and he rates Ferndale
and Royal Oak Kimball as top corr
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