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Priesthood for women

BY MARGARET MILLER

1l women cver arc otdained into
priesthood 1n the Catholic Chureh,
Judy Kaltz bf the Schooleralt College
campus ministry stafl will know she
has played a pant in a gant step

She's anc of a group of Catholic
women—both imude and outside reli-
glous orders—who are working behind
the scencs to”sel up a Thanksgiving
weekend conference that is bound to
take on majar milestone proportions, ~

“Women n Future Priesthood
Now—a Call for action™ 15 the title of
the conference drawing some 1,200
people from over the country to
the Southfield Sheraton to talk about
why women have so far been ex-
cluded from ordination and what
kinds of effective action can be taken
to change tha

For mast of those attending feel. as
the program {or the three days of ses
sions stales —that “'sa long as women
are exgluded from ordmation. there
partiefpation 10 the sacramental hife
and mimstry of the church can only
be secondary and rahary. reflecting
8 theological view of them s as di-
minished persons.

R

MISS KALTZ a lormer parochial
teacher who has been working watr
the movemnent's ongmnal teering com.
mitlee i helping with arrangements.
said she feels the et that the confer-
ence 15 bemg held and s Yeation
speak eloquentls ta the whale 1ssue,

‘We are sivng we, women. people
of God. calhng this conference,
she satd, “and we are dong it by the
authority within ourselyes

“That's a pretty powerful satement
to make. and we ane realizng that, as
that gavel comes down 1o open the

\lm‘s

conference, history will be made.”

The Southficld location. she added.
was picked because the response was
50 great when the fyers first went out
that it became apparent the Univer-
sity of Detrolt center. originally desig-
nated as the place for the meetings.
would not be adequate

Interest is increasing so much we
now have delegates coming from ¢4
states and six foreign countries.”
Miss Kaltz went on
ve had to tum many away. and
too bad. because parishes are
Retting-mote interested and preparing
to send delegales, and there's no
more room "

TALK ON ORDINATION for women
has been going on for some time.
Miss Kaliz s:xld but plans for this
mecting were? pulled together by a
task force of feminine church leaders
about 0 ycar ago

The task force had representatives
from all over the country, she added,
and the session 18 being held in the De-
troit area “because the members here
moved (astest in getupg the arrange-
ments started and the invitations
out.”

"1 have been very impressed,” said
this Catholic woman. by the reason-
ableness with which the task force
has acted.

“With an issuc Iike this one. you
might think those behund it would be
flaming radicals who want to upset
things But these people are not rad-
cal, and their planming has been very
deliberate

“'What ts at 1ssuc iy the opening of
discussion of a very 1mportant issue—
womnen have come into their own in re-
icent imes and t's time to start dis-
cussing this in the church ™

INFORM spreads word
on new school programs

Michigan cducators are cager to try
new and successful approaches in the
classroom. according to the director
ol a federal project designed to
spread educalional mnovation through-
out the stale

Dr Care A Keller reports that
Project INFORM. which stands for In-
formation Network to Facilitate Or-
gamizational Renewnl in Michigan,
has far exceeded the goal forecast for
1t n 1973

What INFORM s spreading nround
the state is one or more of the 88 in-
novative education programs which
have been nationally validated by the
'S Office of Education as being ca-
pable of improving learming.

Each of the programs, which range
from preschool to vocational educa-
tion, was, genceived and developed by
some local school district during the
last 10 -years with the aid of federal
(unding

Now, the federal government wants
a all school districts to have a chance
lo see what the programs will do.

“We anlicipated that a half-dozen
schoo! districts might adopt one of the
validated programs duning the first
year.” Dr. Keller said “Hut we al-
ready have had 40 adoptions and we
have 75 applications wailing

The validaled programs cover spe-
cial education, carcet education. read-

KELLER

DR. CLARE A

ing and alternative high schools
among many others. R
One of the most popular programs
nationally, Dr. Keller said, is the Par-
ent Readiness Fducation Project
(PREP) developed by the Redford
Union School District
It is aimed at involving both par-
ents and high school students in pre-
preschool children to read
“The PREP program is one of the
best we have.”" Dr. Keller said, “and
“it has been adoj by many school
districts throughout the United States,
including Detroit’s Region 8
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THE CONFERENCE will include a
number of major scssions, with lead-
ing women addressing specific issues
and others scrving as respondents to
the question.

A number of men. including Rich-
ard P, McBrien. professor nftxmlogy
of Baston Colloge and former pres-
dent of the Catholic Theological So-
ciety of America. will take part in the
sessions. "So.” said Judy Kaltz,
“'everyone should understand this isn't
just a bunch of women geiting togeth-

er.

Topics to be considered include
“The Proper Place of Women in the
Church,” “The Church in Process: on

fing the Future,” ““The moral
imperatives for the Ordination of
Women,” “Models for Future Pries-
thood,” and Possibility and Vision:
Synthests and Strategy.” The meet-
ings will end wiltk a Eucharistic litur-
R the first Subday of Advert. and its
theme will be *“Certain
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MISS KALTZ WILL PLAY a buxy
and important role in the conference’s
ongoing. since she will be in charge of
Press room_arrangements

"We expect coverage {rom major
newspapers from all parts of the coun-
try and (rom wire services and radio
and television.” shr said. “and a
majoe worry is that reporters undamil
iary with the history of the movement
will report statements of individuals
out of comtext.”

One precaution she is taking against
that is arranging a major press confer-
ence as the mectings open. to give
newspeople 2 chand 1o interview
some: 40 wornen who are presenting
themselves for ordnation

“These are all fully accredited.”
she said. “'graduates of seminanes—
some with advanced degrees. These
are the people who are night there
nght now. and we want the press and
the rest of society to know abowt

Miss Kaltz also will be warking
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after-the sessions with a documentary
film of the conference for Channel 5§
“It will be aimed at gning a confer-
ence overview.” she said.

WHAT DOES Judy Kahz sée com.
ing out of these unprecedented meet
b

“{Probably not a radical step.” she
said. *'We have worked with the ter-
archy of the Cathohc Church in plan.
ning these sessions. and we have no
wish to isolate ourselves

~Pope John jsaid we should listen to
each other N!Or! we speak. and that
15 what we will be dorng. liderung to
the voices of thoke who have impor
tant things to say on an important
1ssue.

“Then it will be up to us to pray
erfully rofiect and carefully consider
what our next steps will be.”
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