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Share it!

@he Holiday Spirit

Sharing ourselves and our -

bounty is the ultimate holiday gift.

While toys, games and dia-
monds are appreciated, they may
not reward the giver with as much
pleasure as the yift of love.

Love comes in many forms.

It can be in the form of gifts for
those less fortunate.

Or it can be sharing the holidays
with foreign visitors far away
from their home and families.

Visiting shut-inx is another way
to share the holiday spirit of giv-
ing.

Gifts for those less fortunate
can be donations to the hundreds
of charities which need vour help.
One of the oldest forms of holiday
wiving is the donation dropped into
the proverhial Salvation Army red
kettle accompanied by the familiar
ring of Christmas bells and per-
haps a brass hand

You can give a gift to the numer-
ous charities which support their
philanthropy through the sales of
yreeting cards. Thixis a new giving
gimmick which incorporates an old
custom

Gifts needn’t be just monetary.
Frequently charities have specific
needs - furniture to refinish, bed-
ding. clothing and ete. — which
would be an appropriate !mli(la,\‘
wift

Jewsg, Christians

Sharing the holiday spirit is
something the Temple Beth-El
Men's Club really believes in.

Apain this vear, mbers of
this group will smn:zw(‘hristmns
Eve, Christmas Day and the day
after Christmas, filling in for the
regular Christian volunteers at
Providence Hospital <o that they
may spend Christmastime at
home. ¢

The men have worked before in
the Emergency Room and have
pushed T cart’ through the halls
to patients’ rooms.

The regular American Red Cross
valunteers, plus the volunteers
fram the Our Lady of Providence
proup, teach the men the tasks
they'll perform on their special
duty .

Among the members of the
Temple Beth-El group who've vol-
untecred are a real estate firm
viee-presidenty who has worked in
the hospital’s gift shop and a con-
tractor who once worked behind
the infurmation desk. '

Al the surrogate volunteers are
trained to work in the Emergency
Roam They also have heen taught-
about eleetrocurdiograms and blue
alerts

Dorothy Wood, director of Prov-
idence Hospital volunteers, consid-
vr~ the Temple Beth-El effort to be
an_example of the true Christmas
\[.im

“It'~s tov much for words,” she
waul

The men and their teachers go
from floor to floor to carey out
their training. The men appear in-
tent about learning and the teach-
er-volunteers said they're very
proud of their students

BRaskets of fosdstuffs for the
needy are traditional, too, and still
much appreciated

These baskels are a nice way to
involve voungsters in the giving
effort. They could be asked to do-
nate some of their pennies toward
the purchise of items for the bas-
ket, or they could be asked to wrap
items for the hasket.

Churches and temples are exeel-
lent sources for names and ad-
dresses of perwons or (amilies who
need vour help. They need the help
all year, probably, hut it is espé-
cially appreciated during the holi-
days.
© Sharing the holidavs with for-
eign visitors ix a very rewarding
experience. (ften these visitors are
studentx who haven't the means or
time to travel to their homes for
the holidays.

While these vizitors to our coun-
try may not celebrate any particu-
lar holiday at this time of vear,
they might appreciate experienc-
ing it with someone who does

Auain, churches, temples and
universities are pokd sources for
names of persons who ire looking
for a place to go during the hali-
days

Visiting shut-ins during the hol-
idayvs can be another meaningful
experience toadd to vour hife

Many church muxsical groups
organize themselves for the holi-
davs to visit hospitals and nursing
homes, but these residences and
hospitals  appreciate visits from
anvone who is willing to give of
themselves for their patrons.

No one, it seems, is ever too old
or too sick to appreciate a visit
from a friendly-faced visitor who
has a sony to sing or a poem to
read.

Start a new tradition in your
family — even if there's only one
of you . . . @ive evervone you can
afford to give to, a double gift

An envelope stuck in the Christ-
mas tree could contain a message
like this: Happy Holnlay. A dona-
tion has been given in your name
to the name of vour favorite char-
ity

“To use a phrase coined long ago
— these are the sort of gifts that
keepon giving



